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The Syrian Network for Human Rights (SNHR), founded in 
June 2011, is a non-governmental, independent group that 
is considered a primary source for the OHCHR on all death 
toll-related analyses in Syria.
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I. Introduction
Since the popular uprising for Democracy began in March 2011, medical facilities and per-
sonnel have been deliberately targeted in blatant violation of international humanitarian law, 
which established special protection for medical facilities and their personnel, in addition to 
general protection for civilians and civilian facilities.
Despite this legal protection, hospitals, dispensaries, clinics, and pharmacies have been 
bombed, and hundreds of medical personnel have been arrested while some have been 
tortured to death. Additionally, medical teams and their vehicles have become a target, with 
saving the wounded now branded as a dangerous profession that might lead to death.

The Syrian regime has been, and still is, the main and primary perpetrator of crimes against 
medical personnel and their facilities, as its forces have raided hospitals and abducted 
some of the wounded, as well as targeting hospitals and other medical facilities using 
shells, missiles, and barrel bombs. Meanwhile, the facilities of the Civil Defense rescue 
workers (also known as White Helmets) have been bombed repeatedly and civil defense 
personnel have suffered many casualties. Even bearing the insignia of international human-
itarian organizations didn’t ensure safety from attacks that targeted their facilities and killed 
their personnel, despite the fact these are neutral, impartial entities.

We also recorded the use of the the double-strike method1 by Syrian-Russian alliance forc-
es in many attacks, with the victims in most cases being paramedics and civil defense 
rescue workers.

      M190105

1  A policy adopted by the Syrian and Russian regimes in which they bomb the same site again a few minutes after an initial attack in order to 

inflict as many losses as possible in the ranks of civil defense personnel, medical teams, and doctors.
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Whilst we have documented similar violations by the other parties to the conflict, these have 
occurred to a far lesser extent and in far smaller numbers. ISIS members raided makeshift 
hospitals and dispensaries and abducted some of the wounded, doctors, and paramedics. 
Also, ISIS barred some doctors from practicing under their harsh discriminatory laws while 
the Coalition forces (international coalition and SDF) have also targeted a number of hospi-
tals and medical facilities.

A report by the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
shows that Syria was the worst in the world in 2017 in terms of the number of attacks against 
health workers, with a total of 252 incidents, an average of almost five attacks per week. 
According to the report, 79 health care workers were killed or injured in the conflict this year, 
while 41 health facilities were damaged or destroyed.

Violations against medical and civil defense personnel don’t only impact these individuals 
and their families, but also adversely affect the lives of people in need of medical care ser-
vices, treatment, and rescue. Consequently, these violations result in the deaths of many of 
the wounded and those trapped beneath the rubble of bombed homes.

Fadel Abdul Ghany, chairman of SNHR, says:
“Attacks on medical and civil defense centers, as well as medical and civil de-
fense personnel, are considered a blatant violation of international humanitarian 
law and constitute war crimes, given the indiscriminate, and in many cases, de-
liberate, targeting of protected objects. All of this has only deepened the suffering 
of the wounded and injured and is one of the main reasons behind the displace-
ment of the Syrian people as it sends a very clear message: there is no safe area, 
or a red line, including hospitals, you either flee or perish.”

Methodology
This report outlines the death toll among medical personnel, civil defense personnel, and 
Red Crescent personnel who were killed by the parties to the conflict in December, and in 
attacks on their vital facilities, as well as highlighting the most notable of these incidents. 

According to SNHR’s methodology, the term “medical personnel” includes all individuals 
actively involved in medical fields, including doctors, paramedics, pharmacists, medical 
laboratory scientists, and management officials, in addition to workers who operate and 
transport medical equipment. Secondly, the term “vital medical facilities” refers to hospitals, 
medical points, dispensaries, makeshift hospitals, and ambulances.

https://www.unocha.org/sites/unocha/files/WHDT2018_web_final_spread.pdf
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This report draws, firstly, upon the daily, ongoing documentation and monitoring efforts by 
SNHR team, and, secondly, on accounts from survivors, eyewitnesses, and local media 
workers who we spoke with via phone or social media. We have also analyzed a large num-
ber of videos and photographs that were posted online or which we received from local 
activists via e-mail, Skype, and social media. Videos posted by local activists show massive 
destruction of vital medical facilities, civil defense facilities, and Red Crescent facilities. We 
have retained copies of all the videos and pictures included in this report on a secret online 
database, as well as backup copies on hard drives. For more information, please see our 
methodology for documenting victims and for classifying vital civilian facilities.

This report also documents a number of bombings for which we haven’t been able to ac-
curately identify the group responsible due to the difficulties in identifying the perpetrator 
in these attacks.

Our investigations confirm that most of the attacks we have documented targeted individ-
uals or facilities in civilian areas where no military bases or armories were located before 
or during the attacks, in which the perpetrators failed to take into account the principle 
of proportionality. We were also unable to find any record of the perpetrators issuing any 
warnings to civilians in these areas prior to any of the attacks as required by international 
humanitarian law.

The type and level of evidence available varies from one case to another. In light of the 
aforementioned challenges, the legal definition of many of the incidents documented may 
be subject to change based on any new evidence or clues which emerge after this report is 
released. We shall update our data archive with any such evidence and information as soon 
as any such evidence or information becomes available. It should also be noted that while 
many incidents don’t constitute a violation of international humanitarian law under the terms 
of such legislation, they involved collateral damage, so we have recorded and archived 
these incidents to document what happened historically and to preserve these as part of 
the national record, even if these specific incidents don’t necessarily qualify as crimes.

This report only represents the bare minimum of the actual severity and magnitude of the 
violations that occurred. Also, it doesn’t include the social, economic, and psychological 
ramifications.

http://sn4hr.org/public_html/wp-content/pdf/english/SNHR_Methodology_en.pdf
http://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/Vital_Facilities_en.pdf
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II. December Outline
December saw the death on one member of the Civil Defense personnel, as was the case 
in the preceding months in the second half of 2018, this period saw the lowest documented 
death toll amongst medical, Civil Defense, and Red Crescent personnel, since the out-
break of the popular uprising for democracy in Syria in March 2011. Meanwhile, 11 attacks 
on medical facilities and Civil Defense facilities were documented in December, seven of 
which were perpetrated by Syrian Regime forces, all in Hama governorate.
The first third of 2018 was the most dangerous period for medical and Civil Defense per-
sonnel, and related facilities, due to the military escalation by Syrian-Russian forces on the 
three de-escalation zones (specifically areas in the north of Homs governorate, parts of 
Daraa and Quneitra governorates, and the Eastern Ghouta in Damascus Suburbs governo-
rate) which resulted in agreements under which the residents of those areas were forcibly 
displaced.
The first third of 2018 saw the killing of many workers in the health sector; these fatalities 
accounted for 68 percent of the total death toll in 2018, with 66 percent of the attacks doc-
umented being against health or rescue-related facilities. The last eight months of the year 
marked an increase in the frequency of bombings near medical facilities and Civil Defense 
facilities - mostly in the north of Syria - in addition to kidnappings of medical personnel due 
to the security chaos in those areas.
The Syrian-Russian alliance was once again far ahead of any other perpetrators in terms of 
violations committed against health sector workers and facilities in 2018, being responsible 
for inflicting 74 percent of the death toll among health sector workers, and perpetrating 81 
percent of the total attacks documented against vital medical and rescue facilities.

III. Executive Summary
A. Record of Most Notable Violations in 2018:
- Acts of killing:
SNHR documented 91 Medical, Civil Defense, and Red Crescent personnel killed, distrib-
uted as follows:
53 Medical personnel
37 Civil Defense personnel
One Red Crescent staff member, killed by Syrian Regime forces
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Death toll of medical personnel distributed by the perpetrator party as follows:

 
Death toll of Civil Defense personnel in 2018 distributed by the perpetrator party as 
follows:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Rr5q39bC5ZlgQFxHSE_vsHBs8rMQUwVn/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1agABXeGPcdaZzbC_Lylr3meXzQrAwGdw/view
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- Syrian regime forces (army, security, local militias, and Shiite foreign militias): 
54, including five women (adult female), distributed as follows:
• Two doctors.
• 11 nurses, including four women.
• Six paramedics.
• 20 Civil Defense personnel.
• One Red Crescent staff member.
• 14 medical personnel, including one woman.
- Russian forces: 13, including two women, distributed as follows:
• Three doctors, including one woman.
• One paramedic.
• Eight Civil Defense personnel.
• One medical worker (woman)

- Extremist Islamist groups:
ISIS (the self-proclaimed ‘Islamic State’): Two doctors, including one woman.

- Self-Management Forces (consisting primarily of the Democratic Union Party – a 
branch of the Kurdistan Workers’ Party): Two, distributed as follows:
• One pharmacist.
• One Civil Defense rescue worker.

- International Coalition forces: four, including one woman, distributed as follows: 
• Three nurses, including one woman.
• One paramedic.

- Other parties: 16, including two women, distributed as follows:
• Three doctors, including one woman.
• One nurse.
• One paramedic.
• One pharmacist (woman)
• Eight Civil Defense personnel.
• Two medical personnel
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Death toll of medical, Civil Defense, and Red Crescent personnel in 2018 distributed 
by month as follows:

- Attacks on vital medical, Civil Defense, and Red Crescent facilities:
SNHR documented 198 attacks on vital medical, Civil Defense, and Red Crescent facilities 
in 2018, distributed by perpetrator party as follows:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1d0lk4xsxUraoJQmVPz3eXwv6pHyxwBxD/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1W2jurXe4Iur7Zgxl_sN9AuO72J0T6toP/view
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- Syrian regime forces (army, security, local militias, and Shiite foreign militias): 
105 attacks, distributed as follows:
• 60 medical facilities.
• Three ambulances.
• 37 Civil Defense facilities.
• Five Red Crescent facilities.

- Russian forces: 56 attacks, distributed as follows:
• 25 medical facilities.
• 14 ambulances.
• 17 Civil Defense facilities.

- Self-Management forces (consisting primarily of the Democratic Union Party – a 
branch of the Kurdistan Workers’ Party): Two attacks on medical facilities.

- International Coalition forces: Five attacks on medical facilities.

- Other parties: 30 attacks, distributed as follows:
• 16 medical facilities.
• Seven ambulances.
• Three Civil Defense facilities.
• Four Red Crescent facilities.

B. Most notable violations in December:
In December 2018, SNHR documented the following main violations against medical and 
Civil Defense personnel and their related facilities:

- Acts of killing
We documented the death of one Civil Defense rescue worker at the hands of other parties.

- Attacks on vital medical and Civil Defense facilities:
SNHR documented 11 attacks on vital medical and Civil Defense facilities in December 
2018. Attacks were distributed by the perpetrator party as follows:
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- Syrian regime forces (army, security, local militias, and Shiite foreign militias): 
Seven attacks on Civil Defense facilities and vehicles.
- Other parties: Four attacks on vital medical facilities, distributed as follows:
• Two medical facilities
• One ambulance

IV. Most Notable incidents in December
A. Acts of killing
- Other parties:
Mohammad Rahhal, a member of the Jandaris Civil Defense 
Center from Damascus Suburbs governorate, was born in 
1986, and was married with a child. On Tuesday, December 
4, 2018, he died of wounds sustained on Sunday, December 
2, 2018, in the explosion of an IED affixed to a motorcycle in 
a street in Jandaris town of Afrin city, in northern suburbs of 
Aleppo. We were unable to identify the party behind the ex-
plosion up to the time of the preparation of this report given 
the extreme difficulty in identifying the perpetrators responsi-
ble for such attacks.
The Syrian Civil Defense issued a statement mourning Mohammad via their official account 
on ‘Twitter’.

Mohammad Rahhal

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RkX0rH1Mxbx6z0DbDn810Mb3nojVSnvb/view
https://twitter.com/SyriaCivilDef/status/1070031871097167873
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HVHEmJkoslZwNjtujAxaKh-pmujzaw7P/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cnptfkk89O14HoNEQy0HfHCPfeRZHj7a/view
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B. Attacks on vital medical facilities and Civil Defense facilities
- Syrian regime forces 
Civil Defense facilities:
On Wednesday, December 19, 2018, Syrian Regime artillery forces, stationed in the south 
of Helfaya town in Hama governorate’s northwestern suburbs, fired two shells that landed in 
front of the Civil Defense center in al Latamena town in Hama governorate’s northern sub-
urbs, which caused disproportionate damages to three of the Civil Defense rescue workers’ 
vehicles (an ambulance, a rescue vehicle and a Truck). The town was under the control of 
factions of the Armed Opposition at the time of the incident. 
The Syrian Civil Defense tweeted the news of the attack on their center in al Latamena on 
their official ‘Twitter’ account.

On Monday, December 24, 2018, at around 15:30, Syrian Regime artillery forces fired shells, 
as well as simultaneously using missile launchers to fire missiles, at the area near the Civil 
Defense center in Morek town in Hama governorate northern suburbs, which caused mod-
erate material destruction to the group’s headquarters there, in addition to severely dam-
aging two of their vehicles (an ambulance and a rescue vehicle). The town was under the 
control of Factions of the Armed Opposition at the time of the incident
The Syrian Civil Defense reported the news of the attack on the Morek center via their offi-
cial account on Twitter.

Damages to an ambulance inflicted in missile bombardment by 

Syrian Regime forces on the Civil Defense center in al Latamena 

town / Hama on 19/12/2018

https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Ltamenah,+Syria/@35.3232108,36.6045139,14z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x1524880844fb8829:0x951bb1eccf09a256!8m2!3d35.3250604!4d36.6255869
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bhU4RwhHZKdn0fw4quh7YQFNev4rTpKZ/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HIfptBsXfZ-PJBoSKS5g78aM23iIxJip/view
https://twitter.com/SyriaCivilDef/status/1075373024327712768
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aM1m_KqTr-lrLLT-ySn8xbYwlVqfVgLn/view
https://sn4hr-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/p/upload/EbOLW0yjYgNJhdy7FYhX66IB7Pq4M-i7cuCdMZDhNZqblA?e=AU73iq

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15eydEQYPFO5vLJykTbI75eR0Qiydh3d4/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15eydEQYPFO5vLJykTbI75eR0Qiydh3d4/view
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Morek,+Syria/@35.3721808,36.6929304,14.5z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x152489565cc27a0b:0xab3380afa7ecf102!2sMorek,+Syria!3b1!8m2!3d35.3735472!4d36.6924529!3m4!1s0x152489565cc27a0b:0xab3380afa7ecf102!8m2!3d35.3735472!4d36.6924529
https://twitter.com/SyriaCivilDef/status/1077227259696738305
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1P7j150hG4-hHwaj_29uDQENHOFVlqoAT/view
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- Other parties:
Vital medical facilities:
- Medical facilities (hospitals – dispensaries – medical points – makeshift hospitals)
On Wednesday, December 12, 2018, an IED placed inside a car exploded near al Ahli 
Hospital in the center of Izaz city in the northern suburbs of Aleppo governorate, which re-
sulted in casualties, in addition to moderate damage to the façade of the hospital building 
and to an ambulance belonging to the hospital. We were unable to identify the party behind 
the explosion up to the time of the preparation of this report given the extreme difficulty in 
identifying the perpetrators responsible for such attacks. The city was under the control of 
Factions of the Armed Opposition at the time of the incident.

On Wednesday, December 12, 2018, an IED placed inside a car exploded near a medical 
dispensary belonging to al Ahli Hospital – both buildings are within the same compound - in 
the center of Izaz city in the northern suburbs of Aleppo governorate. The attack resulted in 
casualties, in addition to severely damaging the hospital building, fixtures and equipment, 
putting it out of service. We were unable to identify the party behind the explosion up to the 
time of the preparation of this report given the extreme difficulty in identifying the perpetra-
tors responsible for such attacks. The city was under the control of Factions of the Armed 
Opposition at the time of the incident.

Damages to a Civil Defense ambulance inflicted in bombardment by Syrian Regime forces 

on Morek town / Hama on 24/12/2018

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BU7euN56QPVucWXgRx3nnG5u5qQKoqVV/view
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- Ambulances:
In addition to the attack against an ambulance mentioned in the ‘medical facilities’ section 
above, the SNHR documented the following incident:
On Thursday, December 6, 2018, an IED placed inside a car exploded within the perime-
ter of al Quds Hospital in al Dana city in the northern suburbs of Idlib governorate, which 
caused minor damages= to an ambulance belonging to Sham Hospital Ambulance Sys-
tem. We were unable to identify the party behind the explosion up to the time of the prepa-
ration of this report given the extreme difficulty in identifying the perpetrators responsible 
for such attacks. The city was under the control of Factions of the Armed Opposition at the 
time of the incident.

V. Most Notable Incidents in 2018:
A. Acts of killing:
- Syrian Regime forces:
Mohannad Ismail al Marzouq, an anesthesiologist, worked in the hospital of al Shefouniya 
town in the Eastern Ghouta in the east of Damascus Suburbs governorate, was killed on 
Monday, February 19, 2018, in aerial bombardment of the hospital in al Shefouniya town by 
fixed-wing warplanes of the Syrian/Russian forces (this incident is still under verification to 
identify which of these actors was responsible).

Yousef al Hammouri, Mohammad al Awwa, and Wasim al Najjar, members of the ‘300’ Civil 
Defense Center in Douma city, were killed on Wednesday, March 21, 2018, as a result of 
targeted artillery shelling by the Syrian Regime artillery forces who fired a number of shells 
near the Civil Defense team as they were inspecting a previously bombed site in Douma 
city in the Eastern Ghouta in the east of Damascus Suburbs governorate.

Yousef al Hammouri - Mohammad al Awwa - Wasim al Najjar

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Es1EKjMSC0cVIyqiz6KnPY_AG3Ihpsti/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nT-5FnAn_RmuDhfx9878CKk6MHh9EZws/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZtNEoGtEtIts-TK-n_pxxx0MVTR1fyrU/view
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Dhaifullah al Khaswani, a nurse, came from Sheikh Maskin city in the northern suburbs of 
Daraa governorate. On Friday, March 15, 2013, he was arrested by Syrian Regime forces 
when passing through one of the regime’s checkpoints in ataman town in the northern 
suburbs of Daraa governorate. On Thursday, August, 30, 2018, we received information 
confirming his death due to torture inside a detention center.

- Russian forces:
Derar Bsirini, Ahmad Abdul Hamid Khattab and Mustafa Bakkour, were members of the Idlib 
governorate’s Civil Defense team at the Khan Sheikhoun Center, from Khan Sheikhoun city in 
the southern suburbs of Idlib governorate. They were killed on Thursday, February 8, 2018, 
in bombardment by fixed-wing warplanes, that we believe were Russian, with the planes 
firing a number of missiles at the Civil Defense center in the east of Khan Sheikhoun city.
The Civil Defense in Idlib city released a statement to mourn the three members.

- International Coalition forces:
Basma Mohammad, was a married nurse, from Tal Abyad city in the northern suburbs of 
Raqqa governorate. On Friday, January 26, 2018, she was killed, along with her young 
daughter Sajeda al Ali, in bombardment by fixed-wing International Coalition forces war-
planes, with the planes firing missiles on al Sh’afa city in the eastern suburbs of Deir Ez-
Zour governorate.

- Other parties:
Hassan Haj Hasan, an anesthesiologist and a professor at the Institute of Health Technolo-
gy in Damascus city, was married with children. On Friday, February 23, 2018, he was killed 
in Rekn al Din neighborhood in Damascus city by an explosion. We have been unable to 
identify either the device or weapon used or the source of the explosion up to the time of the 
preparation of this report. The neighborhood is under the control of Syrian Regime forces.

Derar BsiriniAhmad Abdul Hamid KhattabMustafa Bakkour

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1E2CBZ-MCQH3Wikq1ubcoHpqPoXEUTTlq/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/107w3gRifOWGbsSfBZhLGxL2fytZk1eUt/view
http://sn4hr.org/wp-video/watch.php?id=1565&token=dLqINunya40QwXEgRWtHWBM4ISvDHZAK
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Zgcn-1SG4HHK-gxwJwqeYdCd9_ABAZ1g/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GlYRZJ158Y4MJM20O-eTQevMExcDIZk5/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BP3dgqzChDvSvIu1tFAmkehcaB7ikaUD/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1B4GDS1w5G4m2F0aF_Dyp2FZQlt4ZI_VD/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tZU8yLKx9Rr8neZJ4LOilNMUFgOU3rZN/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uMFlZeLmdggEQ8OWlaMTkq5Xu3C-uUiy/view
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Ali Hussein al Ahmad, Ragheb Mohammad Khair al Bakr, Zakariya Shaban al Saeed, Mo-
hammad Mahmoud al Mustafa, and Ahmad Abdul Jawad al Issa, were members of the Civil 
Defense team at the al Hader Center in Tal Hadya in the southern suburbs of Aleppo gover-
norate. On Saturday, May 26, 2018, they were shot dead by gunmen who attacked the center. 
The attack also resulted in the injury of another team member Ibrahim Mohammad Ahmadiya, 
who died as a result of his wounds on Sunday, January 3, 2018. We have been unable to 
identify who was responsible for the attack up to the time of the preparing of this report.
Ali, from Homs city, was 30 years old.
Ragheb, from Kosniya village in the southern suburbs of Aleppo governorate, was 36 years old.
Zakariya, from Aleppo city, was 29 years old.
Mohammad, from al Zeyara town in the western suburbs of Hama governorate, was 
32 years old.
Ahmad, from Um al Karamil village in the southern suburbs of Aleppo governorate, was 37 
years old.
Ahmad al Omar, a second-year Dentistry student from Ma’ar 
Shamarin village in the eastern suburbs of Idlib governorate, 
worked in the operations administration section of the ‘Free’ 
Hama Health Directorate. On Wednesday, October 10, 2018, 
he was killed in an explosion of an IED near his car on the out-
skirts of al Fu’a village in the northern suburbs of Idlib gover-
norate. We have been unable to identify the party behind the 
explosion up to the time of the preparation of this report given 
the extreme difficulty in identifying the perpetrators respon-
sible for such attacks. On Sunday, December 2, 2018, we 
contacted activists from the area who confirmed the incident.

B. Attacks on vital medical and Civil Defense facilities:
- Syrian Regime forces:
On Tuesday, February 6, 2018, fixed-wing Syrian Regime forces warplanes fired missiles at 
the ‘Save a Soul’ center for psychological treatment, in Kafr Batna in the Eastern Ghouta in 
the east of Damascus Suburbs governorate, which caused partial destruction to the center 
building, and severely its equipment and cladding, putting the center out of service. We 
note that the center was the only one for psychiatric illnesses in the Eastern Ghouta. The 
town was under the control of Factions of the Armed Opposition at the time of the incident.

Ahmad al Omar

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ulG9wnp89wJWLpNQ8jTYTmHMlOykY227/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gsbhPcl1HO5VzUA2c4SeZ9KcpdyXBtjS/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uBwKxJ8k_5nN0lwqN1eqgO8tB3cxivW-/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NCAmipYnW0aE7e24BMZI_NXXQC80EQYX/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dantJi99FGqR6GLRBvKSeSkh_f-GhGt-/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19GT3DEHQoU2dqi0g3EhoL5pSLXrdMNST/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yE7uSdjh1fdX4SZ4CHVvUbsgRD7NyDpB/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mgCqHxKLCLytCsz5xQ_5SXvuvPcgH_xj/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NgynZizYwVcTUdcQhKmjyAfx3cuWdGrz/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1usWBhjhNCAJb1GOUDsGlccadaE-YoYIq/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14ZhNT8VJgz8vYKo3Fo4xWMSg9N0wmFKR/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1g_40j27YISgTxnFWAhQAvfiw9xq4cZXT/view
https://drive.google.com/a/sn4hr.org/file/d/1I9Gno9-Kt-EjBoyLARn5aw7U749doHFW/view?usp=drive_open
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QKHmt8ff22IVJYEafnSIeuE7N5VqcTTZ/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wv73fsYlk07uv0TwMaUtX6aci4jaTd1D/view
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On Wednesday, June 27, 2018, at around 16:00, fixed-wing warplanes of the Syrian-Rus-
sian forces (still under verification to identify the actor) fired missiles al Jiza Hospital, a 
medical facility supported by the Syrian American Medical Association (SAMS), in al Jiza 
town in the eastern suburbs of Daraa governorate. The attack resulted in the death of para-
medic Mohammad al Fahd, and the injury of three members of the medical staff, in addition 
to severely damaging the hospital building, putting it out of service. The town, which was 
under the control of Factions of the Armed Opposition at the time of the incident, is under 
the control of Syrian Regime forces at the time of the preparation of this report.
The Syrian American Medical Association released a statement to condemn the attack on 
the hospital

On Saturday, September 8, 2018, Syrian Regime helicopters dropped two barrel bombs in 
front of the entrance to Nabd al Hayat Hospital (formerly Sham Surgical Hospital), an under-
ground facility supported by the Syrian Relief and Development Organization (SRD), in the 
south of Hass village in the southern suburbs of Idlib governorate. The attack caused se-
vere damage to the hospital building and its equipment, in addition to setting the hospital’s 
electric generators on fire. The village was under the control of Armed Opposition faction 
at the time of the incident.

Damages inflicted in bombardment by Syrian Regime helicopters of the Nabd al Hayat 

Hospital in Hass village/ Idlib/ September 8, 2018

https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Al+Jeezah,+Syria/@32.5665223,36.3179565,14z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x151bc3d6e3cc68db:0x7af57bed8b7b0323!2sAl+Jeezah,+Syria!3b1!8m2!3d32.5709794!4d36.3118796!3m4!1s0x151bc3d6e3cc68db:0x7af57bed8b7b0323!8m2!3d32.5709794!4d36.3118796
https://www.sams-usa.net/press_release/sams-supported-hospital-attacked-amidst-escalating-attacks-daraa/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1c00FtlY_gdzQ4J7Cz9QiRGkfnAmRy8eP/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bzPhaWWPyeGvqW2bRpY72UoPc3hYcf1W/view
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AQ1fYH-6WTM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z-2BovBeKU4&feature=youtu.be
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vlJqQS3kowUytUvfimKAjvrVuVLbtaRU/view
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Hass,+Syria/@35.6173252,36.5932918,15z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x152458135269b317:0x72eed6d7c9044532!2sHass,+Syria!3b1!8m2!3d35.6181774!4d36.5958947!3m4!1s0x152458135269b317:0x72eed6d7c9044532!8m2!3d35.6181774!4d36.5958947
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KF-L48Xl1aNHJzij3JUNwFp6LxU6tXTB/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16tgYzCB7mwZppbxK1Bu5mVyPiem8GeqV/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fIiI-UiOiAQ7EW95Ksu_UxzSSXh7S_8J/view
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- Russian forces:
On Monday, February 5, 2018, fixed-wing warplanes, which we believe were Russian, fired 
a missile at the Kafranbel Surgical Hospital, in the north of Kafranbel city, which is located 
in the southern suburbs of Idlib governorate. The missile landed in the center of the hospital 
building, which caused significant destruction to the building, and severely damaging the 
hospital’s equipment and an ambulance, putting the hospital out of service. The city was 
under the joint control of Factions of the Armed Opposition and Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the 
time of the incident.

 On Saturday, April 7, 2018, fixed-wing warplanes, which we believe were Russian, fired 
three missiles at the building housing the Civil Defense management center for the northern 
sector in Kafr Zita, in the northern suburbs of Hama governorate, causing severe destruc-
tion to the building, and severely damaging its equipment, furnishings and fittings, tempo-
rarily putting it out of service. The city was under the control of an Armed Opposition faction 
at the time of the incident.

Destruction in the aftermath of Russian air strikes on the building of command 

of the north sector of the Civil Defense in Kafr Zita/ Hama/ April 7, 2018.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sHoHwNQgSDyHwhGhkPrsUktCJxrmUztp/view
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZyBY53tFlhc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4U5Wix7sHqo&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EFQFNAjO0ts&feature=youtu.be
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PSkQbSp5JVt_eoq0OF4ob-h28aHYWxtE/view
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eYl6T92c5pc&feature=youtu.be
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12lnEK6mEiPmlcmGurEFK-cWQFsv2RTfx/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1m2gZLcBi-U4cEMoYni_tIf9QHJg9p9XG/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RaHd7eLhjJVmY0qlbk41eV1_DdWYqdGN/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XJ6oliCa0qEqR1uX8X0hO6ym7pfxd580/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zvQcyS8R3arL7Sbsr7HydSQD7YBN-2G7/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QNROM-DuMj-v-AlQvjCWTud4qA5gqELe/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mBrXCu7GHSe9KG-mlZxWLOlkFW20j8FM/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Him6lMhFk3o-pXUYYhIB994jmiMQsLuV/view
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- International coalition forces
On Friday, February 2, 2018, fixed-wing International Coalition forces warplanes fired mis-
siles at the makeshift hospital in al Bahra village in the eastern suburbs of Deir Ez-Zour 
governorate, resulting in a massacre, whose victims included three nurses amongst the 
hospital’s medical personnel. The attack also inflicted significant destruction to the hospital 
building, and severely damaged the medical equipment, putting the hospital out of service. 
The village was under the control of ISIS at the time of the incident. 

On Thursday, November 29, 2018, fixed-wing international coalition warplanes fired a number 
of missiles at al Yarmouk Women’s Hospital in the ‘Twenty-Four’ neighborhood in al Sh’afa city 
in the eastern suburbs of Deir Ez-Zour governorate, resulting in a massacre, in addition to 
completely destroying the hospital building, putting the hospital out of service. The city was 
under the control of ISIS at the time of the incident. 

- Other parties
On Thursday noon, April 12, 2018, three IEDs placed inside a car exploded near the Izaz 
Dispensary in the center of Izaz city in the northern suburbs of Aleppo governorate, caus-
ing significant destruction to the façade of the building and its cladding. We have been un-
able to identify the party behind the explosion up to the time of the preparation of this report 
given the extreme difficulty in identifying the perpetrators responsible for such attacks. The 
city was under the control of Factions of the Armed Opposition at the time of the incident. 

On Thursday, June 21, 2018, a bomb affixed to a motorcycle exploded in front of a house 
seized earlier by Hay’at Tahrir al Sham for use as a headquarters, located behind the head-
quarters of the Syrian Red Crescent – formerly the Carlton Hotel building – in the south of 
Idlib city. This was followed by an explosion from a car bomb five minutes later at the same 
location, which resulted in a massacre, in addition to causing moderate damages to the 
Red Crescent headquarters’ building and furnishings. We have been unable to identify the 
party behind the two explosions up to the time of the preparation of this report given the 
extreme difficulty in identifying the perpetrators responsible for such attacks. The city was 
under the control of Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

On Tuesday, August 7, 2018, gunmen broke into al Sahel Specialist Hospital, located be-
tween Ein al Bayda and Kherbet al Jouz areas near the Syrian-Turkish border in the western 
suburbs of Idlib governorate. The gunmen kidnapped a doctor, as well as seizing a car be-
longing to the hospital. We note that al Sahel Health Directorate announced the suspension 
of work at the hospital in protest at the attack. We have been unable to identify the party 
behind these incidents up to the time of the preparation of this report. The area was under 
the control of Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

http://sn4hr.org/wp-video/watch.php?id=1483&token=MBdnwx9MkRAXUUPQTIVKqLJxiQ8fcrgP
http://sn4hr.org/wp-video/watch.php?id=1859&token=VDzFamselOBN4PUwVibd5CpUSelJdAnY&fbclid=IwAR2gUf7A1M0z0DnNDOilQMeoM7NvDdkdaKL4J5X_dx8AGUTq4tkHiiTup34
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Ash+Sha'Fah,+Syria/@34.5576131,40.9278169,13.25z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x15463d4681126e0d:0xbca331b13fa9c6a1!8m2!3d34.570599!4d40.9334411
https://www.google.com/maps/place/%D8%A3%D8%B9%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B2%D8%8C+%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7%E2%80%AD/@36.5829651,37.0646178,13.48z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x152fc3e60b42e1a9:0x984b666345498b70!8m2!3d36.5868261!4d37.0480843?hl=ar
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZbNxpD3GLZU3QLcMnflwFK-lNbvKo-tH/view
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VI. Conclusions and Recommendations
• The incidents mentioned in this report are considered, beyond any doubt, to constitute 
violations of Security Council Resolutions 2139 and 2254 which both state that indiscrimi-
nate attacks must be ceased. Also, these incidents are violations of Article 7 and 8 of Rome 
Statute through the act of willful killing which constitutes war crimes.
• The attacks mentioned in this report constitute violations of Security Council resolution 2286 
which states that attacks and threats against the wounded and sick, medical personnel and 
humanitarian personnel exclusively engaged in medical duties, their means of transport and 
equipment should be ceased, as well as hospitals and other medical facilities.
• We can confirm that most of the incidents included in this report have targeted unarmed ci-
vilians. Therefore, Syrian regime forces have violated the rules of international human rights 
law which guarantee the right to life. Additionally, these violations, which were perpetrated 
in a non-international armed conflict, constitute war crimes, fulfilling all the criteria for this 
definition. Also, Russian forces, ISIS, factions of the Armed Opposition, Self-Management 
forces, international coalition forces, and other parties have committed acts that amount to 
war crimes through the crime of extrajudicial killing or targeting vital civilian facilities.
• The attacks listed in this report are considered to be violations of customary international 
humanitarian law, with the bombardment targeting populated areas rather than any mili-
tary-related target.
• Aerial bombardment has caused immense collateral damage, including loss of lives, inju-
ries, and severe damages to civil facilities. There are strong indicators suggesting that the 
damage was extremely excessive compared to the anticipated military benefit.

Recommendations
Security Council
• The Security Council must take additional steps following the adoption of resolutions 2139 
and 2254, with no pledges to stop the indiscriminate bombing yet issued. All parties to the 
conflict should respect these steps, and adhere to the rules of the international humanitar-
ian law.
• The Syrian case must be referred to the International Criminal Court and all those respon-
sible for related crimes should be held accountable, including the Russian regime whose 
involvement in war crimes has been repeatedly proven.
• Expand sanctions to include the Syrian, Russian, and Iranian regimes who are directly 
involved in crimes against humanity and war crimes against the Syrian people.



www.sn4hr.orgsnhr info@sn4hr.org19

• Include the militias fighting on the side of the Syrian government, who are responsible 
for widespread massacres, such as Iranian militias, the Lebanese group Hezbollah, other 
Shiite groups, the National Defense Army, and Shabiha, on the international list of terrorist 
groups.
• Abstain from treating the Syrian government as a legitimate official entity after it perpetrat-
ed crimes against humanity with regard to the safety of civilians, health and rescue workers 
or humanitarian personnel, and stop giving it the largest portion of financial and other aid 
as this is being delivered to government loyalists as a reward for their loyalty rather than to 
people who are truly in-need.

International Community
• In light of the split within the Security Council and its resulting utter incapability, action 
should be taken on the national and regional levels to form alliances to support the Syrian 
people that would protect them from the daily killing and siege which they continue to en-
dure and to increase support for relief efforts. Additionally, the principle of universal juris-
diction should be implemented in local courts regarding these crimes in order to conduct 
fair trials for all those involved.
• SNHR has repeatedly called for the implementation of the ‘Responsibility to Protect’ in 
dozens of studies and reports and as a member of the International Coalition for the Re-
sponsibility to Protect (ICRtoP) after all political channels through the Arab League’s plan 
and then Mr. Kofi Annan’s plan have been exhausted and proved fruitless, along with the 
Cessation of Hostilities statements and Astana agreements that followed. Therefore, steps 
under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations should be taken and the norm of the 
“Responsibility to Protect”, which was established by the United Nations General Assembly, 
should be implemented. The Security Council is still hindering the protection of civilians in 
Syria.
• Renew pressure on the Security Council to refer the case in Syria to the International Crim-
inal Court
• Work on fulfilling justice and achieving accountability in Syria through the United Nations 
General Assembly and the Human Rights Council and to enact the principle of universal 
jurisdiction.
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OHCHR
The OHCHR should submit a report the Human Rights Council and other organs of the 
United Nations on the incidents included in this report and the massacres that preceded 
them, since the failure to act in the fact of these crimes is a glaring failure, one of a string 
of daily sporadic violations of a smaller scope. Also, the OHCHR should work to implement 
the recommendations in this report.

Commission of Inquiry (COI)
Launch investigations into the cases included in this report and previous reports. SNHR is 
willing to cooperate and provide more evidence and data.

International, Impartial, and Independent Mechanism (IIIM)
Address the cases mentioned in this report and previous reports. SNHR is willing to coop-
erate and provide more evidence and data.

European Union and United States of America
Support the International, Impartial and Independent Mechanism that was established in 
accordance with General Assembly Resolution 71/248, adopted on December 21, 2016, 
and establish local tribunals that enjoy universal jurisdiction, and address the war crimes 
that were perpetrated in Syria.

Syrian regime
• Stop treating the Syrian state as a private family property.
• Cease the terrorization of the Syrian people through killing the teams that provide medical, 
aid, and rescue services.
• Cease the bombing of hospitals and protected objects, as well as civilian areas, and re-
spect customary humanitarian law.
• Assume responsibility for restitution for all the legal and material repercussions, and com-
pensate victims and their families from the Syrian state’s resources.

Russian regime
• Launch investigations regarding the incidents that resulted in civilian casualties, make 
the findings of these investigations public for the Syrian people, and hold the individuals 
involved accountable.
• Compensate all affected facilities and centers, and reconstruct and rehabilitate them. 
Also, compensate all the families of victims killed by the current Russian regime, as well as 
all the wounded.
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• Immediately cease bombing hospitals, protected objects, and civilian areas, and respect 
customary international humanitarian law.

The Coalition (international coalition forces and Syrian Democratic Forces)
• The states of the coalition must unequivocally and genuinely acknowledge that some of 
their bombardment operations have resulted in the killing of innocent civilians. Denying this 
fact will undermine trust in these governments, with all these incidents well documented 
and explicitly exposed in residents’ and survivors’ accounts. Rather than issuing denials, 
these states should take speedy steps to launch serious investigations, and immediately 
compensate and apologize to the victims and those who were affected.
• The states supporting the SDF should apply pressure on these forces in order to compel 
them to cease all of their violations in all the areas and towns that are under their control. 
• All forms of support to the SDF, military and other forms, should be ceased until the SDF 
commits itself to adhering to the previous recommendations. This is primarily the support-
ing states’ responsibility. Providing the SDF with weapons and support while knowing that 
these can be used in war crimes or crimes against humanity can be seen as a contribution 
to these crimes.

Factions of the Armed Opposition
Ensure the protection of vital medical facilities and civil defense facilities and their related 
personnel in all areas, and launch investigations into the incidents included in this report.

Medical organizations around the world
There is a severe shortage of medical manpower in Syria due to the ceaseless targeting, 
persecution and killing of medical and rescue personnel. Firstly, Syrian doctors must return 
to Syria to compensate for the severe shortage in medical personnel. Also, international 
organizations can send volunteers to safe areas where wounded people are sent for treat-
ment. We have recorded many cases where wounded people died due to lack of medical 
resources.

Acknowledgment and Condolences
Our most sincere thanks and condolences to the residents and local activists who effective-
ly contributed to this report.
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