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:I. Background

The Syrian Network for Human Rights (SNHR), 
founded in June 2011, three months after the out-
break of the popular uprising in March 2011, is an 
independent human rights organization which 
monitors and documents human rights violations 
in Syria, mobilizing our efforts and capabilities to-
wards limiting them, contributing to the protec-
tion of the victims’ rights, exposing the perpetra-
tors of violations in preparation for holding them 
accountable, raising awareness amongst Syrians 
of their civil and political rights, promoting the 
optimal conditions for human rights, advanc-
ing transitional justice, supporting democratic 
change, achieving justice and peace in Syria, and 
cataloging and archiving the history of events. 
Based on these objectives, the Syrian Network for 
Human Rights archives the violations’ incidents it 
documents within an extensive database, issuing 
reports and studies based on the material gath-
ered there.

SNHR is a member of the International Coalition 
for the Responsibility to Protect (ICR2P), the In-
ternational Coalition of Sites of Conscience, the 
International Cluster Munition Coalition (CMC), 
the International Campaign to Ban Landmines 
(ICBL), the Every Casualty Worldwide (ECW), and 
a founding member of the Global Alliance on War, 
Conflict & Health.

It should also be noted that the Office of the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) has 
relied on the Syrian Network for Human Rights as 
a primary source in all of its statistics on the anal-
ysis of victims of the conflict in Syria; SNHR also 
works in cooperation with the Independent Inter

This is the Syrian Network for Human Rights’ eleventh 
annual report since the start of the popular uprising in 
March 2011, which subsequently turned into an inter-
nal, and partly an international, armed conflict. Since 
the early days of the peaceful uprising for freedom and 
dignity, Syrian citizens have been subjected to the most 
egregious types of violations by the Syrian authorities; 
from the beginning, these have included arbitrary ar-
rest, torture, enforced disappearance, and even killing, 
with regime forces starting by using live bullets against 
unarmed protesters who took to the streets in peaceful 
demonstrations to express their opinions; now, for the 
eleventh consecutive year, we continue to document the 
perpetration of multiple violations against Syrian citizens 
and the Syrian state by multiple parties, with the Syrian 
regime in general responsible for by far the largest pro-
portion of violations throughout this period.

While this report shows a numerical decline in the extent 
of some violations, the Syrian people in all regions are 
still subjected to violations, many of which are consid-
ered the worst in the world, in particular forced displace-
ment, torture, enforced disappearance, the looting of 
their lands and properties. The effects of these violations 
are not measured or felt in the abstract, apart from the 
terrible accumulation of the past ten years, during which 
the violations have continued without pause, meaning 
that the terrible effect of these violations increases day 
by day, and the situation continues to go from bad to 
worse. In our annual report for the year 2017, we warned 
of the loss of the state, and we believe that by 2021, and 
even before then, we had already arrived at the stage of 
the collapse of the state.

The Syrian state has now become simply a setting for an 
exchange of fire in proxy international conflicts, a weap-
ons-testing laboratory, and a backdrop for the establish-
ment and recruitment of militias and mercenary groups, 

with Syria’s geographical territory disintegrating into five 
spheres of influence, each of which is also a setting for its 
own internal inter-state conflicts, without any considera-
tion or respect for the laws of war. At the same time, none 
of the parties involved in administering these territories 
respect the rights of their residents, forcing the majority 
of the Syrian people towards displacement and seeking 
asylum. Repression and corruption have, to date, caused 
the displacement of 13 million Syrian citizens and the de-
struction of thousands of vital facilities and millions of 
buildings, (in addition to other less important, but no less 
destructive, factors) in addition to bringing about a com-
prehensive economic collapse, while Syrians in general 
have lost the ability to initiate any meaningful action for 
positive change amid the maelstrom surrounding them, 
reaching a state of paralysis and absolute powerlessness 
in which they are denied any substantial role.

We believe that the main cause of all the unimaginable 
suffering that the country and the people have endured 
from this comprehensive collapse is the Syrian regime, 
which flatly rejected the just, popular demands for gen-
uine democratic elections to end the despotic dynastic 
rule of the ruling family and the brutal, pervasive control 
of its security services; instead, the regime met these 
long-denied demands for fundamental human rights with 
murderous iron and fire, enabled by the security services’ 
blind loyalty and the support of the regime’s dictatorial 
and totalitarian allies globally provided in exchange for 
the functional services provided by the regime to various 
countries at the expense of the dignity and freedom of 
Syria. Based on all these factors, the regime has inflict-
ed the most atrocious types of violations, many of which 
amount to crimes against humanity, as was proven by the 
Koblenz Court in the sentence it recently issued against a 
former regime official. The regime’s aim in committing 

I. Introduction:

https://sn4hr.org/member-in/
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/SY/HRDAGUpdatedReportAug2014.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/SY/HRDAGUpdatedReportAug2014.pdf
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these atrocities was to deter and end popular demands, and to destroy every possible channel for free-
dom, to show that it would accept no form of negotiation for a democratic political transition even if this 
refusal led to the collapse of the Syrian state and the fragmentation of society.

The international community, most particularly the allies of the Syrian regime, must realize that the 
continued perpetration of violations in such a dangerous manner means that the Syrian nation and state 
will turn into a quagmire of endless conflicts and a fertile environment for extremist organizations on all 
sides, bringing additional waves of asylum, and ending any hope for the idea of safe return for refugees 
and stability for the nation. The international community must acknowledge that there remains only one 
feasible solution, which is to rebuild the collapsed and shattered state on the foundations of genuinely 
democratic values and respect for human rights, foremost among which are citizenship and freedom. 
This will enable the millions of Syrians scattered around the world to restore hope and to return to their 
country and work to rebuild it, and to improve its living, social and economic conditions towards progress 
and civilization.

Fadel Abdul Ghany, Director of the Syrian Network for Human Rights, says:
“The talk among some countries about normalizing relations with the Syrian regime was one of the 
most reprehensible issues in 2021; even worse was the failure of democratic countries to object 
to this intolerable proposal, which gives no consideration to the millions of Syrian people who are 
victims of murder, torture, and displacement by the Syrian regime, which has not changed in any 
way from its brutal behavior towards Syria’s people, and which still completely rejects any politi-
cal solution based on democratic principles that respect fundamental tenets of universal human 
rights. Also, the other parties involved in the conflict in Syria are still engaged in committing mul-
tiple violations, with all still continuing to prey upon the ruins of the collapsed Syrian state.”
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Background:
The Syrian Network for Human Rights (SNHR), found-
ed in June 2011, three months after the outbreak of 
the popular uprising in March 2011, is an independent 
human rights organization which monitors and docu-
ments human rights violations in Syria, mobilizing our 
efforts and capabilities towards limiting them, contrib-
uting to the protection of the victims’ rights, expos-
ing the perpetrators of violations in preparation for 
holding them accountable, raising awareness amongst 
Syrians of their civil and political rights, promoting 
the optimal conditions for human rights, advancing 
transitional justice, supporting democratic change, 
achieving justice and peace in Syria, and cataloging 
and archiving the history of events. Based on these ob-
jectives, the Syrian Network for Human Rights archives 
the violations’ incidents it documents within an exten-
sive database, issuing reports and studies based on the 
material gathered there.

SNHR is a member of the International Coalition for the 
Responsibility to Protect (ICR2P), the International Co-
alition of Sites of Conscience, the International Cluster 
Munition Coalition (CMC), the International Campaign 
to Ban Landmines (ICBL), the Every Casualty Worldwide 
(ECW), and a founding member of the Global Alliance 
on War, Conflict & Health.

It should also be noted that the Office of the High Com-
missioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) has relied on the 
Syrian Network for Human Rights as a primary source 
in all of its statistics on the analysis of victims of the 
conflict in Syria; SNHR also works in cooperation with 
the Independent International Commission of Inquiry 
(COI) and has signed a data-sharing agreement with 
the Independent International and Impartial Mecha-
nism (IIIM), United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF),
and other UN bodies, as well as with international or-
ganizations such as the Organization for the Prohibi-
tion of Chemical Weapons (OPCW). The SNHR is one 

of the most important data sources for the Syria situ-
ation reports issued by the foreign ministries of many 
countries worldwide, with a large number of Arab and 
international news agencies relying on the SNHR’s re-
ports and statistics for their coverage and reports on 
Syria. 

In 2021, the Syrian Network for Human Rights con-
tinued its work, issuing approximately 73 reports and 
nearly 1,056 news bulletins, in which it addressed mul-
tiple types of the most notable human rights violations 
committed by the parties to the conflict and the con-
trolling forces in Syria, such as extrajudicial killings, ar-
rest, torture, displacement and forced displacement, 
and the use of prohibited munitions and other highly 
destructive munitions, and other violations. These re-
ports were based on evidence from numerous sourc-
es, including approximately 156 testimonies of victims 
who have been subjected to various types of violations, 
injured or survivors of the attacks, paramedics, central 
signal workers or victims’ families. All these testimonies 
were obtained through speaking directly with eyewit-
nesses, with none of them cited from any open sourc-
es. All these procedures are carried out under SNHR’s 
internal protocols, which we have worked for years 
to perfect, and which we strive constantly to develop 
through our experience in order to keep pace with the 
highest standards of care and reliability, in addition to 
hundreds of photos, videos and other open sources of 
information. Readers can study our working methodol-
ogy more extensively at this link. 

In this report, we provide examples of the incidents 
of violations that took place, many of which we have 
referred to in our annual report on the death toll of 
victims of extrajudicial killings, and the record of ar-
bitrary arrests, in order to ensure that the report is 
of a manageable length and to reduce the repetition 
of data cited in our numerous intersecting reports; in 

https://sn4hr.org/member-in/
https://sn4hr.org/?p=56711
https://sn4hr.org/?p=56711
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/SY/HRDAGUpdatedReportAug2014.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/SY/HRDAGUpdatedReportAug2014.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2020/04/09/54865/
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2020/04/09/54865/
https://sn4hr.org/blog/tag/annual-report/
https://sn4hr.org/blog/tag/annual-report/
https://sn4hr.org/blog/tag/annual-report/
https://media.sn4hr.org/en/
http://sn4hr.org/public_html/wp-content/pdf/english/SNHR_Methodology_en.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2022/01/01/57199/
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2022/01/01/57199/
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2022/01/02/57203/
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2022/01/02/57203/
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many cases, we have only referred to them in passing. Additionally, the report includes detailed informa-
tion on political, human rights-related and military events that occurred in 2021 to provide a clearer pic-
ture of the context of the events during which the violations occurred. We also emphasize that the legal 
reference works which we use in relation to the Syrian situation are international humanitarian law and 
customary international law, along with international human rights law, in addition to referring, within a 
narrow scope and a limited number of cases, to the Syrian regime’s violation of the Syrian Constitution 
and the local laws established in its name.

As we emphasize in every report, the information provided in this report represents the bare minimum 
of the actual severity and magnitude of the violations that occurred which we were able to document, 
given the exceptional difficulties and challenges that we have faced during our work as shown in the 
methodology. Also, it doesn’t include any analysis of the profound social, economic, and psychological 
ramifications.
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II. Record of the Most Notable Human Rights Violations in Syria 
in 2021 According to the SNHR Database:

This report covers the most notable human rights violations by the parties to the conflict and the con-
trolling forces in Syria between January 1, 2021, and January 1, 2022. These violations are outlined in the 
following infographic1 :

1 Infographic

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ljjop31DSYfKYCvKM4QF0_o1ciu5LujD/view
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1. Extrajudicial Killing:
SNHR documented in 2021 the deaths of 1,271 civilians, including 299 children and 134 women (adult 
female), killed at the hands of the parties to the conflict and the controlling forces in Syria, distrib-
uted as follows:

1,271 civilians were killed at the hands of the parties to the conflict and the controlling forces in Syria 
in 2021

299 children were killed at the hands of the parties to the conflict and the controlling forces in Syria 
in 2021

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JEx-czNHn07asJkoMa0T3hUKodtzFWDN/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jnWDljPHwVocEn7LhBgn8fVcnE6EOhag/view
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211 females were killed at the hands of the parties to the conflict and the controlling forces in Syria 
in 2021

104 individuals died due to torture at the hands of the parties to the conflict and the controlling forces 
in Syria in 2021

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LeTFg67SQwdWZC_FprV3ghECclp04ion/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jyuS0JpwWGA8iY9vvIOrydlWF5E8xJPn/view
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A. The main parties:
• Syrian Regime forces (army, security, local militias, and Shiite foreign militias)2 : 261 civilians, 

including 68 children and 32 women.
• Russian forces: 65 civilians, including 32 children and seven women.
• ISIS (the self-proclaimed ‘Islamic State’): Seven civilians, including two children.
• Hay’at Tahrir al Sham3 : 26 civilians, including two children.
• All Armed Opposition factions/ Syrian National Army4 : 24 civilians, including three children and 

two women.
• Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces (the Democratic Union Party): 75 civilians, including 11 

children and two women.
• US-led coalition forces: Two civilians.

B. Other parties:
We documented the deaths of 820 civilians, including 178 children and 91 women, at the hands of other 
parties, distributed as follows:
• Landmines whose source we have not been able to identify: 176 civilians, including 74 children and 25 

women.
• Shells whose source we have not been able to identify: 18 civilians, including one child and seven 

women.
• Gunfire by parties we have been unable to identify: 317 civilians, including 17 children and 25 women.
• Killings by parties we have been unable to identify: 162 civilians, including 22 children and 23 women.
• Bombings whose perpetrators we have not been able to identify: 111 civilians, including 51 children 

and eight women.
• Turkish border guards: 22 civilians, including seven children and two women.
• Jordanian border guards: One civilian.
• Lebanese forces: One civilian.
• Drowning: Four civilians, including two children.
• Turkish forces: Eight civilians, including four children and one woman.

2  We generally use the term ‘the Syrian regime’ rather than ‘the Syrian government’, because the nature of the ruling power in Syria is a totalitarian dictatorship 
based on ruling the nation in an authoritarian fashion through a very limited group of individuals, primarily the President of the Republic and his selected leaders 
of the security services, while the ministers, including the Prime Minister and the Minister of Interior, play a restricted, largely ceremonial role, which is limited to 
implementing precisely what the ruling regime orders, without any decision-making power or active role; this means that the government’s role is wholly subordinate 
and limited to serving the regime, with all the main powers being concentrated in the hands of the President of the Republic and the security services. Governance 
in Syria is wholly decided by the autocratic authority of the ruling family and there is no independent decision-making structure. Rather, the government is an empty 
façade there for show; the Minister of Interior receives orders from the security branches over which he nominally presides which are in turn under the command of 
the President, while the Minister of Justice cannot summon a civilian-level security agent other than the head of a security branch; the security branches, along with 
the president, are the true power and the governing regime in Syria. 
Although we acknowledge that the United Nations and its agencies use the term ‘the Syrian government’ in general, we believe that this is a completely inaccurate 
and misleading term in the Syrian context.

3  The United Nations has designated it as a terrorist organization

4  All Armed Opposition factions: Many of the factions that emerged since 2011 in various neighborhoods and areas in Syria no longer exist, and many of these factions 
were not under any central command structure. At the end of 2017, the Syrian National Army was established, with the Armed opposition factions, which remained 
at that point gathered under its command.
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2. Arbitrary Arrest and Unlawful Detention:
In 2021, SNHR’s team documented at least 2,218 cases of arbitrary arrests, including 85 children and 
77 women (adult female), at the hands of the parties to the conflict and the controlling forces in Syria, 
distributed as follows:

• Syrian Regime forces: 1,032, including 19 children and 23 women.
• Hay’at Tahrir al Sham: 121, including one child.
• All Armed Opposition factions/ Syrian National Army: 420, including six children and 47 women.
• Syrian Democratic Forces: 645, including 59 children and seven women.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kJ_3gWcT75l_AfqC8KyFAmCwVGLOt1Hb/view
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3. Targeting Medical Personnel:
SNHR documented in 2021 the deaths of 
seven medical personnel at the hands of the 
parties to the conflict and the controlling 
forces in Syria, distributed as follows:

A. The main parties:
• Syrian Regime forces: One.

B. Other parties:
We documented the deaths of six medical per-
sonnel at the hands of other parties, distribut-
ed as follows:
• Shells whose source we have not been able 

to identify: Three.
• Gunfire by parties we have been unable to 

identify: Three

4. Targeting Media Workers:
SNHR documented in 2021 the death of one media worker at the hands of Russian forces.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MXmQGL5WnMvwAzkaJSG_XzMKQrCY2XMo/view
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5. Attacks on Vital Civilian Facilities:
In 2021, SNHR documented at least 113 incidents of attacks on vital civilian facilities. These attacks 
were distributed according to the parties to the conflict and the controlling forces as follows:
A. The main parties:

• Syrian Regime forces: 52 incidents, 13 of which are still under investigation, with the primary par-
ties suspected of responsibility for these 13 attacks being either Syrian regime forces or Russian 
Forces.

• Russian forces: 14.
• Hay’at Tahrir al Sham: One.
• All Armed Opposition factions/ Syrian National Army: One.
• Syrian Democratic Forces: 11.

B. Other parties:
Other parties committed 34 incidents, which were distributed as follows:
• Explosions whose perpetrators we have not been able to identify: 18.
• Bombings whose perpetrators we have not been able to identify: 11.
• Shells whose source we have not been able to identify: Three, which are still under investigation, with 

the primary parties suspected of responsibility for these 13 attacks being either Syrian regime forces 
or Syrian Democratic Forces.

• Attacks by parties we have been unable to identify: Two.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Mk-1ixH1bcBSUtKjBEuPf85a5LorpkZS/view
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6. Unlawful attacks:
SNHR documented one cluster munition attack in 2021, carried out by Russian forces targeting Aleppo 
governorate. This attack resulted in the death of one civilian and caused moderate injuries to 10 others.

7. Forced displacement:
The Syrian Network for Human Rights estimates that nearly 86,000 civilians have been displaced in 2021, 
as a result of military operations launched by the Syrian-Russian alliance forces in northern and western 
Syria.
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III. Comparison between the Most Notable Patterns of Human 
Rights Violations in 2020 and 2021:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sUhsrc1MEEmYS27hC13blVVLjQTBLj61/view?fbclid=IwAR3u0xdOmo7QJ6FL1uJwR5SM6fbp5aKzQrEMJRps3PB4Bwdt8u4Xwc7d7oE
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZZ8yKzFhEDiXdtrmZFG0PjE8Laf7k8zG/view
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j7X-QB_yULru3ihXw0PpYBNtHOC3oiD4/view
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wZgdy4L8_XDQkUvXLrlve6Ya71035T-Z/view
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Emckq3xIeyGRugrR3ifwb3OlvoMn65be/view
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1m20qu1jOJF7PO2HlKbg9CHNk5mbh2MqJ/view
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/11qz6eihPrjr74a13YFRtIm7k4DGtoPS8/view
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IV. Summarizing the Most Notable Human Rights Violations 
Committed by the Parties to the Conflict and the Controlling 
Forces in Syria in 2021:

A. Syrian Regime forces (army, security, local militias, and foreign 
Shiite militias):

1. Violations related to the treatment of civilians and hors de combat fighters

a. Massacres and other acts of extrajudicial killings:
The killing of civilians in Syria continued for the eleventh consecutive year in 2021, as it has done con-
tinuously since the outbreak of the popular uprising for democracy in Syria in March 2011, resulting in 
casualty numbers that are among the largest worldwide; the ongoing nature of the crimes being perpe-
trated in Syria demonstrates the continuing instability of the situation in the country, and underlines the 
fact that it is still the most dangerous nation in the world for civilians, and remains an exceptionally in-
secure and perilous environment wholly unsuitable for the return of refugees. Although we documented 
that 2021 saw a decline in the rates of military operations by the Syrian regime’s forces and allies in 2021 
in general, many areas witnessed an escalation in combat operations, resulting in civilian deaths, mainly 
in the Idlib region, northwest of Syria, and in Daraa governorate. Also, deaths due to torture continued in 
the Syrian regime’s detention centers.
In 2021, SNHR documented the deaths of 261 civilians, including 68 children and 32 women (adult fe-
male), as well five massacres, at the hands of Syrian regime forces.
The percentage of women and children among the total number of civilian victims is 34%, once again 
clearly indicating that Syrian regime forces continue to deliberately target civilians through indiscrimi-
nate shelling and executions.

In 2020, Syrian regime forces killed 432 civilians, including 79 children and 29 women (adult female), and 
committed 11 massacres.

 – Most notable5  incidents of extrajudicial killing at the hands of Syrian Regime forces:
On Thursday, January 21, 2021, Saleh Ismail al Awaji, from Swaidan Jazira village in the eastern suburbs 
of Deir Ez-Zour, was killed when Syrian regime forces personnel shot him dead in al Qouriya city in the 
eastern suburbs of Deir Ez-Zour. Al Qouriya city was under the control of Syrian Democratic Forces at the 
time of the incident.

On Thursday, April 8, 2021, Syrian regime artillery forces, stationed in Shellef Castle in the northern sub-
urbs of Latakia, fired an MD-type anti-tank guided missile, targeting a car in which a number of civilians 

5  Based on the database, we provide some examples of the most notable killings, taking into account the severity of the human and material losses, in addition to 
the type of weapon and the context of the incident.
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were traveling whilst it was at the intersection of al Najeyya village in the western suburbs of Idlib, result-
ing in the deaths of seven civilians, including three children (two females and one male) and two women. 
The area was under the joint control of factions of the Armed Opposition and Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at 
the time of the incident.

On Wednesday, October 20, 2021, at around 08:05 local time, Syrian regime artillery forces began bom-
barding Ariha city in the southern suburbs of Idlib, coinciding with a Russian reconnaissance aircraft 
flying over the area, and in conjunction with the students heading to their schools. The shelling lasted 
for about ten minutes, during which ten shells fell on separate areas in the city center, resulting in the 
deaths of 12 civilians, including four children and one woman (a teacher), and injured about 30 others, in 
addition to causing damage to four vital civilian facilities.
The Syrian Network for Human Rights issued a detailed report on this attack. 

 A female child who was among the victims of shelling by Syrian regime forces of Ariha city, the
southern suburbs of Idlib – October 20, 2021 - Photo by Safi Hamam

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1s_q2dcDXSIROWcomc6ZZF8oB4K3ycAKh/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JAQfc30SjosUSC4iQmo4mX7IwzFWTPHD/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CvaVQQdutjzMGSiwpE-P2G6kPkIqDTrg/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FJWQ1oLqLz58DL_YHqxS7kF7F1_sTF3l/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FJWQ1oLqLz58DL_YHqxS7kF7F1_sTF3l/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1el95ox0lVEpeyCD1yVgi93y8ryq71nSJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12t5nmxe806Bac0InPhes9Ty3byV_lJG5/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16pWpMDtiq7WzkiwDh7k8esk4-2YFYDzS/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16pWpMDtiq7WzkiwDh7k8esk4-2YFYDzS/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JaULE03J5Iiu76HGhU2ecmbZk4FtrINo/view
https://sn4hr.org/?p=56982
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b. Arbitrary arrest and unlawful detention:
Syrian regime forces have continued to persecute and target Syrian citizens in areas under regime con-
trol in connection with their political dissent and expression of opinions, despite the right to both being 
guaranteed by the Syrian constitution and international law. This proves once again the truth of the cru-
cial point which we have reiterated several times previously, namely that no Syrian citizen can feel safe 
from arrests since these are carried out without any basis in law or any oversight by any independent ju-
diciary, and are perpetrated by the security services with no involvement by the judiciary. Following these 
arrests, detainees are routinely classified as forcibly disappeared persons, and therefore the areas under 
the control of the Syrian regime cannot be considered to constitute any sort of safe haven for residents 
there; all this underlines that regime-controlled areas of Syria are very definitely not a safe haven for the 
return of refugees or IDPs.

At the beginning of January, the Syrian regime made a series of appointments and transfers of admin-
istrative positions and senior officers in several security branches in the Syrian governorates, and SNHR 
believes that these measures were the reason for the decrease in the number of arrests by the regime 
by the end of January; despite this, regime forces have continued to persecute and arrest individuals who 
had concluded settlements of their security status with the regime in areas that had previously conclud-
ed settlement agreements with it; these arrests have been concentrated in Aleppo, Damascus Suburbs 
and Daraa governorates, with these operations continuing throughout 2021, mostly taking place during 
campaigns of mass raids and arrests and at checkpoints. We also documented widespread arrests, most 
of which were carried out by the regime’s criminal security branches spread across Syrian governorates, 
targeting pro-regime media workers and civilians, including university students, lawyers and state em-
ployees, over their criticism of the difficult living conditions and the regime’s governmental corruption in 
the areas controlled by the Syrian regime, with a series of other charges brought against them related to 
the cybercrime law, and with most of those arrested being imprisoned in Adra Central Prison in Damascus 
governorate.

In 2021, Syrian regime forces arrested Syrian citizens, all civilians, in connection with their efforts to mi-
grate illegally by sea and via multiple land border crossings. Those arrested included children, women and 
people who had previously settled their security status. We also documented arrests targeting civilians 
while they were visiting the Immigration and Passports offices in Syrian cities to obtain documents re-
lated to traveling abroad. In addition, we recorded nearly 218 arrests of returnees (refugees and IDPs) to 
areas under the control of Syrian regime forces, including seven children and six women.

In conjunction with the ‘presidential elections’ held unilaterally by the Syrian regime in May, we docu-
mented arrests targeting civilians on the grounds that they did not participate in these ‘elections’, while 
they were passing through the Syrian regime checkpoints, mainly those adjacent to areas that had pre-
viously seen settlements. These arrests were concentrated in the governorates of Aleppo, Hama and Da-
mascus Suburbs, where civilians were detained at checkpoints and in some cases were taken to security 
branches. We documented the release of most of these detainees hours after their arrest, when they had 
been subjected to beatings and humiliation.

2021 also saw arrests targeting journalists, as well as family members of activists in the popular uprising 
and of dissidents of the Syrian regime, as well as random arrests targeting civilians, including elderly 
people, women and children, concentrated in many areas of Daraa governorate in connection with the 
deteriorating security conditions and the residents’ rejection of the regime forces’ security presence in 
their areas.

https://sn4hr.org/?p=56150
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/07/12/56532/
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In addition, 2021 saw arrests on various grounds, including exchanging or receiving foreign currency and 
traveling and moving between areas under regime control and others controlled by other parties to the 
conflict.

In terms of releases from prisons and detention centers in 2021, we recorded that Syrian regime forces 
released at least 691 individuals, including 55 children and 36 women, distributed according to their 
background as follows:
 – 343 individuals - most of them from the governorates of Daraa and Damascus Suburbs - were re-

leased in the context of the reconciliation and settlement agreements carried out by the Syrian re-
gime in both governorates. According to family members and friends of the released individuals, and 
to the information recorded on our database, the former detainees spent an average period of one 
to three years in the Syrian regime’s detention centers.

 – 218 individuals were released from civil prisons in various governorates, after the end of their arbi-
trarily imposed sentences, with their release not being linked to the Amnesty Decree No. 13 of 2021. 
According to family members and friends of the released individuals, and to the information record-
ed on our database, the former detainees spent an average period of one to nine years in the Syrian 
regime’s detention centers.

 – 24 individuals were released from the security branches without having undergone any trials, follow-
ing detention for periods ranging from a couple of weeks to two months.

 – 106 individuals were released from detention centers in connection with the issuance of the Amnesty 
Decree No. 13 of 2021. We issued a special report on the decree and on documenting the arrest of 
more people than those who were released by the Syrian regime under the amnesty decree alone.

The released detainees spent their periods of arrest/ detention in extremely poor conditions which in-
cluded being subjected to torture, and endured an almost complete lack of healthcare and medical care, 
along with severe overcrowding; all had been arrested without receiving any explanation of the reasons 
for their detention and without any arrest warrants being provided.

The Syrian Network for Human Rights team documented the arbitrary arrest of at least 1,032 individu-
als, including 19 children and 23 women, by Syrian regime forces in 2021; of these, 146 individuals were 
released, most of whom had not undergone any trial, with many of those detained being conscripted 
into military service, while at least 886 individuals, including 11 women and nine children, were forcibly 
disappeared. This contrasts with the previous year, 2020, when SNHR documented the arbitrary arrest 
of at least 908 individuals, including 23 women and 13 children, by Syrian regime forces in 2020. The 
significant increase in the number of arrests in 2021 compared to 2020 can be attributed to the Syrian 
regime forces’ dedication to hunting down regime opponents and dissidents after the severity of the mil-
itary confrontations subsided, with the aim of continuing to terrorize and threaten society against any 
expression of opposition, particularly in the context of deteriorating economic and living conditions, and 
not to demand any political reforms.

https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/07/15/56546/
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 – Examples of the most notable incidents and cases of unlawful detention:
Waddah Muhi al Din, the office manager of the ‘Buq’aat Daw’ (Spotlight) magazine in Aleppo city, born 
in 1955, from Aleppo city, was arrested by Syrian regime forces in the city on January 9, 2021, after he 
criticized robberies taking place in the city’s markets on his Facebook account, and taken to the Criminal 
Security branch in Damascus city. He was released in accordance with Amnesty Decree No. 13 of 2021 
issued on May 2, 2021, for those who committed offenses, misdemeanors and felonies.

On Thursday, May 27, 2021, the Syrian regime’s Air Security Force and State Security Force personnel car-
ried out a campaign of raids and arrests in the neighborhoods of Bustan al Qasr and al Kallasa in Aleppo 
city. SNHR documented the arrest of 14 civilians over their opposition and refusal to participate in the 
‘presidential elections’ that took place on May 26, with all being taken to an undisclosed location. The raid 
was accompanied by regime forces destroying shops in the neighborhoods.

Two children, brothers Omran and Omier Mar’i Hasan Abazid, aged 15 and 14 respectively, from Ataman 
city in the north of Daraa governorate, were arrested along with their father by Syrian regime Military 
Security Force personnel on Monday, June 7, 2021, during a raid on their home in the village, and taken to 
an undisclosed location. 

Wael Hamshou, a student at Damascus University’s Petroleum En-
gineering faculty, born in 1999, from Lahtha village in north Su-
wayda governorate, was arrested by Syrian regime forces person-
nel on Wednesday, October 27, 2021, while he was passing through 
one of the regime checkpoints near Hasyaa town in the southern 
suburbs of Homs governorate, in connection with his participa-
tion in a protest criticizing the poor living conditions in Suwayda 
city in 2020. We documented that he was released on October 30, 
2021.

Waddah Muhi al Din
 Screenshot of the Facebook post in which Waddah Muhi al Din criticized robberies
taking place in Aleppo city’s markets

Wael Hamshou

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1osOFu-876EOYxr0ldLOu337RN7OwlkeU/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EfWBbDrRQBhtc8kiWu_9SfSiapb5Jg6O/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_dM3Y0dzJKBv58da09afKZ-i1Zorq-iz/view
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Photos of detainees released by Syrian regime forces show the effects of the gross neglect of medical 
and health care during their detention:
On Saturday, June 19, 2021, the Syrian regime released 32 detainees, all of them from Damascus Suburbs 
governorate, from its detention centers in Damascus governorate. The release was the result of a recon-
ciliation process carried out by the Syrian regime in Damascus Suburbs governorate.
The Syrian regime gathered all the detainees being released in a bus before releasing them in Kafr Batna 
town square in Damascus Suburbs governorate. The photos show the clear deterioration in the health 
conditions of the gaunt released prisoners.

c. Torture in detention centers:
All arrests and enforced disappearances carried out by Syrian regime forces have been accompanied by 
torture, which begins from the first moment of arrest and continues throughout the period of detention 
and enforced disappearance in various forms and methods, all of which are widespread and deliberately 
practiced in all detention centers. In a previous detailed report, SNHR documented the most notable 
torture methods used by Syrian regime forces in the regime’s detention centers and military hospitals, 
detailing 72 methods of physical, psychological and sexual torture, with torture affecting all detainees, 
including women, children, the elderly, disabled, invalids and people with special needs, excluding no-one. 
Torture often reaches exceptionally violent stages during the interrogation of the detainee with the aim 
of retaliating against him/her or extracting confessions and information under torture. In many cases, 

Photo of the released detainee Muham-
 mad Serdar before his re-arrest and

enforced disappearance in 2018

 Photo of the released detainee Abdullah
 Antar before his re-arrest and enforced

disappearance in 2018

 Photo of Muhammad Serdar
after his release in 2021

 Photo of Abdullah Antar after his
release in 2021

https://sn4hr.org/blog/2019/10/21/54362/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1U494WBs6QKyeNh-YdApBR04kuDOpjLcg/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HWUAKFFf43S42jQwP0dDHx0i6Ys9YUVY/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-BTJRbMhHcyXJwUJQv1L-7F-EipGBr6t/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nqErg4yTWPZtL54kQ8fTRlit7C4sM_P0/view
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torture acts have assumed a sectarian and region-based character, whereby the detainee is tortured sim-
ply because he or she belongs to an area whose population is known for opposing the Syrian regime, or 
merely for belonging to a certain sect. This abuse also coincides with intentional negligence towards de-
tainees’ healthcare, as well as starvation, and grotesquely unsanitary conditions of detention which lack 
the most basic hygiene and ventilation, as well as additional degrading treatment such as human stack-
ing of detainees in narrow, cramped, airless cells unsuited to accommodating the large and increasing 
numbers of detainees crammed into them, in addition to depriving the detainee of clothes and blankets 
in extremely low or high temperatures, with these barbaric conditions that the detainee may suffer from 
and endure for many years leading to a rising death toll due to torture and neglect of healthcare, causing 
almost daily deaths among detainees.

In most cases, the Syrian regime does not inform its victims’ families of their death in the detention center 
on the date of their death, with families instead learning of the death of their loved ones either through 
survivors of the detention centers or after they visit the military police headquarters in Damascus several 
times, or through the Civil Registry departments; families often get this harrowing information several 
years after the date of the detainees’ death; we have recorded at least seven individuals whose deaths 
were discovered by their loved ones through their families’ visit to the Civil Registry departments in the 
Syrian governorates in 2021. The families of most of these individuals confirmed to us that their deceased 
relatives were in good health when they were arrested, leading us to believe that they died due to torture 
and lack of healthcare, except for a small number of them who died as a result of death sentences issued 
by the Military Field Courts.

In 2021, the SNHR team documented the deaths of at least 78 individuals, including one child, due to tor-
ture and lack of healthcare at the hands of Syrian regime forces, compared to 130 individuals who were 
documented as having died as a result of torture at the hands of Syrian regime forces in 2020.

 – Examples of the most notable deaths due to torture and lack of healthcare:
Azad Abdul Qader Souran, born in 1986, from Khuleilkou village, 
which is administratively a part of Afrin city in the northwestern 
suburbs of Aleppo governorate, was arrested by Syrian regime 
forces in May 2021, as he was passing through one of the regime’s 
checkpoints in Aleppo city. Almost since that time, he has been 
classified as forcibly disappeared, with the Syrian regime denying 
his detention and preventing anyone, even a lawyer, from visiting 
him. On Monday, July 19, 2021, the Syrian regime’s Political Secu-
rity Force personnel notified his family of his death and instruct-
ed them to retrieve his body from Aleppo University Hospital in 
Aleppo city. SNHR data from numerous sources confirms that he 
was in good health at the time of his arrest, indicating that he 
most probably died due to torture in the Political Security Branch 
in Aleppo city.

Azad Abdul Qader Souran

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MlRkib6LTm2g0Rd8UpWK9dps9AO7zTIo/view
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Abdul Hadi al Masri, from the Bab al Sbaa neighborhood of Homs 
city, was arrested by Syrian regime forces on Thursday, July 21, 
2011, during a raid on his home in the neighborhood. Following his 
arrest, Abdul Hadi was transferred to a number of different pris-
ons during his detention, with the last prison being Homs Central 
Prison in Homs city. On Friday, October 22, 2021, Syrian regime 
forces informed his family of his death in Homs Central Prison due 
to infection with the COVID-19 coronavirus. We can also confirm 
that Syrian regime forces failed to hand over his body to his family.

d. Violations of children’s rights:
Children in Syria are subjected to many constant and repeated types of violations, varying in severity 
and prevalence, which have serious present and future repercussions for every Syrian child. At the Syrian 
Network for Human Rights, we focus on categories of grave and life-threatening violations identified by 
the United Nations Security Council, which we work tirelessly to document, always using our rigorous 
methodology. The killing of children is the greatest of these violations and the most severe in Syria due 
to the high percentage of child victims, with the second being arrest/abduction, which in the vast major-
ity of cases turns into enforced disappearance, followed by torture. We also focus on child recruitment, 
attacks on educational centers, etc. and on the resulting abandonment of education and falling behind 
in the educational process. 
You can read our latest report, which was issued on World Children’s Day, entitled “Tenth Annual Report 
on Violations against Children in Syria”, in which we documented the most notable violations of chil-
dren’s rights in Syria, especially in 2021.

A 13-year-old child, Ahmad Karmou al Yousef, from al Abzeimo town in the northwestern suburbs of 
Aleppo, was killed on Saturday, May 8, 2021, when Syrian regime artillery forces fired mortar shells at the 
eastern outskirts of al Atareb city in the westerns suburbs of Aleppo, which was under the control of the 
armed opposition/ Syrian National Army at the time of the incident.

On Saturday, July 3, 2021, at around 06:00 local time, Syrian regime artillery forces, working in coordi-
nation with a Russian reconnaissance aircraft, fired several shells targeting a house belonging to one of 
the Civil Defense personnel in the northeast of Balyoun village in Jabal al Zaweya, the southern suburbs of 
Idlib governorate, resulting in the deaths of two sister children, and injuring their parents, in addition to 
causing massive destruction to the house; when Civil Defense teams arrived to evacuate the injured and 
retrieve the dead, the same artillery forces shelled the same location, without inflicting more casualties. 
Balyoun village was under the joint control of factions of the Armed Opposition and Hay’at Tahrir al Sham 
at the time of the incident.

Abdul Hadi al Masri

https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/11/20/57059/
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/11/20/57059/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18ImK0IUncs9Uc4XhFufNQSDFmxCmF3fJ/view
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v9FyPrwoQA8
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1p0MZcoPFr_iM99YGbSjMoG90bvnCcRYl/view
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We contacted Hussam al Sheikh6 , a team leader at the Syrian Civil Defense Center in Balyoun village in 
Jabal al Zaweya, who went to the site of the incident and helped retrieve the victims:
“The house of our colleague in the Civil Defense, Omar al Omar, in Balyoun village was bombarded. 
I went to the site, where I found Omar and his wife looking for their children. Their situation was 
deplorable, as the reconnaissance aircraft was in the air, his children were under the rubble and he 
was slightly injured. We pulled out the body of a girl before we heard through the walkie-talkie that 
a shell had been launched from the side of Kafranbel. I asked the team to evacuate the site imme-
diately, and as we expected, the second shell landed in the same location, an accurate Krasnopol 
shell.” Hussam added that they returned to the site after the second shell fell and worked for many hours: 
“Finally, we were able to find the body of his second daughter, badly disfigured, on the outskirts of 
the site, and we buried them.”

On Thursday, July 22, 2021, artillery forces, stationed in areas controlled by Syrian regime forces in the 
southern suburbs of Idlib, in conjunction with a Russian reconnaissance aircraft overflying the area, fired 
a number of shells, targeting a house in the southern outskirts of Ebleen village, on the Balyoun village 
road, in the southern suburbs of Idlib governorate, resulting in the deaths of seven civilians from one 
family, including four children and one woman, and injured seven others. Ebleen village was under the 
joint control of factions of the Armed Opposition and Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

 Victims killed in a ground attack by Syrian regime forces targeting the south of Ebleen village in the
southern suburbs of Idlib - July 22, 2021

6  We contacted him via WhatsApp on July 28, 2021

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DRMIgLtUmXme6VE_3DxMeAmDsMAUFpXi/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UJYO8tvlypv2o_jG5x9OOfexm70fNLYs/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nGxyUDf4lMbNq7xt9fsMr8ync8M-6S4G/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yZDZMkTH_SAjfURBEoc7kyg1j0zLuSBF/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yZDZMkTH_SAjfURBEoc7kyg1j0zLuSBF/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sY58WFSrPbNFSVgfg7TXrEVVoqtW6uwh/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AozcJvABcvzkpiU5qE2kQlb9ONx64CL9/view
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e. Violations of women’s rights:
Women were subjected to multiple patterns of grave violations that targeted them directly and were 
doubly affected by the repercussions of the violations that affected Syrian society as a whole. Violence 
against women has increasingly escalated, with many associated violations reaching record levels, espe-
cially killing, torture, enforced disappearance and sexual violence, increasing to rates that are the worst in 
the world and constitute an additional tragedy for Syrian society, which has suffered unimaginable loss, 
grief and trauma for nearly eleven years, during which the basic rights of Syrian women have continued 
to be violated at the civil, political, social, economic, health, and psychological levels, with the country’s 
women, through the loss of family breadwinners, losing the protection and shield from the repercussions 
of the conflict, with this situation extending to imposing additional burdens on them in an already un-
stable society, exposing them to forced displacement, frequent displacement, and restrictions on their 
rights to work and movement. Despite the fact that most international charters and covenants, such as 
the Geneva Convention and the Additional Protocols, international humanitarian law, and the Internation-
al Covenant on Political and Civil Rights have accorded special protection to women in their articles, in all 
circumstances and despite their increased vulnerability, Syrian women still do not enjoy the lowest levels 
of protection and security, with violations of their rights being frequently practiced against them with 
impunity due to their gender. You can read our latest report, “Tenth Annual Report on Violations against 
Females in Syria”, in which we documented the most notable violations and incidents to which women in 
Syria were subjected, especially in 2021.

On the evening of Tuesday, September 7, 2021, Joud Yaser Sharrit was killed by Syrian regime artillery 
forces who fired several shells at al Dabeit neighborhood in the west of Idlib city. Joud, aged 21, who held 
an MA degree in Psychology, was the head of al Seraj al Munir Kindergarten for Memorizing the Holy 
Quran. The area was under the control of Armed Opposition factions and Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the 
time of the incident.

On Friday, October 1, 2021, Syrian regime forces used a missile launcher to fire a missile at a gathering of 
IDP tents in Batenta village in the western suburbs of Idlib governorate, resulting in the death of Ms. Fa-
timah Shlash, from Hwair al Eys village in the southern suburbs of Aleppo. Batenta village was under the 
joint control of factions of the Armed Opposition and Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

https://sn4hr.org/?p=57072
https://sn4hr.org/?p=57072
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bEPVk8O7SOyRYqN5P3SRlKCxe08riAqb/view
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2. Violations Concerning the Conduct of Hostilities:
a. Military operations and unlawful attacks:
1. Artillery and aerial attacks:
Syrian regime forces relied mainly on ground attacks in their various military operations launched during 
2021. The second half of the year also witnessed a military escalation in Daraa governorate, while the 
Idlib region in northwestern Syria witnessed another military escalation by Syrian-Russian alliance forces. 
We noticed that these attacks targeted populated areas and caused the death of civilians and damage 
to vital civilian facilities.

During 2021, we also recorded an intensive deployment of higher-quality weapons in terms of their accu-
racy in hitting the target and in the great destruction caused to the target site due to their being laser 
circuit-guided, with the Syrian-Russian alliance forces again deploying munitions whose use hadn’t been 
previously documented in the Syrian conflict. Additionally, we also faced great difficulty in definitively 
identifying the party responsible for some of the attacks, being unable to ascertain whether Russia or 
the Syrian regime bore responsibility, due to the presence of some launching platforms belonging to the 
Syrian regime, and others belonging to Russia, with these platforms being transferred between different 
locations. We discussed this in our report issued on September 9, 2021.

Among the most prominent features distinguishing 2021 from the preceding years was that no barrel 
bomb attacks were recorded during the year, although we documented a total of at least 474 barrel 
bombs in 2021, dropped by the Syrian regime’s helicopters and fixed-wing warplanes in various Syrian 
governorates.

On Saturday, July 17, 2021, at around 22:50 local time, a two-storey house, located on the northern out-
skirts of Ihsem town in Jabal al Zaweya in the southern suburbs of Idlib governorate, was hit by a shell, 
whose source hasn’t yet been identified by SNHR as of this writing, with the primary parties suspected 
of responsibility for the attack being either Syrian regime forces or Russian forces, as the shelling ema-
nating from an area controlled by them. The investigation process is still underway to identify the party 
responsible for the attack.

 Destruction in a house that was attacked, resulting in a massacre, in Ihsem town, south of Idlib - July 17, 2021 - Photo by:

Abdul Raouf Qentar

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VLJ-HL1gQEtWdwLD9qMDjtehQZBSmSoa/view
https://sn4hr.org/?p=56773
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The attack resulted in the deaths of nine civilians from one family, namely five female children and four 
women, including a nurse, and the injury of nearly seven other civilians, mostly women and children, in 
addition to extensive destruction to the house. Ihsem town was under the joint control of factions of the 
Armed Opposition and Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.
On Wednesday, August 11, 2021, Syrian regime artillery forces fired a number of shells at a wooded area 
near Barza village in the northern suburbs of Latakia governorate, resulting in the death of Ibrahim Eisa 
al Hajji, from Sallet al Zuhour village in the western suburbs of Idlib governorate, while he was collecting 
firewood in the area, which was under the joint control of factions of the Armed Opposition and Hay’at 
Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

On Sunday, November 28, 2021, artillery forces, stationed in areas under the control of the Syrian regime, 
fired a number of shells at Kafr Ta’al village in the western suburbs of Aleppo governorate, resulting in the 
death of Muhammad Ibrahim al Muhammad and injured others. The area was under the control of Armed 
Opposition factions and Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

On Thursday, December 2, 2021, artillery forces, stationed in areas under the control of the Syrian regime, 
fired a shell hitting a house in the east of Binnesh city in the northern suburbs of Idlib, killing a female 
child, named as Nour Saddam al Atrash, and injuring her family members, in addition to partially damag-
ing the structure of the house. The area was under the control of Armed Opposition factions and Hay’at 
Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

2. Siege and threats of military operations:
In 2021, Syrian regime forces continued their policy of besieging and storming areas to force their res-
idents to sign settlement agreements, submit to their terms and forcibly displace their residents; these 
operations were focused this year on southern Syria.

At the beginning of June, following the announcement of the results of the ‘presidential elections’, the 
people of Daraa governorate took to the streets for peaceful public demonstrations in several areas of 
the governorate expressing their rejection of these elections. As a result, on June 23, the Syrian regime 
demanded that the people of Daraa al Balad area in Daraa city hand over weapons. The next day, Syrian 
regime forces closed the roads leading to the area and restricted the movement of civilians to and from 
the area. The Syrian regime continued its siege of the Daraa al Balad area and the neighborhoods of Ta-
reeq al Sadd and the Camps in Daraa city. On July 4, Syrian regime forces closed the only road leading to 
the area, obstructed the entry of food and medical supplies to the area, and imposed strict restrictions 
on the movement of residents’ entry and exit; on July 27, Syrian regime forces stormed the al Shayyah 
area in the southern plains of the Daraa al Balad area, and the Gharz area in the eastern part of the city, 
before they escalated their operations after they encountered resistance from fighters from the area, 
bombarding several areas in the governorate.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AQwVi2IcbWfrraNwwPLEpeSqItLUq9Iu/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rKQQ-L9bjr4iiPd-bxV_CBaYfdCcMgvP/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LKzXA7Lieds2SM1pxP6MK0GzIczWZVWL/view


34 Eleventh Annual Report: The Most Notable Human Rights 

Violations in Syria in 2021

The State’s Collapse and Society’s Fragmentation

The Syrian regime continued to besiege the neighborhoods of Daraa city (Daraa al Balad area and the 
neighborhoods of Tareeq al Sadd and the Camps) until September 5, when an agreement was reached 
with Russia and the regime’s security committee to put an end to the military escalation in the city, which 
entered into force on the second day. The new agreement included several terms, most notably settling 
the status of individuals wanted by the Syrian regime, the deployment of nine military posts inside the 
neighborhoods of Daraa al Balad and Tareeq al Sadd neighborhood, the withdrawal of military reinforce-
ments affiliated with Syrian regime forces from the vicinity of Daraa city, and the lifting of the siege 
completely from the area after implementing the terms of the agreement, without addressing the issue 
of detainees and the forcibly disappeared by the Syrian regime from the people of the governorate. We 
issued two detailed reports in this regard.

b. Specifically protected individuals and objects
1. Medical sector:
Despite the decline in the level of the Syrian regime and its Russian ally’s bombardment of medical 
centers, the medical sector has not recovered from concentrated targeting over the past ten years; doz-
ens of medical centers bombarded by the Syrian/Russian alliance remain out of service, and thousands of 
medical personnel are still forcibly disappeared, with workers in this sensitive field continuing to migrate 
abroad, even as the COVID-19 pandemic increases the material and logistical burdens on this sector.

In 2021, we documented the deaths of at least one medical worker, as well as at least two attacks on hos-
pitals and other medical points; in 2020, we documented the deaths of nine medical personnel, and at 
least nine attacks on hospitals and other medical points by Syrian regime forces.

Maryam Barakat, a nurse from Mhambel town in Idlib suburbs, who worked at the ‘Save A Soul’ Hospital 
in Salqin city, was killed on Saturday, July 17, 2021, when the house she was in, located on the northern out-
skirts of Ihsem town - on the main road between Ihsem and Mar’yan village - in the southern suburbs of 
Idlib, was hit with an artillery shell, resulting in a massacre, with the primary parties suspected of respon-
sibility for the attack being Syrian regime forces or Russian forces, given that the shelling emanated from 
an area controlled by them. The investigation process is still underway to identify the party responsible 
for the shelling. We note that the attack coincided with a Russian reconnaissance aircraft flying over the 
area.

The attacks on medical facilities
On Sunday, March 21, 2021, at around 08:20 local time, artillery forces which we believe were stationed 
at a site controlled by the Lebanese Hezbollah militias near Majbal al Zeft in Urm al Sughra village in the 
western suburbs of Aleppo fired three Krasnopol shells (laser-guided mortar shells by a drone that draws 
a laser circle on the target to direct the shell towards the circle drawn7)  at al Atareb Surgical Hospital 
(Al Maghara Hospital)  8- supported by the Syrian American Medical Society (SAMS) - located in al Atareb 
city in the western suburbs of Aleppo governorate, which was established within a cave in a mountainous 

7  It is owned by Syrian regime forces and pro-regime militias. Russian media sources reported for the first time that it was used by Syrian regime forces in February 2020, 

8  The hospital consists of two blocks, one of them inside a cave, which is the block that was attacked

https://sn4hr.org/?p=56765
https://sn4hr.org/?p=56765
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/10/19/56939/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hGhgPxBfuxR5IOAZEsEx3ipcaZjh96Gu/view
https://www.google.com/maps/place/36%C2%B009'17.9%22N+36%C2%B050'33.2%22E/@36.1549722,36.8403669,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0!7e2!8m2!3d36.154979!4d36.8425639
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Al+At%C4%81rib,+Syria/@36.1371749,36.7931265,13z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x15256f0b22731153:0xb0044fdd56bb75a0!8m2!3d36.1328189!4d36.8304102
https://www.udefense.info/threads/%D9%82%D8%B0%D9%8A%D9%81%D8%A9-%D9%83%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%86%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%88%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%B2%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9.8494/?fbclid=IwAR14RLvnBlwYA5CPlwJ7vmIkBWOEBJe4NzVF6iK5OzgXRh3SgiaUK_zfZ6M
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area on the Abzemou Road in the north of the city; one of the shells fell at the hospital’s entrance di-
rectly, causing significant material damage to the external hospital structure, as well as damaging the 
orthopedic clinics in the ambulance department, the patient waiting hall inside the hospital building, a 
tent for isolating COVID-19 patients, a generator, and a maintenance caravan outside the building, putting 
the hospital out of service, in addition to causing severe material damage to an ambulance belonging 
to the hospital. The Syrian Network for Human Rights’ Victim Department team documented the deaths 
of eight civilians in this attack, including one child and one woman, and the injury of about 17 others, 
including five of the hospital’s medical staff. Al Atareb city was under the joint control of factions of the 
Armed Opposition and Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

We at the Syrian Network for Human Rights believe that the Syrian regime and Russian forces bear re-
sponsibility for this attack, as some witnesses who were at the site of the attack confirmed that Russian 
reconnaissance aircraft had flown over the site before and during the bombing, and later Russian media 
outlets published a video of the moment the hospital was targeted.

The laser guidance circuit for the Krasnopol shells used in bombing al Maghara Hospital - March 21, 2021

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UpysZUv9a1fxFFxRNynj63lwEdJfobjc/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dOr3ln1vt9xosiqn-5ShLI1Zlavhnuoa/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NKucy_mFh_3GuPcOfdaau89qkfEiubkp/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NKucy_mFh_3GuPcOfdaau89qkfEiubkp/view
https://sn4hr-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/p/upload/ETFTqP7H41JMscxD7ourjjcBpDw62KEVKlu3eptwXgFe9A?e=Vb9ZQT
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LnUAwBpkF5LWquPyRq1wgty0nhuhPZvh/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1n2cvO7zYFAAG-ROIoW0fT3xJOE1ZwCGt/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sdp07pYUttjmCSkI6zn1DgyiyG9Z_H35/view
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7jJOGIJSJGc
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YUQ1TgLPtjbAKT_eFegZBpCW7rYjwYfp/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CtKCEd7QL05y-FWufwIOwn5XWRaTH6Xy/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aK5f_DAiSg8VjtF0WKV2E6v712gICXBV/view
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We note that the hospital, established since 2018 in an area far from residential areas and in an area 
devoid of any military presence, consists of departments of general surgery, orthopedics, obstetrics and 
midwifery, otolaryngology, and ambulance services, and provides medical services to nearly 100,000 cit-
izens, receiving an average of approximately 4,500 patients per month. The Syrian American Medical So-
ciety issued a statement about the incident on its official website, in which it indicated that the hospital 
was put out of service as a result of the targeting.
The Syrian Network for Human Rights issued a detailed report on this attack.

The Syrian Network for Human Rights spoke with Muhammad Hallaq9 , the head of the Civil Defense team 
in al Atareb city, who told us that on the morning of Sunday, March 21, they received a report about ar-
tillery shelling by Syrian regime forces targeting al Maghara Hospital in the northeast of the city: “The 
hospital was 4 km away from our center. We headed there directly, and upon our arrival we found 
more than 15 wounded men, women and children, some of them hospital staff, on the ground at the 
entrance to the hospital. We began aiding the wounded - some of them had been transferred to the 
hospital and their aid operations began before our arrival - and retrieving the victims.” Muhammad 
also explained that most of the victims died while receiving medical treatment for their wounds.

 Destruction caused by a ground attack on al Atareb Surgical Hospital in al Atareb city, Aleppo, - March 21, 2021 – Taken by Ibrahim
al Khatib

9  Via WhatsApp on March 21, 2021

https://www.sams-usa.net/press_release/five-sams-medical-staff-injured-in-airstrikes-on-al-atareb-surgical-hospital/
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/03/29/56066/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HQBO8S7ofmkxRTRP4I5_pS3LmL-ipf5Z/view
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On Wednesday, September 8, 2021, Jabal al Zaweya’ medical center, which was known as the Mar’yan 
Medical center located in Mar’yan village in the southern suburbs of Idlib governorate, was subject to a 
ground attack with two shells whose source SNHR hasn’t yet been able to identify as of this writing, with 
the primary parties suspected of responsibility for the attack being Russian or Syrian regime forces, since 
the shelling emanated from an area controlled by them. The investigation process is still underway to 
specifically identify the party responsible for the attack.
The attack resulted in casualties, as well as severely damaging the medical center’s structure, and caus-
ing significant material damage to its equipment and supplies. As a result, the center was put out of 
service. Mar’yan village was under the joint control of factions of the Armed Opposition and Hay’at Tahrir 
al Sham at the time of the incident.

 Destruction caused by a Syrian/ Russian ground attack on the medical center in Mar’yan village, Idlib -
September 8, 2021 – Photo by Ahmad Rahhal

2. Educational sector:
In 2021, we documented at least 13 attacks on educational facilities (schools and kindergartens), while in 
2020, we documented at least 38 such attacks by Syrian regime forces. In 2021, we also documented the 
Syrian regime continuing to turn some educational facilities into military headquarters, especially in the 
areas it regained control over in 2019 and 2020.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WV53FDMMDM7b1glL_MQ9XGDOnvsggt16/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kaW3RxvIsqt9tKIbl5jScfp6NxMLpM3r/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1brwBIulr9eZp3fqezJwFZifwGM9XGl23/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fa4lWs4-ug2hKyYLCZdgdj1ydexlfXMb/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15j4RUQ1L6SeSe5ErTsY5otNo1u1LqDQf/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1y6cuAYamzNic9bimW0ttJcrF9li18lBw/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zO9WMI3RZHNDxztsVxy5WgUbFgdJM5Jx/view
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=loNKahdVR5o&feature=youtu.be
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aU-Z-QcjH_8TiX-hFwUVQrO0-9vih9iz/view
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The Syrian regime’s targeting of the educational sector was not limited to bombing educational facilities 
outside its areas of control, and misusing some of them for military purposes in its areas of control. The 
Syrian regime’s violations against the educational sector also extends to distorting educational curricula, 
similar to other brutal dictatorships, building the education system around veneration and blind loyalty 
to Bashar al Assad and his father, Hafez al Assad, in the curricula that the regime changed in 2017, know-
ing that it was changed in 2010; a large number of teachers have told us about the Syrian regime’s re-

This photo, published in January 2021, shows members of the Syrian regime’s Tarameeh militia using a school in the sub-
 urbs of Ma’aret al Numan as a military headquarters (Tarameih Militia’s member Haider Na’san, who is from Qamhana,
.(seen in the photo

 A photo shared widely online on February 15, 2021, show that the Syrian regime’s al Ba’ath Brigade seized control of the Abdul
 Majid Haj Bakri Primary School in Khan Sheikhoun city in Idlib suburbs and converted it into a military headquarters affiliated
.with the brigade

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pRqYH-lw3KCXdXZ6WGW4dMcct0ZQ0eCT/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1boer4FblPtlqXUxb2hym3Ui2ggdylYj0/view
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lentless efforts to indoctrinate children with a doctrine of absolute submission to Bashar al Assad which 
incorporates hate speech and accusations of treason against all dissidents opposing the Assad regime; 
this year, we noticed that this indoctrination was not limited to classes on nationalism, history, and the 
Arabic language, but extended across the syllabus to various educational subjects, under the guidance 
and monitoring of the regime security services.

On Thursday, January 14, 2021, Syrian regime forces used a missile launcher to shell the Martyr Muham-
mad al Sabbagh School in Ariha city in the southern suburbs of Idlib governorate, partially destroying 
the school structure. Ariha city was under the joint control of factions of the Armed Opposition and 
Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

On Tuesday, August 31, 2021, Syrian regime forces used heavy artillery and missile launchers to shell the 
elementary school in al Bhar neighborhood in Daraa al Balad area in Daraa city, partially damaging the 
school’s structure and perimeter wall, and causing moderate material damage to its furniture. The area 
was under the military control of armed opposition fighters at the time of the incident, under the terms 
of a Russian local agreement with them.

 Damage caused by a ground attack by Syrian regime forces on the Martyr Muhammad al Sabbagh School in Ariha city, Idlib -
January 14, 2021

https://sn4hr-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/p/upload/EfsHrhJZ9ztMsgHLh56GJjQBt-fuJAKBAa6IiHohpslWIQ?e=fBmTTQ
https://sn4hr-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/p/upload/Ee0o1258bw9IqzbqHwZJhFYBFuL9zSHSIiSP8SXwpMBDuw?e=xGYmg0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SGyHLzwP73I9ARqt-e65hr3GOoj7Gog2/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1K0fn9EnztgJ8GpdFOmR4A757Tl44Y9sE/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19W4jEoNzbFC0hEyZn2u7ZHpfkz4gWwmI/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_rgbMg0vqyLRtBQZu-TDR2_-xp96Xi5t/view
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3. Places of worship:
Syrian regime forces failed to observe the sanctity of places of worship, including mosques, churches, 
and similar locations. The Syrian regime has targeted places of worship, especially mosques, with con-
centrated bombardment in areas outside its control, and transformed many places of worship in areas 
under its control into headquarters of a military nature.
In 2021, we documented at least 14 attacks on places of worship by Syrian regime forces, while we docu-
mented at least 41 attacks on them in 2020.

On Saturday, January 23, 2021, Syrian regime artillery forces, stationed in the so-called security zone 
in al Qameshli city in the northeastern suburbs of Hasaka governorate, fired a mortar shell at the Hak-
lou neighborhood in the city. The shell landed near the Sheikh al Shuhadaa Muhammad Ma’shouq al 
Khaznawi Mosque, known as al Sheikh Ma’shouq Mosque, causing moderate material damage to the 
mosque’s yard and walls. Haklou neighborhood is located within the area of Qameshli city under the con-
trol of Syrian Democratic Forces.

At dawn on Tuesday, August 17, 2021, Syrian regime forces used tanks to fire shells at the Dr. Ghassan 
Abazid Mosque in al Manshiya neighborhood in the Daraa al Balad area of Daraa city, partially destroying 
the mosque’s structure and causing severe material damage to the furniture inside. The area is militarily 
subject to control by armed opposition fighters according to a Russian local agreement with them.

On Sunday, September 5, 2021, Syrian regime forces used a missile launcher to target al Omari Mosque in 
Daraa al Balad area in Daraa city, partially damaging its structure, as well as causing moderate material 
damage to its furnishings. The area is militarily subject to control by armed opposition fighters under 
the terms of a Russian local agreement with them.

 Destruction and material damage caused by a ground attack by Syrian regime forces on Dr. Ghassan Abazid Mosque in al Manshiya
neighborhood, Daraa – August 17, 2021

https://www.google.com/maps/place/%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9+%D8%B4%D9%8A%D8%AE+%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%A1+%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%AF+%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%B4%D9%88%D9%82+%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D8%B2%D9%86%D9%88%D9%8A%E2%80%AD/@37.0377182,41.2133341,16.25z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x400a0579690ce791:0xcc7364779b0bff3f!2sQamishli,+Syria!3b1!8m2!3d37.054943!4d41.2282471!3m4!1s0x400a0557b54302b9:0x9a28d326853e2e3a!8m2!3d37.034139!4d41.2247117
https://www.google.com/maps/place/%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9+%D8%B4%D9%8A%D8%AE+%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%A1+%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%AF+%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%B4%D9%88%D9%82+%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D8%B2%D9%86%D9%88%D9%8A%E2%80%AD/@37.0377182,41.2133341,16.25z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x400a0579690ce791:0xcc7364779b0bff3f!2sQamishli,+Syria!3b1!8m2!3d37.054943!4d41.2282471!3m4!1s0x400a0557b54302b9:0x9a28d326853e2e3a!8m2!3d37.034139!4d41.2247117
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YJaiEGBmjxgx9bn9su1cuEQbzbA6k_Si/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tLJPCJ17N8xVYuSMNvZndtPiKPkGvmzt/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sQpE5XQQYO5n6Egoz0WHbVtqYRNJfXv7/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14jrZW_p0A6R0B_mI73kA3xwojAMYQo3s/view
https://www.google.com/maps/place/The+Omari+Mosque/@32.6123397,36.1010603,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xb96110a8e981c516!8m2!3d32.6123397!4d36.1010603
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19GEKKudv0r000OqOyD7zuROS9Za41kmB/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1P_PBF4WiM6X2wY3qCV3RQS8PKPV-dUQ6/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_PEfXcXGtdeSgGKacdKnlO-gHkPCYAGS/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1m1Nh43yswDr8j57-ZfvpV105MTacEu64/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1p0DQDHWYUhk4FoqAPi8efMQXD3RC2yUS/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LTCXDijeMpVW9y3UsTBonEGzUuPBTdII/view
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ugt58jFm8LQ
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Sr-Nr9093SpvVqyvah63CKAD-a1BSiVB/view
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4. Media workers:
Syria still ranks among the bottom nations globally in terms of press freedom (ranked 173 out of 180 
countries), according to the 2021 World Press Freedom Index, published by Reporters Without Borders 
(RSF) on April 19; RSF also stated in another report issued on December 14 that Syria is still one of the 
three deadliest countries for media workers, as it has been throughout the past five years, with the or-
ganization adding that 44 of the (at least) 65 journalists and media workers detained around the world 
were kidnapped in Syria.

The Syrian Network for Human Rights has endeavored, since the start of its work, to document the viola-
tions committed against media personnel, including killing, arrest, injury and harassment, both through 
documenting these incidents in the daily news reports and in issuing monthly reports and special re-
ports that record these violations committed by all the parties to the conflict in Syria.

The Syrian regime is again responsible for the largest percentage of the total violations against the media 
sector, which is characterized by a total ban on independent media, and the lack of freedom of opinion 
and expression in the areas it controls.

c. Use of prohibited weapons
1. Cluster Munitions:
In 2021, the SNHR was unable to document any cluster munition attacks by Syrian regime forces, while 
SNHR documented at least four cluster munition attacks carried out by Syrian regime forces in 2020. 

B. Russian forces
Russian forces are deployed in many military centers in several Syrian governorates. Russia bases the 
supposed legitimacy of its intervention in Syria on the grounds that it came at the request of the Syrian 
regime. We have refuted these allegations in many annual reports that we issue on the anniversaries of 
the Russian military intervention, showing that Russia is responsible for bombing Syrian areas and killing 
Syrian civilians and fighters opposing the Syrian regime. Neither was the Russian role limited to a military 
one, far exceeding this to include defending the Syrian regime at various United Nations bodies, primarily 
the Security Council, the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons, and through media. We 
detailed this extensively in the sixth annual report on the Russian military intervention in Syria.

In 2021, we noticed a decrease in the Russian air forces’ attacks, while these forces intensified ground 
attacks in conjunction with the flight of reconnaissance aircraft, using munitions that we had not previ-
ously recorded since the beginning of the conflict in Syria, as well as intensifying their use of the highly 
accurate Krasnopol munitions that have a horrendously destructive impact. We note that the bombing 
using ground platforms differs from aerial bombardment, as we can often identify aerial attacks by Rus-
sian warplanes according to the shape of the warplane, the type of munitions used, and other factors, 
while in the case of ground bombardment, the process of identifying the perpetrators and assigning 
responsibility to a particular party, whether this is the Syrian regime or Russia, is more complicated, even 
if the responsibility is largely shared between the Russian forces or Syrian regime forces, which are part-
ners in an alliance and bear joint responsibility, with the majority of the Syrian regime’s weapons being 
Russian, and the Syrian regime being the party that brought about the Russian military intervention.

https://rsf.org/en/syria
https://rsf.org/sites/default/files/rsfroundup_2021.pdf
https://rsf.org/sites/default/files/rsfroundup_2021.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/blog/category/report/monthly-reports/violations-against-media-sector/
https://sn4hr.org/blog/category/report/thematic-reports/media-workers/
https://sn4hr.org/blog/category/report/thematic-reports/media-workers/
https://sn4hr.org/?p=56864
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 Remnants of a Krasnopol circuit-guided shell used by Russian forces in a ground attack on Balshoun village – August 19, 2021 –
Photo by: Ahmad Rahhal

Remnants of a munition used in a Russian/ Syrian regime ground attack on Ihsem town – July 17, 2021 – Photo by: Kenana Hindawi

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RuHjxhYB0rmIi2tsF4K_9dTFRktWuIcY/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14py-Yq2wE9CmJj6Me4l5W6HPMZS-7-rR/edit


43 Eleventh Annual Report: The Most Notable Human Rights 

Violations in Syria in 2021

The State’s Collapse and Society’s Fragmentation

a. Extrajudicial killing
We documented the deaths of 65 civilians, including 32 children and seven women (adult female), killed 
by Russian forces in 2021, as well as four massacres perpetrated by Russian forces. In 2020, we document-
ed the deaths of 211 civilians, including 62 children and 48 women (adult female), killed by Russian forces, 
as well as 11 massacres perpetrated by Russian forces.

 – Examples of the most notable extrajudicial killings:
On Saturday, June 12, 2021, at around 11:45, fixed-wing warplanes, which we believe were Russian, fired a 
number of missiles at the outskirts of Mentef village in the southern suburbs of Idlib governorate, result-
ing in the deaths of a female child and an unborn baby, who was extracted from his injured mother’s 
womb at al Shami Hospital in Ariha city, having sustained fatal head injuries. The bombing also injured 
six other civilians. The village was under the joint control of factions of the Armed Opposition and Hay’at 
Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident. 

On Thursday, July 15, 2021, Russian artillery forces, stationed in the areas controlled by Syrian regime 
forces, in conjunction with a Russian reconnaissance aircraft overflying the area, fired a shell targeting 
a group of workers who were cutting rocks, near the al Manar family’s swimming pool in the outskirts 
of al Fou’a town in the northeastern suburbs of Idlib governorate, resulting in the deaths of six civilian 
workers, including three children. Al Fou’a town was under the joint control of factions of the Armed 
Opposition and Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

On Friday, September 3, 2021, fixed-wing warplanes, which we believe were Russian, fired a number of 
missiles at a block factory (not in operation), in the eastern outskirts of Kansafra village in the southern 
suburbs of Idlib, resulting in the death of a 12-year-old child, Ali Ahmad al Ali, who was grazing sheep in 
the area, and injured another civilian, in addition to killing about 20 sheep and a donkey. The area was 
under the joint control of factions of the Armed Opposition and Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of the 
incident.

On Thursday, November 11, 2021, at around 10:07 local time, fixed-wing warplanes which we believe were 
Russian, fired a number of missiles targeting a poultry barn north of Idlib city, an agricultural area be-
tween Ma’aret Misreen town and Idlib city, resulting in the deaths of five civilians, including three chil-
dren and one woman, all from one family of IDPs from the southern suburbs of Aleppo governorate who 
were living in a house belonging to the poultry facility. Idlib city was under the joint control of factions of 
the Armed Opposition and Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

b. Targeting medical personnel and their related facilities
In 2021, we were unable to document any deaths among medical personnel or attacks on medical fa-
cilities, in attacks that we believe were Russian. In contrast, we documented the deaths of four medical 
personnel and at least 13 attacks on medical facilities in 2020.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/126GKFOEqWupgI3_0X145CLKf9lDxBp-Z/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TdGKX4XQLRxwLzbExSYx8W1zXLye-LM_/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kbjRIRdBHXvty1r4Nq-EGQ4PpatM0url/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MnTyt0YZ79sX-n4RiOsaET4pgRUQaAV7/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11Ttq5-La9S7T1O6oNm8NcQk0fcTWYEln/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o9eo4_7wfn3HctYHQA3wTU56r82v5AaC/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Go7OdgDH2y4ddLASo5swwBT4cqWj579N/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yiENZnEJF-UFKVIZbOMPWBKMdONCqFSo/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1g-ckbwNmo_EcQlaHdexfzjjCHjgqHqQ5/view?usp=sharing
https://sn4hr-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/p/upload/Eehh-B-IPUlIodFqyIA9E0UBTbf3XEISXc2isHp31B1T2Q?e=v3pQnU
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Lrkt1eWojCH0Lrrgf2cDzmk7wQ38gf0m/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yynjFnvLWKdTBsp962w44SfNjcu9eB89/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1E6pbLVgjgGqyfAgzELi2RP0XgbRLzpEm/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gPCigTOwlvAXnypa42RsQwPN49of6ixA/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-d1f99D589A5u2LzE_Humz1119IcnKJv/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Mb1-c7C8RTk3LlFbEioeBpcbL6ZrJWo0/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UM0bAfFZTcvEo-HFRF2j23nBYGCf4xPe/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15NlJD5mzo9dcNlTV4wdk7SDSyTlJSMzq/view
https://sn4hr-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/p/upload/EfbNHizV4P5JnBCWZWFJjzABvARCEIRZueGs7wQF6UXIVw?e=pEZGVa
https://sn4hr-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/p/upload/EfbNHizV4P5JnBCWZWFJjzABvARCEIRZueGs7wQF6UXIVw?e=pEZGVa
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kkDye5ZkmmEY_If8TCoXqLznPQeI-R2X/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GHNwQdX_3TlgyY_Qv2Ki6rlLNd8XGYr6/view
https://sn4hr-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/p/upload/ET8Irye27EZGjUjRICGP-RkBCN4BVgeYrnT0I8vUVJfCbw?e=cjgRiS
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xNP-Qgl3d-g
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1X21aYS35cfvp8JXz6gaNBu7f16qltdGv/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lZwsfNhqePO8rrb-cqMsoSsR6nkg7CgR/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lZwsfNhqePO8rrb-cqMsoSsR6nkg7CgR/view
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c. Targeting educational facilities
In 2021, we were unable to document any attacks on educational facilities in attacks that we believe were 
Russian, while we documented at least 12 attacks on educational facilities in 2020.

d. Targeting places of worship
In 2021, we documented at least on attack on a place of worship in an attack that we believe was Russian, 
while we documented at least 23 attacks on places of worship in 2020.

On Thursday, August 19, 2021, at around 05:35 local time, artillery forces, which we believe were Russian, 
in conjunction with a Russian reconnaissance aircraft overflying the area, fired a shell equipped with the 
Krasnopol laser guidance system, hitting an area near al Rahman Mosque in al Gharbi neighborhood of 
Balshoun village in Jabal al Zaweya in the southern suburbs of Idlib governorate. The shell hit a house 
located 30 meters from the mosque, without causing any damage to the mosque. Balshoun village was 
under the joint control of factions of the Armed Opposition and Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of the 
incident.

e. Targeting media workers
We documented the death of one media worker in attacks that we believe were Russian in 2021, while two 
media workers were killed by Russian forces in 2020.

Hammam al Asi, a Civil Defense media worker with the Bazabour center, was killed on Saturday, July 17, 
2021, as a result of shrapnel in the chest, when artillery forces, which we believe were Russian, fired a 
shell equipped with a Krasnopol laser guidance system near him while he was providing media coverage 

of earlier shelling by the same forces on the southeast of Sarja 
village in the southern suburbs of Idlib governorate.
Hammam, a 30-year-old man from Bazabour village in the 
southern suburbs of Idlib, a first-year university student in the 
Faculty of Science/ Department of Physics at Tishreen Universi-
ty, was married with three children.
The Civil Defense Organization published an obituary mourning 
Hammam on its official account on Facebook.
The Syrian Network for Human Rights spoke with Hassan al Asi10, 
director of the Civil Defense Center in Bazabour village, who told us: 
“On Saturday, July 17th, the southeastern outskirts of Sarja vil-
lage in the southern suburbs of Idlib were subjected to artillery 
shelling by forces we believe were Russian, stationed in Khan al 
Sebel village, which is under the control of Syrian regime forc-

 Hammam Muhammad al Asi, following his
 injury as a result of a Russian ground attack
targeting south of Sarja village in Idlib sub-
urbs - July 17, 2021

10  Via WhatsApp on July 25, 2021

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1y7mTj682wBkJaz3XXonIztiqcy6TMJgO/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1btEopLap9ve_zztqAQi_sU17WyjVrxKV/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hWa6j_wBAarZfHL8jRoidQuTwPKyA0XQ/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1S5_0Ij3Frr4WcxpAqWyKa1Yw-cSay8nL/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wtXW9TWtNEydmH0qlu7RyUHzIRTzuoMi/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16iXIwYIorffJMxY8E6maEVbgOTLywBDd/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xNJAEX4yaN3RvEZHxI1v3nB5_E5veZ65/view
https://www.facebook.com/SyriaCivilDefense/posts/1978413925647686
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es, resulting in the deaths of a number of civilians. During Hammam’s media coverage of the location 
of the shelling, the same forces repeated their artillery shelling with an artillery shell equipped with a 
Krasnopol laser guidance system, with reconnaissance aircraft, which we believe were Russian, flying 
overhead. The shell landed near Hammam, injuring him with shrapnel in the chest. He was immediately 
taken to al Shami Hospital in Ariha city, and then to the al Muhafatha Hospital in Idlib city for surgery, 
but he died during the surgery. It is worth mentioning that the double-tap attack caused a massacre 
of five civilians, including three children and one woman, and injured five others. Including two Civil 
Defense personnel.”

F. Use of prohibited weapons
-Cluster Munitions:
In 2021, the SNHR documented one cluster munition attack carried out by Russian forces in Aleppo gov-
ernorate. This attack resulted in the death of one civilian, and inflicted moderate injuries on at least 10 
others. 

On Friday, March 5, 2021, at around 20:00 local time, a number of long-range 9M55K missiles, which 
were believed to have been fired from the Russian Hmeimim airbase, at least one of which was loaded 
with 9n235 cluster submunitions, targeted the fuel refining burners in Tarhin village near al Bab city in 
the eastern suburbs of Aleppo governorate; the missiles fell on two sites within the area, causing massive 
fires in the area and to the fuel tanks there; during the firefighting operation by Syrian Civil Defense per-
sonnel, one of the fuel tanks exploded, resulting in the death of Ahmad al Waki, a Civil Defense member, 
with the blaze also burning heavy ‘excavator’ type machinery, and gutting a fire engine, both belonging to 
the Civil Defense. The area was under the control of the Syrian National Army at the time of the incident.

C. ISIS (the self-proclaimed ‘Islamic State’)
a. Extrajudicial killing
After the ISIS terrorist group lost control over large areas at the end of March 2019, the pace of violations 
that we were able to document in 2021 at the group’s hands decreased, with the most prominent of these 
violations being extrajudicial killing.

In addition to these were killings believed to have been carried out by gunmen affiliated with ISIS; the 
pace of these operations escalated in the second half of 2021, as we recorded numerous killings of ci-
vilians in many areas in the villages and towns of Deir Ez-Zour and Raqqa suburbs, in addition to similar 
operations in al Hawl Camp, east of Hasaka.

In 2021, SNHR documented the deaths of seven civilians, including two children, killed by ISIS, while the 
death toll of civilian victims killed by ISIS in 2020 reached 21 civilians, including two children.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10I3PStJgCBMlmy8MLFrYxCVnPWIJ65wy/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TDG5kWOmuweSNZKdEwDV0bLiFo29qJIa/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1x343TAZMWJv15aP0Oo_t7QMtw9xx4kWS/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oqKZoCCSHrghu8OE4p7vGA3NxdMuGx6K/view
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D. Hay’at Tahrir al Sham (an alliance composed of Fateh al Sham 
Front and a number of factions of the Armed Opposition)

a. Extrajudicial killing
In 2021, we documented that Hay’at Tahrir al Sham killed 17 civilians, including five children, while the 
death toll of civilian victims killed by HTS in 2020 reached 26 civilians, including one woman (adult fe-
male).

On Tuesday, May 11, 2021, Hay’at Tahrir al Sham opened fire randomly in al Dana city in the northern sub-
urbs of Idlib, while they were chasing two children who they accused of stealing a motorcycle; the bullets 
killed a civilian, Ahmad Jamil Mughrabi, from Einjara village in the western suburbs of Aleppo. Al Dana city 
was under the joint control of Armed Opposition factions and Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of the 
incident.

b. Arbitrary arrest and enforced detention:
2021 saw Hay’at Tahrir al Sham carrying out detentions of civilians, with arrests concentrated in Idlib 
city, including activists and workers with civil society groups; most of these arrests occurred due to the 
detainees expressing opinions critical of the HTS’s management of areas under its control, or on other 
charges such as colluding with Syrian Democratic Forces/ US-led coalition/ the Syrian regime. These 
detentions were carried out arbitrarily in the form of raids in which HTS members stormed their victims’ 
homes, often breaking down the doors, or by kidnapping their victims while they were traveling or pass-
ing through temporary checkpoints, or through issuing summons for interrogation by the Ministry of Jus-
tice of the HTS’ Salvation Government; we recorded cases of detentions at HTS checkpoints on charges 
of breaking the fast during the month of Ramadan.

We also recorded summonses being issued by the Media Directorate of the Salvation Government against 
media activists, after they published posts on their personal Facebook pages on the occasion of World 
Press Freedom Day.

We also documented arrests carried out by Hay’at Tahrir al Sham personnel in IDP camps in the north of 
Idlib governorate; the arrests were accompanied by heavy shooting and an assault on civilians, including 
women.

In 2021, we documented Hay’at Tahrir al Sham’s detention of at least 121 individuals, including one child. 
Of these individuals, 52 were released after the end of their sentences or after paying money for their 
release. Meanwhile, 69 individuals, including one woman, are still either arbitrarily detained or forcibly 
disappeared in the HTS detention centers. In 2020, we documented the detention of at least 146 individ-
uals, including one child and four women, by HTS.
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 – Examples of the most notable incidents and cases of arbitrary detention:
Muhammad Alam al Din al Sabbagh, a university student at the 
Faculty of Commerce and Economics and a media activist with the 
Euphrates Humanitarian Association, from Darat Ezza city in the 
western suburbs of Aleppo governorate, was arrested/ detained 
by Hay’at Tahrir al Sham personnel on Wednesday, April 7, 2021, 
near Termanin village in the northern suburbs of Idlib governorate 
over allegations of his dealing with Syrian Democratic Forces, and 
was taken to an undisclosed location.

Ahmad Rahhal, from Mer’yan village in the southern suburbs of Idlib governorate who lives in Salqin city 
in the western suburbs of the governorate, was arrested by Hay’at Tahrir al Sham personnel on Tuesday, 
June 8, 2021, in connection with criticizing a money collection receipt issued by HTS’ Salvation Govern-
ment in a post on his Facebook account, and taken to an undisclosed location.

Muhammad Alam al Din al Sabbagh

Ahmad Rahhal

Photo of the post on Ahmad Rahhal’s Facebook page

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OxHIv0UrOAYl6_k_XTIfdYiTFPPqruXL/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zw_VelKyzLjXEaqUsSRolKVAw6J9u9Mc/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Gdkn1SUJxCIASw15uMo0Hbb5yd4lO1Kq/view
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On Tuesday, August 17, 2021, Hay’at 
Tahrir al Sham carried out a cam-
paign of raids and arrests/ deten-
tions on the Khair al Sham IDP Camp 
in north of Kelli town in the northern 
suburbs of Idlib governorate. SNHR 
documented the arrest of three 
civilians who were taken to an un-
disclosed location, with the arrests 
accompanied by heavy shooting 
and an assault on a civilian man and 
woman, with the woman attacked 
for attempting to prevent the HTS 
personnel from arresting her son.

Bashar and Muhammad al Sheikh, 
two brothers, both media workers 
from Kafr Nbouda town in the north-
west of Hama governorate, cur-
rently living in al Anadolu IDP Camp 
near Kafr Lousin village in north of 
Idlib governorate, were arrested/ 
detained on Saturday, September 4, 
2021, by Hay’at Tahrir al Sham per-
sonnel in a raid on their residence in 
the camp on charges of dealing with 
the US-led coalition forces. We doc-
umented that Muhammad al Sheikh 
was released on September 6, 2021, 
while the fate of his brother, Bashar, 
remains unknown.

Muhammad al Sheikh Bashar al Sheikh

 Photo shows the signs of the assault on the civilian and the woman (who lost her
teeth as a result of the assault), by Hay’at Tahrir al Sham personnel

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bQ6b0fd-RjC-Y8mtpi123nhadOWNhTaw/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UZiZ65ldvLEchuflRIbfk0kf5X4rB-7Z/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ccBqHmMqwcmARo7VSLwPCwo2oit_nz_o/view
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c. Torture in detention centers:
The methods of torture practiced by HTS in its detention centers vary, with a number of its torture 
practices being very similar to those inflicted by the Syrian regime in its detention centers. We also note 
that there are other similarities between HTS’ and the regime’s practices, including the strategy of using 
torture to force detainees to confess, then trying them on the basis of these confessions extracted under 
torture.
In 2021, the SNHR team documented the deaths of at least four individuals, including one child, as a result 
of torture and medical negligence at the hands of HTS, while we documented the death of one individual 
due to torture and medical negligence at the hands of HTS in 2020.

Ahmad Hussein Sattouf, from Tal Hadya village, south of Aleppo 
governorate, was arrested by Hay’at Tahrir al Sham personnel in 
the village in February 2021, on charges of affiliation with Syrian 
regime forces. On Wednesday, September 15, 2021, Hay’at Tahrir 
al Sham personnel informed his family of his death without hand-
ing over his body. Our data from numerous sources confirms that 
he was in good health at the time of his arrest, indicating that he 
probably died due to torture in an HTS detention center.

E. All Armed Opposition factions/ Syrian National Army
a. Extrajudicial killing
Most of the unlawful killings by the Armed Opposition factions/ Syrian National Army forces occurred 
during clashes between these factions themselves which resulted in the deaths of civilians caught in the 
crossfire. In 2021, we documented the deaths of 24 civilians, including three children and two women 
(adult female) at the hands of all Armed Opposition factions/ Syrian National Army, while we documented 
the deaths of 27 civilians, including nine children and four women (adult female), in 2020.

 – Examples of the most notable extrajudicial killings:
On Tuesday, April 13, 2021, a 44- year-old man, named as Muhammad Ihsan Khader Qoujah Oghalan, 
from Homs governorate, was killed in crossfire during clashes between members of al Sham Brigade 
affiliated with the Syrian National Army that took place near his home in Sharran town, which is adminis-
tratively a part of Afrin city in the northern suburbs of Aleppo governorate, which was under the control 
of the Armed Opposition/ Syrian National Army at the time of the incident.

On Tuesday, December 21, 2021, Syrian National Army artillery forces fired a number of shells at al As-
sadiya village in the northwestern suburbs of Hasaka governorate, resulting in the death of a 60-year-old 
man, named as Saleh Hamid al Hussein. The village was under the control of Syrian Democratic Forces at 
the time of the incident

Ahmad Hussein Sattouf

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Kp9B4aqnXmEJ6hb4hX-Qc0yg13pGk7Wo/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1m8BPyyS8WOEhDjneY_fMdha5zmkb4xXf/view
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b. Arbitrary arrest and unlawful detention:
All Armed Opposition factions/ Syrian National Army also carried out arbitrary detentions and kidnap-
pings in 2021, including women, most of which were carried out on a mass scale, targeting those com-
ing from areas under the control of the Syrian regime. In addition, we recorded detentions carried out 
under the pretext of the detainee’s ethnicity, on charges of contacting Syrian Democratic Forces, or 
of working previously with SDF institutions, with these incidents being concentrated in areas under all 
Armed Opposition factions/ Syrian National Army’s control in Aleppo governorate. Most of these arrests 
occurred without judicial authorization and without the participation of the police force, which is the 
legitimate administrative authority responsible for arrests and detentions through the judiciary, as well 
as being carried out without presenting any clear charges against those being detained. We also docu-
mented raids and detentions carried out by Syrian National Army personnel, targeting civilians on charg-
es of collaborating with Syrian Democratic Forces. These arrests were concentrated in some villages of 
Afrin city in the suburbs of Aleppo governorate.
 We also recorded detentions targeting women under the pretext that they were trying to cross the 
Turkish border illegally, before releasing them later.

In 2021, the SNHR’s team documented the detention of at least 420 individuals, including six children and 
47 women, by all Armed Opposition factions/ Syrian National Army forces, with 67 of these individuals 
subsequently released and at least 353 others, including three children and 38 women, still detained or 
forcibly disappeared in the detention centers of all Armed Opposition factions/ Syrian National Army. 
In 2020, we documented the detention of at least 347 individuals, including six children and 11 women.

 – Examples of the most notable incidents and cases of arbitrary detention:
Adnan Rahim Jammou, his wife Fatima Mahmoud Hounik, his son 
Rezkar, and female child Alia, from Kafr Shileh village, which is ad-
ministratively a part of Afrin city in the northern suburbs of Alep-
po governorate, were detained by personnel affiliated with the 
Syrian National Army forces on Friday, January 1, 2021, in a raid 
on their home in al Mahmoudiya neighborhood of Afrin city, and 
taken to an undisclosed location.

Adnan Rahim Jammou

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SanDd9YcOp72jL2_IWcI_HLIOXbffx3e/view
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Saleh Izzo al Mustafa, from al Rehaniya village in the suburbs of Hasaka governorate, was detained by 
personnel affiliated with Syrian National Army on Wednesday, February 3, 2021 in connection with the 
explosion of two IEDs of unknown origin in Ras al Ein city center in the northwestern suburbs of Hasaka 
governorate, over his appearance in video footage recorded by surveillance cameras at the time of the 
explosion, and was taken to one of the Syrian National Army’s detention centers in Ras al Ein city. We 
documented that he was released on February 11, 2021, with his body bearing signs of torture.

Photos of the civilian Saleh Izzo al 
Mustafa show the signs of torture 

on his body

 A document issued by the Military Justice Department on
 April 6, 2021, ordering the release of the civilians who were
arrested for attempting to illegally cross the Turkish border

On Friday, April 2, 2021, Syrian National Army personnel 
arrested/ detained 19 civilians, including 15 women, in 
Rajo town, which is administratively a part of Afrin city 
in the northern suburbs of Aleppo governorate, over 
their attempt to illegally cross the Turkish border, and 
took them to one of the Syrian National Army’s deten-
tion centers in the town. We recorded their release on 
Tuesday, April 6, 2021.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15bZ2auKryOIlCBAmMIgj-ZMo7stP970c/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pOmuB7E3Ox2b3IsXVqJU3NkDassfq6Br/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qdTqrQWcdOuh7VabtdvZrIQvZLmf0lXW/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_0eM-pgfKaE5vzs9aozan7zpBvdsGaZ3/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Dm3tWX3H5PSnmP4rrkjtbj9Y58jB4J49/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UTnQrjib2NQHwEVBT7EUB6PpV_7cSVkz/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UTnQrjib2NQHwEVBT7EUB6PpV_7cSVkz/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UTnQrjib2NQHwEVBT7EUB6PpV_7cSVkz/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UTnQrjib2NQHwEVBT7EUB6PpV_7cSVkz/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UTnQrjib2NQHwEVBT7EUB6PpV_7cSVkz/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UTnQrjib2NQHwEVBT7EUB6PpV_7cSVkz/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UTnQrjib2NQHwEVBT7EUB6PpV_7cSVkz/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UTnQrjib2NQHwEVBT7EUB6PpV_7cSVkz/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UTnQrjib2NQHwEVBT7EUB6PpV_7cSVkz/view?usp=sharing
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Ali al Sultan al Faraj, from Balwa 
village, which is administratively a 
part of Slouk district in the north-
ern suburbs of Raqqa governorate, 
was abducted from a café in Bal-
wa village on Tuesday, September 
7, 2021, by gunmen affiliated with 
the Syrian National Army’s 20th Di-
vision, known as Soqoor al Sonna, 
and taken to a house in Ali Bajeliya 
village in the suburbs of Raqqa gov-  Photo of Ali al Sultan al Faraj during

his detention
 Photo showing the signs of torture on
the body of Ali al Sultan al Faraj

ernorate, where the SNA personnel brutally tortured him by lashing him with a whip and beating him 
with a club all over his body, while he was completely stripped naked, with the attackers adding further 
insult to injury by forcing their victim to apologize to those torturing him while filming these debased 
acts. Following this brutal attack and the grotesque forced ‘apology’, along with the attackers’ relentless 
verbal insults to the victim throughout the attack, they subsequently released Mr. Al Faraj several hours 
later, dumping him near Hamam al Turkman village in the suburbs of Raqqa governorate, publishing 
those disturbing videos on the Internet on September 9, 2021.

c. Torture in detention centers:
2021 saw an increase in the levels of torture in opposition factions’ detention centers, targeting civilians 
in connection with freedom of opinion and expression and on multiple charges. In 2021, we issued state-
ments condemning several incidents of torture of civilians at the hands of gunmen affiliated with the 
Syrian National Army forces in the areas under their control, mainly in the northern suburbs of Aleppo 
governorate.

In 2021, the SNHR’s team documented the deaths of at least five individuals, including one women, who 
were killed as a result of torture and medical negligence in detention centers run by all Armed Opposition 
factions/ Syrian National Army forces, compared to three individuals documented as killed under torture 
in 2020.

Ms. Muwailidah Nu’man, aged 62, from Bouzikia village, which is administratively a part of Afrin city in 
the northern suburbs of Aleppo governorate, was arrested by members of the SNA’s al Hamzeh Brigade 
in April 2019 in a raid on her home in the village over accusations that she had engaged in dealings with 
the Syrian Democratic Forces. Almost since that date, she has been classified as forcibly disappeared, 
with the SNA forces preventing anyone, even a lawyer, from visiting her or knowing her whereabouts. 
On Wednesday, May 30, 2021, al Hamzah Brigade informed her family of her death in al Ra’ee Prison in al 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iE9sH_vCSfvIsGhv19B9lkGcGL-QJd7v/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hBuZQXOyCRldTi7o_mPysiHvOe8jJlvk/view
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/09/10/56783/
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/09/10/56783/
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/09/23/56816/
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/10/01/56872/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1z_rCzyDKUeUS_aT4v6hkncWzyxxfxFXL/view?fbclid=IwAR2FEyFt7tUD3gVHpKhEDJhlkjAOPibWLEpz2d852Z1g0uVeF18wlGGSOHo
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Ra’ee village in northeast Aleppo governorate, handing over her body to her family. SNHR data from nu-
merous sources confirms that she was in extremely poor health at the time of her arrest as she suffered 
from chronic diseases, namely high blood pressure and diabetes, for which she needed regular medica-
tion, indicating that she probably died due to torture and lack of health care in al Ra’ee Prison.

F. Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces (the Democratic Union 
Party)
In July of 2012, forces affiliated with the Kurdish Democratic Union party emerged and began to spread 
and take control of territory across areas of Syria. Subsequently, the party and its forces joined the Kurd-
ish Self-Management forces, which were established in January 2014. At the request of the US-led coali-
tion against ISIS, and in particular the US Administration, the Kurdish Democratic Union Party conducted 
a cosmetic change process on October 10, 2015, by incorporating some personnel from Arab and Assyri-
an backgrounds, in order to announce the launch of what was called the Syrian Democratic Forces, which 
were able, with the help of the US-led coalition, to take control of the northeastern region of Syria.

Despite the changes these forces have witnessed, there has been no change in their policy in the man-
agement of the areas under their control, as they continued to commit grave violations against civilians, 
ranging from killings to arrests, torture, sieges and forced conscription. They also imposed restrictions 
on the residents of areas under their control and deprived them of freedom of expression and freedom 
of movement through the establishment of military posts within their areas of control or on the borders 
separating these from areas under the control of other forces.

a. Extrajudicial killing
We documented that Syrian Democratic Forces killed 75 civilians in 2021, including 11 children and two 
women (adult female), while the civilian death toll of victims who were killed by the SDF in 2020 reached 
63 civilians, including 11 children and three women (adult female), in addition to committing at least one 
massacre during this period.

 – Examples of the most notable extrajudicial killings:
On Sunday, March 14, 2021, Syrian Democratic Forces’ artillery forces fired a number of mortar shells, 
targeting al Humran village in the eastern suburbs of Aleppo, resulting in the death of a 12-year-old child, 
Bakr Shehadeh, and a woman, Ms. Ammoun al Muhammad, and injuring others. The village was under the 
control of Syrian National Army factions at the time of the incident.

On Thursday, July 15, 2021, Ryad Ali Mahmoud al Khazzam, from al Mrei’iya village in the eastern suburbs 
of Deir Ez-Zour governorate, was shot dead on by Syrian Democratic Forces personnel in al Takihi village, 
which is administratively a part of al Bseira district in the eastern suburbs of the governorate. The village 
was under the control of Syrian Democratic Forces at the time of the incident.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UHUWry0AR0Tom6dps92lqxBqaToV-Diw/view
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On Friday, November 26, 2021, Muhammad Ahmad al Hanshouli, a 23-year-old man from Ajaja village in 
the southern suburbs of Hasaka governorate, died due to wounds inflicted on November 22 in shooting 
by Syrian Democratic Forces in the village while they were pursuing him in an attempt to arrest him. The 
area was under the control of Syrian Democratic Forces at the time of the incident.

b. Arbitrary arrest/ enforced disappearance 
Syrian Democratic Forces continued enforcing the group’s policies of arbitrary detention and enforced 
disappearance throughout 2021, targeting activists and members of civil society groups who oppose 
their policies. We also recorded SDF carrying out mass raids and arrests of civilians, media activists and 
members of the Kurdistan Democratic Party who took part in anti-SDF demonstrations in areas under 
its control, as well as targeting civilians for their kinship relationships with individuals in the Armed Op-
position/ the Syrian National Army. The SDF also targeted several families for arrest, as well as targeting 
several members of the same families, including elderly people, without providing clear charges, taking 
these detained individuals to undisclosed locations.

The SDF also carried out campaigns of mass raids and detentions, targeting civilians, including children, 
on the supposed pretext of fighting ISIS cells, with some of these campaigns backed by US-led coalition 
helicopters, and other campaigns targeting medical personnel, which were accompanied by attacks on 
medical facilities.

We also recorded Syrian Democratic Forces again arresting children with the aim of taking them to its 
training and recruitment camps and forcibly conscripting them, preventing their families from commu-
nicating with them, and failing to disclose their fate.

We documented detentions of teachers and students over their participation in protests held to con-
demn the earlier arrest of other teachers by the SDF. These detentions were accompanied by beating 
and verbal insults against students. We also note that all the students detained are children aged be-
tween 15 to 17 years old, with their juvenile status not taken into consideration by those detaining them.

We also documented arrests targeting students, teachers and members of the Christian Syriac Orthodox 
Creed Council, over their criticism of and refusal to adopt the educational curriculum imposed by the SDF 
in its areas of control; we issued a detailed report on this issue on February 19, 2021.

In the context of cases in which individuals have been released, we documented in 2021 that Syrian Dem-
ocratic Forces released 269 civilians, including two women, from SDF detention centers. The duration of 
detention for those released ranged from eight months to two years, with most being released as a result 
of tribal mediation.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ItfVujNsH5osNLu7cVkfWLfvnbS5kzhO/view
https://news.sn4hr.org/?p=96452
https://news.sn4hr.org/?p=98752
https://news.sn4hr.org/?p=99294
https://news.sn4hr.org/?p=99294
https://sn4hr.org/?p=57160
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/02/19/55948/
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In 2021, the SNHR’s team documented the arrest of at least 645 individuals by Syrian Democratic Forces, 
including 59 children and seven women, of whom 201 were released; most of these releases were organ-
ized under tribal agreements, while at least 444 individuals, including 48 children, are still detained or 
forcibly disappeared in the SDF’s detention centers. Meanwhile, we documented the arrest of at least 481 
individuals by Syrian Democratic Forces in 2020, including 32 children and one woman.

We note that some of the arrests were of an ethnically discriminatory nature. 

 – Examples of the most notable incidents and cases of arbitrary detention:
On Wednesday, January 20, 2021, Syrian Democratic Forces’ per-
sonnel in al Derbasiya city in the northern suburbs of Hasaka gov-
ernorate physically and verbally assaulted students from a number 
of local schools who held a demonstration against the arrest of 
seven teachers by the SDF on January 19, 2021, beating and insult-
ing the young protesters, as well as detaining a number of them.
SNHR has documented the detention of 17 students, including six 
females, by the SDF forces, who beat and insulted the students 
while they were participating in the demonstration. We docu-
mented that all of them were released on Saturday, January 23, 
2021. We also note that all the students who were detained are 
children aged between 15 to 17 years old, with their juvenile status 
not being taken into consideration.  Photo showing Syrian Democratic Forces arresting

 one of the students while they were participating in a
 demonstration against the detention of teachers in al
Derbasiya city

On Friday, March 5, 2021, Syrian 
Democratic Forces personnel car-
ried out a raid on the Public Surgi-
cal Hospital in a Sh-heil city in the 
eastern suburbs of Deir Ez-Zour 
governorate, sabotaged medical 
equipment and furniture there 
and arrested/detained eight ci-
vilians present in the hospital, in-
cluding a doctor and three nurses. 
The arrests/detentions were ac-
companied by verbal and physical 

assaults against the hospital staff by the SDF personnel, in addition to the burning of cars and motor-
cycles belonging to hospital personnel.

 Photo shows Garboul al Shehadah, an administrator
 at the hospital, who was beaten by Syrian Democratic
Forces personnel

Photo shows Dr. Raed, a special-
 ist in internal diseases, who was
 beaten by Syrian Democratic
Forces personnel

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12qe7GVjTlRm4c7KiRw08pfUYtgu85CEz/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1B9_S8zpl1e-JePjXhmPh_OM7C10VNXhm/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1im_yEdvvU4rA6S0-snraH9Hz2UCKH3VL/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fj9zetvmpl4aawIAWA7KUgeOqdIOsPZh/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YkNe3Mvz_fcG_fnlrDSXDdHTrewUfR_W/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NhBKakDoVAlvI2d4qCe1bFW9LL95dulj/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NhBKakDoVAlvI2d4qCe1bFW9LL95dulj/view
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Ahmad Mustafa al Hasan, a media activist and reporter for SY+, 
from Kabsh Gharbi village in the northwestern suburbs of Raqqa 
governorate, was arrested by gunmen affiliated with Syrian Dem-
ocratic Forces on Wednesday, June 16, 2021, as he was passing 
through one of SDF’s checkpoints in Raqqa city, over his criticism 
of the poor service conditions in the city with is controlled by SDF, 
published on his Facebook account. Following his arrest, Ahmad 
was taken to an undisclosed location.

Isam Muhammad Eisa, a child born in 2008, from Qatama village, 
which is administratively a part of Afrin city in the northern sub-
urbs of Aleppo governorate, was kidnapped for forced conscrip-
tion by Syrian Democratic Forces personnel on Tuesday, November 
23, 2021, near the Martyr Qahraman School in al Sheikh Maqsoud 
neighborhood in Aleppo city, and taken to an SDF conscription 
camp.

 – Photos of detainees released by Syrian Democratic Forces show the effects of the gross ne-
glect of medical and health care during their detention:

Ahmad Mustafa al Hasan

Child Isam Muhammad Eisa

 Hussein Thabbah al Dakhil before his arrest
 and enforced disappearance in the Syrian
Democratic Forces’ detention centers in 2019

 Hussein Thabbah al Dakhil after his release
 from the Syrian Democratic Forces’ detention
centers in Hasaka governorate in 2021

Hussein Thabbah al Dakhil, from al 
Baghouz town in the eastern suburbs 
of Deir Ez-Zour governorate, was ar-
rested by Syrian Democratic Forces 
in November 2019, with his detention 
lasting for around two years, before 
being was released on Sunday, May 
23, 2021, from one of the SDF’s de-
tention centers in Hasaka governo-
rate. The comparison between the 

photos of Hussein before and after his release clearly shows the signs of the healthcare neglect he suf-
fered during his detention.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1W4WZ1BwpZYfoeABQrRGRJUUsGzzbVB0D/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Hsf7UdmaxO9OH-pRckMm5wm7nYPGs_Pm/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RS2O0H9MU_5HTqSCqoS9_JvRUk-CzHS7/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dYHXEUEsN8zeONL8WKBdu6UUcyR724iF/view
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Abdul Karim al Ali, known as Abu At-
wan, from al Shnan village in the 
eastern suburbs of Deir Ez-Zour gov-
ernorate, who was arrested by Syrian 
Democratic Forces in 2018 and taken 
to an undisclosed location with his 
detention lasting for around three 
years. On September 21, 2021, the 
SDF released him from one of the 
group’s detention centers in Hasaka 
governorate. The photos show his 
health and physical condition before 
his arrest and after his release.

 Abdul Karim al Ali before his arrest and
enforced disappearance in the Syrian Demo-
cratic Forces’ detention centers in 2018

 Abdul Karim al Ali after his release from the
 Syrian Democratic Forces’ detention centers
in Hasaka governorate in 2021

c. Torture in detention centers
Syrian Democratic Forces have used torture in the group’s detention centers against detainees and ab-
ductees as a way to extract confessions, with torture often carried out in a vengeful way and based on 
ethnic prejudice. The methods of torture used by SDF vary and are often similar to those practiced by the 
Syrian regime, with the most common methods, according to the accounts of the survivors of detention 
centers, being severe and harmful beatings, fracturing bones, falqa (foot-whipping), shabeh, flogging, 
pulling out fingernails, and electrocution, in addition to solitary confinement and shaving part of the de-
tainees’ heads as a punishment to further humiliate and insult detainees. Other torture methods used by 
the SDF include deprivation of food and medicine, overcrowding, and poor hygiene. In 2021, we recorded 
a noticeable increase in the death toll of torture victims by Syrian Democratic Forces, and documented a 
number of cases in which the bodies of victims handed over by the SDF to their families bore clear signs 
of torture.

In 2021, SNHR documented the deaths of at least 15 individuals due to torture and medical negligence in 
SDF detention centers, compared to 14 individuals who died due to torture in 2020.

Khaled Khalaf Saleh al Ramadan, from Mouhasan city in the eastern suburbs of Deir Ez-Zour governorate, 
was arrested by Syrian Democratic Forces personnel in October 2018. Almost since that time, he has 
been classified as forcibly disappeared, with the SDF denying his detention and preventing anyone, even a 
lawyer, from visiting him. On Sunday, April 4, 2021, his family was informed by a former detainee released 
earlier from an SDF detention center in Hasaka governorate that Khaled had died there due to torture and 
the deterioration of his health.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vDRf_TDyyT-veBnbYO3b1t1i76oOpigw/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1472MvKVeYIgZ7Pu2qJ1k9Dh4kLM314MF/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZgAcsw33vAP3UQ2DyGChFdHk_egMRCHV/view
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Ghiath Abboud Saud al Faadel, from Tal al Shayer village, which is 
administratively a part of al Shaddadi city in the southern suburbs 
of Hasaka governorate, born in 2000, was arrested by Syrian Dem-
ocratic Forces personnel in May 2019. Almost since that time, he 
has been forcibly disappeared, with the SDF preventing anyone, 
even a lawyer, from visiting him or knowing his fate. On Wednes-
day, May 12, 2021, his family was informed by SDF personnel that 
Ghiath had died in the SDF’s Hasaka Central Prison in Hasaka city, 
with his body returned to them. SNHR data from numerous sourc-
es confirms that he was in good health at the time of his arrest, 
indicating that he most probably died due to torture in Hasaka 
Central Prison.

Eisa Muhammad al Khalil, from Nus Tal village, which is administratively a part of Tal Abyad city in the 
northern suburbs of Raqqa governorate, was arrested by Syrian Democratic Forces personnel in 2018. 
Almost since that time, he has been forcibly disappeared, with the SDF preventing anyone, even a lawyer, 
from visiting him or knowing his fate. On Thursday, May 13, 2021, his family was informed by SDF person-
nel that Eisa had died in an SDF detention center without handing over his body to them. SNHR data from 
numerous sources confirms that he was in good health at the time of his arrest, indicating that he most 
probably died due to torture and neglect of healthcare in an SDF detention center.

d. Specifically protected individuals and objects
1. Medical sector:
In 2021, we documented at least two incidents of attack on hospitals and medical points at the hands of 
Syrian Democratic Forces, while we documented in 2020 at least one SDF attack on a hospital.

On Wednesday, February 17, 2021, Syrian Democratic Forces used a missile launcher to shell Villas Street 
in the center of Afrin city in the northern suburbs of Aleppo governorate. One of the missiles landed near 
the back entrance to the city’s al Shefaa Hospital, injuring a number of civilians, and causing minor mate-
rial damage to the hospital’s structure and furniture. Afrin city was under the control of Syrian National 
Army forces at the time of the incident.

2. Educational sector:
In 2021, we documented at least one attack on an educational facility, and in 2020, we also documented 
at least one attack.

Ghiath Abboud Saud al Faadel

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-FuQsE1-Y_Iw35UFL8B6Ii5bUAmKPJUC/view?fbclid=IwAR1NaWM0fWmqLQmvNkKCI4UpPqpobHCjD5DZ7mTcu9ZFHgc0rSja3jlM9hg
https://www.google.com/maps/place/%D9%85%D8%B4%D9%81%D9%89+%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%A1%E2%80%AD/@36.5110038,36.8603224,16.25z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x152f93f987fca169:0xedd9b3393ae9421b!2sAfrin,+Syria!3b1!8m2!3d36.5122781!4d36.8653891!3m4!1s0x152f9174b9550c7b:0x38c00280c6efa179!8m2!3d36.509617!4d36.8584483
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AAD5aMJR7xvjmhcRTtRFgCsThTxaKdfv/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15ksTzefkk5Y2pLGbIDaJjpigpuguPBCo/view?fbclid=IwAR3YJl78utCjs1jA0-hKjDcd_vwBFhy6hnJ4-a9DhV6up6s5LXWCbQrjJcU
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On Monday, August 30, 2021, Syrian Democratic Forces’ artillery forces fired a number of artillery shells 
at Afrin city in the northern suburbs of Aleppo governorate. One of the shells fell near al Ittihad al Araby 
School in the city, causing the partial destruction of the school perimeter wall. Afrin city was under the 
control of the Syrian National Army at the time of the incident.

G. US-led coalition forces

a. Extrajudicial killing
2021 marked the seventh annual anniversary of the US-led coalition military intervention in Syria, which 
began on September 23, 2014. Following the announcement of the elimination of ISIS in March 2019 in 
al Baghouz town, the last stronghold of ISIS, the frequency of the US-led coalition airstrikes decreased. 
Thereafter, the type of military operations in the area changed largely to joint raid patrols between the 
US-led coalition and the SDF to target the remaining ISIS cells.

We documented the deaths of two civilians at the hands of US-led coalition forces in 2021, while in 2020, 
SNHR documented that US-led coalition forces killed seven civilians, including one child and one woman 
(adult female), as well as one massacre.

H. Other parties

SNHR’s documentation of the victims killed in Syria in 2021 includes a range of classifications, such as 
victims who were killed in bombings whose perpetrators SNHR has been unable to identify, victims who 
died in gunfire whose source SNHR has been unable to identify, victims killed by landmines and shelling 
whose source SNHR has been unable to identify, victims killed by parties SNHR has been unable to identify, 
victims who drowned, and victims who were killed by Jordanian, Lebanese or Turkish border forces.

Under this category, SNHR documented in 2021 the deaths of 820 civilians, including 178 children, 91 
women (adult female), six medical personnel, and two victims who died due to torture, in addition to at 
least 10 massacres; in the same category in 2020, we documented the deaths of 947 civilians, including 
162 children, 83 women (adult female), five medical personnel, one media worker, and nine victims who 
died due to torture, in addition to at least 18 massacres.

Also, bombings and attacks carried out by the forces included in this category were responsible for nearly 
34 attacks on vital civilian facilities in 2021, including two on medical facilities, and three on educational 
facilities, while in 2020, SNHR documented nearly at least 70 attacks on vital civilian facilities, including 
two on medical facilities, 11 on educational facilities, and 16 on places of worship.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IXIx-ELcKzXs7JDEeNsRJ4nKGuc-_HCI/view
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 – Examples of the most notable killings:
On Thursday, January 21, 2021, Mahmoud al Ibrahim (al Bannat), a member of the central negotiating 
committee in the western suburbs of Daraa governorate, was shot dead by gunmen whom SNHR was 
unable to identify, in al Mzayreeb town in the suburbs of Daraa. The area was under the control of the 
Syrian regime forces at the time of the incident.

On Thursday, February 25, 2021, a car bomb whose source SNHR was unable to identify exploded in the 
poultry market in Ras al Ein city in the northwestern suburbs of Hasaka governorate, resulting in the 
deaths of five civilians, including two male children and one woman, while 10 other civilians were injured. 
SNHR is still trying to contact witnesses and survivors to obtain more details of the incident. Ras al Ein 
city was under the control of the Syrian National Army forces at the time of the incident.

On Sunday, April 11, 2021, two children, Athad Ibrahim Hussein and Delyar Hammou Hussein, aged 12 and 
11 respectively, were killed, while other children were injured, when a landmine, whose source SNHR was 
unable to identify, exploded near the area where they were playing in Joudi Mazen village, which is admin-
istratively a part of Afrin city in the northern suburbs of Aleppo governorate. The village is controlled by 
Syrian National Army forces.

On Friday, July 16, 2021, the explosion of a landmine planted by a party whom SNHR was unable to identify 
in farmland in Tal Malah village in the western suburbs of Hama governorate, resulted in the death of a 
civilian, Hussein al Askar, while he was herding sheep in the area. The area was under the control of Syrian 
regime forces at the time of the incident.

On Monday, October 11, 2021, a car bomb whose source SNHR was unable to identify exploded in a street 
in the area between Dawwar Kawa and Dawwar al Qabban at the entrance of al Hal Market in the center 
of Afrin city in the northwestern suburbs of Aleppo governorate, resulting in the deaths of seven individ-
uals, including five civilians and two fighters, and the injury of nearly 24 other civilians. We note that the 
area where the explosion took place contains four military headquarters belonging to the Syrian National 
Army. SNHR is still trying to contact witnesses and survivors to obtain more details of the incident. Afrin 
city was under the control of Syrian National Army forces at the time of the incident.

On Friday, November 5, 2021, a landmine planted by a party whom SNHR was unable to identify on a dirt 
road in al Dawa area in the west of Tadmur city in the suburbs of Homs governorate, exploded as a car 
carrying civilians was passing, killing seven civilians, including a child and two women. Al Dawa area was 
under the control of Syrian regime forces at the time of the incident

 – Examples of the most notable incidents of attack on vital civilian facilities:
On Saturday, February 20, 2021, an IED whose source SNHR was unable to identify exploded in the center 
of a popular market in al Bseira city in the eastern suburbs of Deir Ez-Zour governorate, resulting in casu-
alties, as well as causing minor material damage to a number of shops and the market facilities. SNHR is 
still trying to contact witnesses and survivors to obtain more details of the incident. The city was under 
the control of the Syrian Democratic Forces at the time of the incident

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kdzQ_ulxm95_9PiPxZe81F6fSJh5a__t/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ys7rB76zo9mXsGESnQZC2HVbR4r24xod/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tojllmzl_VaAPj7ln24ysNEck-tstFj7/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cWYHRRMwyfeHn_DCY8Q6ylXn5pGqr_Re/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ty2mp8pYReWSf3vMQuu0X1DF4q9yoIrk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ty2mp8pYReWSf3vMQuu0X1DF4q9yoIrk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qP5lSA0Qe2SfCmZdOFSBC67TQc4uI7Uc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qP5lSA0Qe2SfCmZdOFSBC67TQc4uI7Uc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17WB-ucDLUfOt1f_1TVeYXZB0rROlF9Yr/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jOhH4enaqSRY1WA4oZDhMDqypWZ6aKeR/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1r2PjwcHH2WYL11YqE5srRePLzbPOEpRP/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hQD1WuxY_S_cjqtq64ob6y8MyVYPIAvL/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hQD1WuxY_S_cjqtq64ob6y8MyVYPIAvL/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TEnic0oZC_9K_T1cGGkZTY115O2S2miA/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_PS_D-BWRdGIxLXlxdcuuRZ4S5gcD1lJ/view
https://sn4hr-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/p/upload/Ec9J-dPPy4lAp7GUYGrGT6UBc-B3EiZC0ln94u3u1GQEmw?e=mgfSPc
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On Saturday, June 12, 2021, al Shefaa Hospital, located in Villas Street in the center of Afrin city in the 
northern suburbs of Aleppo governorate, and the surrounding area, were subject to a ground attack 
in which the attackers used several shells whose source has not yet been identified by SNHR as of this 
writing; the primary parties suspected of responsibility for the attack are either Syrian regime forces or 
Syrian Democratic Forces, with the attack emanating from an area controlled by them.

 Destruction caused by a ground attack, whose source has not yet been identified by SNHR, on al Shefaa hospital
in Afrin city, Aleppo - June 12, 2021

The attack resulted in a massacre, in addition to inflicting severe destruction on the hospital building, 
and significant material damage to its equipment and to a Civil Defense ambulance, putting the hospital 
out of service.
SNHR further notes that an attack was launched on Afrin city one hour before the hospital and the sur-
rounding areas in the city came under attack, with this earlier bombardment resulting in deaths and inju-
ries, who had been taken to al Shefaa hospital for treatment before the attack on the hospital took place.

We note that al Shefaa hospital, which is operated by the Syrian American Medical Society (SAMS), is 
considered to be one of the biggest hospitals in north Syria, providing health services for about 15,000 
people per month. Up to the present moment, we are unable to identify the party responsible for this 
attack. Afrin city was under the control of Syrian National Army forces at the time of the incident.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YL74VEug6sTW-j4aM0RNOIY0_8ct_IqS/view
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EggmQIM9PTg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9kKm-rrPpyk&ab_channel=SyrianNetworkforHumanRights
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cDgar7eKEVQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y33w9sXkdqg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0A7SmXwhKeM&ab_channel=SyrianNetworkforHumanRights
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M4G7KRh1MHg0UjcwOfUKsGe0FTIw7bsP/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1b3NKEy67GvvGrzM8jhDpa8F3sODbTlAx/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GCfvTiPJv7t1byj8jXSXfjBwR9NvZWAw/view
https://bit.ly/3jkG1wa
https://www.sams-usa.net/press_release/two-staff-killed-eleven-injured-in-an-attack-on-al-shifaa-hospital-in-afrin/
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On Tuesday, August 3, 2021, gunmen whom SNHR was unable to identify stormed the Abu Hamam Prima-
ry School for boys in Abu Hamam town in the eastern suburbs of Deir Ez-Zour governorate, damaging 
and sabotaging some of the school’s furniture and removing its main door, as well as writing graffiti in 
support of the Syrian regime, with SNHR still trying to contact witnesses to obtain more details of the 
incident. The town was under the control of Syrian Democratic Forces at the time of the incident.

On Wednesday, November 3, 2021, a landmine whose source SNHR was unable to identify exploded near 
a crane belonging to the Syrian Civil Defense’s Rajo Center, in Koulyan Tahtani village, which is admin-
istratively a part of Afrin city in the northern suburbs of Aleppo governorate, while the SCD team was 
responding to a car accident in the village. The explosion caused the injury of two SCD personnel and 
inflicted moderate material damage on the vehicle. SNHR is still trying to contact witnesses to obtain 
more details of the incident. The village was under the control of the Syrian National Army forces at the 
time of the incident.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NXh3-dbDsw_6EVD-90ynlsJ2MLIAly1I/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QtOneZttGu8Usxb8sQsa_VqVc3_DkpVP/view?usp=sharing
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V. Landmark Key Events in 2021:

The Syrian regime unilaterally held ‘presidential elections’ in May, based on the constitution that it estab-
lished unilaterally in 2012, flatly contradicting the course of the political process stipulated in Security 
Council Resolution No. 225411 .

The Syrian regime’s elections were widely rejected by the Syrian people in all areas outside the regime’s 
control, and even in the area of southern Syria under regime control, meaning that approximately 40% 
of the Syrian territories rejected the unilateral elections, with the vast majority of democratic countries 
worldwide deeming them illegitimate and noting that they did not reflect the will of the Syrian people, 
with the most notable of these nations being the United States, the United Kingdom, France, Germany, 
Italy12 , and Canada13 . The United Nations also confirmed that it did not participate in these elections14 .

Throughout the electoral campaigns, which continued after the Constitutional Court announced the 
names of the candidates up until the ‘election’ itself, we at the Syrian Network for Human Rights moni-
tored campaigns carried out by the al Ba’ath Party to mobilize citizens, employees and students in public 
gathering places and universities to promote the elections. We also documented that regime security 
forces carried out operations in universities, schools, and state institutions depriving tens of thousands 
staff and students of their liberty in order to force them to vote. Every university student who refused to 
comply with the regime’s orders was threatened with administrative penalties, including the possibility 
of being summoned for interrogation within the security branches, forcing the vast majority of students 
to vote for Bashar al Assad. Many of them told us that after they finished voting, they were taken, along 
with state employees, in groups supervised by the university security guards or other students with in-
fluence within the state security authorities, who are themselves an extension of the security services, to 
participate in rallies in support of Bashar al Assad. In addition, we documented many incidents of arrest/ 
detention that targeted civilians over their non-participation in the sham election or their failure to vote 
for Bashar al Assad.

11  United Nations, Security Council Resolution 2254, https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/2254(2015) 

12  United States Department of State, Joint Statement by the Secretary of State of the United States of America, the Foreign Secretary of the United Kingdom, and the Foreign 
Ministers of France, Germany, and Italy, https://www.state.gov/joint-statement-by-the-secretary-of-state-of-the-united-states-of-america-the-foreign-secretary-of-the-
united-kingdom-and-the-foreign-ministers-of-france-germany-and-italy-2/

13  Government of Canada, Global Affairs Canada, Statement on Syria’s upcoming presidential elections, https://www.canada.ca/en/global-affairs/news/2021/05/state-
ment-on-syrias-upcoming-presidential-elections.html

14  United Nations, Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesperson for the Secretary-General, https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/db210526.doc.htm

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H0Es_1MlvdbydrYfbD_owUSnW-RdzgGv/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nx0cYbS6bmfzPgD9RKkmKlNP5Mz-LBTk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19cQxNJXJuN9cqKt2PNFx0SQD0jXXJULn/view
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/2254(2015)
https://www.state.gov/joint-statement-by-the-secretary-of-state-of-the-united-states-of-america-the-foreign-secretary-of-the-united-kingdom-and-the-foreign-ministers-of-france-germany-and-italy-2/
https://www.state.gov/joint-statement-by-the-secretary-of-state-of-the-united-states-of-america-the-foreign-secretary-of-the-united-kingdom-and-the-foreign-ministers-of-france-germany-and-italy-2/
https://www.canada.ca/en/global-affairs/news/2021/05/statement-on-syrias-upcoming-presidential-elections.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/global-affairs/news/2021/05/statement-on-syrias-upcoming-presidential-elections.html
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/db210526.doc.htm
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In an attempt to legitimize the elections, the Syrian regime’s People’s Assembly invited representatives 
from some parliaments of ‘brotherly and friendly’ countries to act as ‘observers’ at the election of the 
President of the Syrian Arab Republic and monitor the event, namely Algeria, the Sultanate of Oman, 
Mauritania, Russia, Iran, China, Venezuela, Cuba, Belarus, South Africa, Ecuador, Nicaragua, Armenia and 
Bolivia. These countries are all dictatorial states that have always supported the Syrian regime and voted 
against the resolutions of the UN Human Rights Council on Syria15

 .
The electoral process witnessed a number of abuses and violations of the General Elections Law16  in the 
Syrian Arab Republic, with these abuses proceeding without any accountability or objection by any of the 
other candidates to the outcome of the ‘presidential elections’.

The results of the ‘presidential elections’ conducted unilaterally by the Syrian regime were as expected. 
On May 27, the Speaker of the People’s Assembly, Hammouda Sabbagh, announced the victory of Bashar 
al Assad as President of the Syrian Arab Republic, by virtue of his obtaining an absolute majority of the 
voters’ votes by 95.1 percent of the number of valid votes. According to Sabagh, the total number of 
voters who cast their votes in Syria and overseas, reached 14,239,140, or 78.64 percent of those entitled 
to vote. The results of the vote were farcical, indicating a vastly inflated population of nearly 40 million 
people in Syria.

A rally in support of Syrian regime president Bashar al Assad in Homs city, on May 26, during 
the ‘presidential elections’

15  SNHR, Eleven Countries Voted against Human Rights Council Resolutions Condemning Violations against the Syrian People Since March 2011, https://sn4hr.org/?p=55572 

16  The People’s Assembly of the Syrian Arab Republic, General Elections Law, http://www.parliament.gov.sy/arabic/index.php?node=5516&cat=327

http://sana.sy/?p=1396179&fbclid=IwAR2tfHQCbZ_4Mf6IYoEt8GBYNnHwfySNew4CmLklsjaxXenYchtVfZVIKF0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KCMi79lY88ni3Z8XwYPL_xpFIyg9WAP5/view
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2020/10/22/55572/
http://www.parliament.gov.sy/arabic/index.php?node=5516&cat=327


65 Eleventh Annual Report: The Most Notable Human Rights 

Violations in Syria in 2021

The State’s Collapse and Society’s Fragmentation

On March 23, 2021, the Russian regime called for the opening of three humanitarian crossings between 
the areas controlled by Syrian regime forces and the Idlib region, namely the Saraqeb and Miznaz cross-
ings in Idlib governorate and Abu Zaidin corridor in the Aleppo governorate, starting from March 25, un-
der the pretext of improving the humanitarian situation in the region. This call was issued on the sidelines 
of the Brussels V Conference and came after Russian forces bombed relief vehicles and a relief warehouse 
at the Bab al Hawa crossing area.

Among the most prominent events on the humanitarian level in 2021, which had the greatest impact on 
the Syrian people, was the renewal of Security Council Resolution 2533 (July 2020)17 to allow the United 
Nations to deliver cross-border humanitarian aid, with the Security Council voting unanimously on July 9 
in support of Resolution 2585 to extend the humanitarian aid delivery mechanism to Syria through the 
Bab al Hawa border crossing with Turkey for a period of 6 months, subject to automatic extension for 
another six months, after an assessment by the Secretary-General of the United Nations for the delivery 
of aid through the lines of contact through the areas of control of Syrian regime forces approved by the 
resolution.

It is clear that Russia has sought to politicize the issue of aid in both its own and the Syrian regime’s favor; 
after the adoption of Resolution 2533, Russian officials began broadcasting statements threatening that 
they would work to stop this mechanism and limit aid provided to IDPs through the Syrian regime. On July 
8, 2021, we issued a report entitled “UN Aid to Northern Syria, Which Is Neutral, Absolutely Essential, 
and Delivered with the Approval of the Controlling Forces, Does Not Need Permission from the Secu-
rity Council”, in which we noted that the Syrian regime, which is accused of stealing and looting humani-
tarian aid, obstructing its access, and besieging and starving entire areas, cannot be trusted.

On August 30, 2021, three trucks carrying relief materials for the World Food Program (WFP) travelled 
from the areas controlled by the Syrian regime to areas controlled by the opposition factions and Hay’at 
Tahrir al Sham via the Mizanaz and Ma’aret al Na’san crossing in the northeastern suburbs of Idlib, fol-
lowed by 12 more trucks the next day. This convoy was the first step in implementing the resolution to 
deliver cross-line humanitarian aid, which was approved in Security Council Resolution 2585. On Decem-
ber 9, 2021, another convoy of aid entered northwest Syria through the Saraqeb crossing, east of Idlib 
city. A tweet by the World Food Program account on Twitter on the same day indicated that this convoy 
is complementary to cross-border aid.

17  A resolution allowing the United Nations to deliver cross-border aid without the Syrian regime’s permission through the Bab al Hawa border crossing in northern Syria, 
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/2533(2020)

https://tass.com/world/1269569
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/2585(2021)
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/07/08/56507/
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/07/08/56507/
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/07/08/56507/
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/2585(2021)
https://twitter.com/WFP_AR/status/1468892991993618434?s=20
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/2533(2020)
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On December 14, António Guterres, the Secretary-General of the United Nations, said in his report to the 
Security Council that Cross-border humanitarian assistance delivered to the Syrians without the consent 
of the Syrian regime, is still necessary. He said: “Cross-border assistance remains lifesaving for millions 
of people in need in north-west Syria,” adding that, “At this point, such cross-line convoys, even if de-
ployed regularly, could not replicate the size and scope of the cross-border operation.”

2021 saw many statements by Russian officials about the weapons that were used in Syria and about the 
extent of combat experience that the Russian military forces attained through their experience in Syria. 
These statements were part of a propaganda campaign carried out by Russia to promote its weapons in 
the global arms market; on May 25, TASS news agency reported statements by Russian President Vladimir 
Putin at the opening of a defense conference in the city of Sochi in which he revealed that more than 
85% of the commanders of formations and regiments had obtained combat experience in Syria, further 
confirming our previous references to Syria being turned into a military training and testing ground for 
Russian military forces and weapons.

Russian statements continued in this distasteful vein, with Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu stating 
on July 14 during a meeting with employees of the Russian helicopter manufacturer Rostvertol: “We test-
ed more than 320 types of different weapons in Syria,” according to the Russian TASS news agency; this 
figure showed an increase of 20 more types of weapons over the number he mentioned in his statement 
in May. Russian Defense Minister repeated his statement on August 30, when he was again quoted by 
TASS, saying, “In fact, we have tested all the weapons, except for easy-to-understand versions.”

The entry of the second batch of humanitarian aid convoys across the lines of contact, on December 9, in accord-
ance with Security Council Resolution 2585

https://www.france24.com/ar/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%AE%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A9/20211215-%D8%BA%D9%88%D8%AA%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%B4-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%B9%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%B9%D8%A8%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%AF%D9%88%D8%AF-%D9%85%D8%A7-%D8%B2%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA-%D8%B6%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%83%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%B4%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%84-%D8%BA%D8%B1%D8%A8-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7
https://tass.ru/armiya-i-opk/11468631
https://tass.com/defense/1314097?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter%22
https://tass.com/defense/1331715
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10P24Fiqw59T1XpZLo1D5eZyByuMZPbC7/view
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The year 2021 again saw activity by cells believed to be affiliated with ISIS in eastern Syria, in the suburbs 
of Deir Ez-Zour governorate and the eastern suburbs of Hama governorate in particular; this activity tar-
geted opponents of ISIS. The southern suburbs of Deir Ez-Zour also saw clashes between Syrian Regime 
forces and ISIS, after the latter targeted convoys of Syrian regime forces and allies in ambushes.

In 2021, the Initial Response Team18  continued its work in recovering bodies from mass graves spread 
in various villages and towns in Raqqa governorate, with the team discovering three mass graves in the 
western and northern suburbs of Raqqa, bringing the number of mass graves discovered in Raqqa gov-
ernorate to 31, since the beginning of the work of the Initial Response Team to exhume the bodies at the 
beginning of January 2018. On March 28, 2019, we issued a report criticizing the random exhumation op-
erations taking place, demanding that any such operations be supervised by international organizations 
and that the work be carried out by an independent, transparent and experienced body.

During 2021, the Israeli air force launched dozens of airstrikes inside Syria, with most of these targeting 
military targets of Syrian regime forces and Iranian militias; the most notable of these airstrikes was the 
attack targeting the container yard in the port of Latakia on December 28, with SANA news agency re-
porting that the attacks led to huge fires breaking out in the location and causing damage to some build-
ings adjacent to the targeted area, including al Nada Hospital. Reuters quoted sources at the targeted 
port as stating that the attack hit the container area where large shipments of Iranian ammunition that 
arrived the previous month were being stored.

Workers from the Initial Response Team during excavation and exhumation of bodies from the al Roumaniya neigh-
borhood cemetery in Raqqa - February 9, 2021

18  The Response Team is affiliated with the Reconstruction Committee of the Civil Council of Raqqa affiliated with the Syrian Democratic Forces, whose mission is to discover 
mass graves, transfer the bodies and identify them. It started its work in January 2018.

https://sn4hr.org/blog/2019/03/28/53487/
https://sana.sy/?p=1550272
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/syrian-air-defences-confront-israeli-aggression-latakia-port-syrian-state-tv-2021-12-28/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1K0fkCgGm0H_cSxd44ama1OKzcEcUzgAR/view
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Military operations and the use of prohibited weapons:
2021 saw a significant reduction in the levels of military operations by the Syrian-Russian alliance forces 
in northwestern Syria, with the attacks by Syrian regime forces limited to artillery and missile bombard-
ment on the cities and towns of the southern suburbs of Idlib, the western suburbs of Hama and the 
eastern suburbs of Aleppo, close to the contact lines; these attacks sometimes extended to deeper within 
those areas, with the bombardment targeting civilian-populated areas, such as Idlib city and Ariha city 
in the suburbs of Idlib and al Bab city in the suburbs of Aleppo, resulting in casualties. This decline was 
interspersed with sporadic military escalation campaigns, some of which lasted for one day, while others 
extended over months, with ground attacks being used in most of these.

The airstrikes launched by Russian forces in 2021 focused on northwestern Syria, the Badiya of Raqqa, and 
Deir Ez-Zour in eastern Syria. Most of Russia’s airstrikes were on military headquarters of Hay’at Tahrir al 
Sham. In the second half of the year, we documented a number of attacks on poultry farms in the Idlib 
region, which resulted in the killing of civilians and the death of thousands of birds, in addition to signifi-
cant material damage to these facilities.

In May, the artillery and missile attacks by Syrian regime forces and the regime’s allies on the cities and 
towns of the southern suburbs of Idlib, the western suburbs of Hama and the eastern suburbs of Aleppo 
decreased even more, in what appears to have been a preparation by the Syrian regime for the farcical 
‘presidential elections’ that took place at the end of that month; with the end of the supposed elections, 
the rates of military operations increased again and focused on the Jabal al Zaweya area, west of Idlib city.

In 2021, Daraa governorate saw a military escalation by the Syrian regime forces and their allies, the most 
violent since 201819 , with the escalation in the governorate beginning in January, when clashes took place 
between forces from the Syrian regime’s Fourth Division and fighters from Armed Opposition factions. 
After the end of the ‘presidential elections’, in June, the people in several areas of the governorate took to 
the streets for demonstrations to express their rejection of the elections. As a result, the Syrian regime 
launched a military campaign, as part of which, on July 27, regime forces stormed the al Shayyah area 
in the southern plains of the Daraa al Balad area, and the Gharz area in the eastern part of the city; the 
regime then escalated its operations after fighters in the area resisted its efforts to advance, with the 
regime’s forces bombing several areas in the governorate.

19  The Response Team is affiliated with the Reconstruction Committee of the Civil Council of Raqqa affiliated with the Syrian Democratic Forces, whose mission is to discover 
mass graves, transfer the bodies and identify them. It started its work in January 2018.
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The Syrian regime’s military campaign continued until the beginning of September, targeting the Daraa 
al Balad area, and the neighborhoods of Tareeq al Sadd and the Camps in Daraa city, in addition to cities 
and towns in the western suburbs of Daraa, including Tafas city, the towns of al Yadouda, al Mzayreeb, 
and al Ajami village, during which the neighborhoods of Daraa city saw several attempted advances by 
Syrian regime forces, which were challenged by local opposition fighters. On September 5, an agreement 
was reached between the Negotiating Committee for civilians in Daraa city on the one hand, and Russia 
and the Syrian regime’s security committee on the other, putting an end to the regime’s military esca-
lation on Daraa city; subsequently, agreements were reached in the remaining areas in the governorate 
continuing up until October 18. The bombardment by the Syrian regime forces and its militias resulted in 
the deaths of dozens of civilian victims, including children and women, and the displacement of tens of 
thousands more people. The Syrian regime forces and its militias also launched campaigns of arbitrary 
arrests against civilians in the governorate.

Map showing the locations of attacks launched by the Syrian regime on al Yadouda village in the west-
ern suburbs of Daraa - July 29, 2021

Despite the aforementioned agreements throughout Daraa governorate, Nawa city in the western sub-
urbs of Daraa was subjected to artillery shelling by Syrian regime forces, which resulted in the deaths of 
two civilians, including a woman, and injured others, on November 29.

https://news.sn4hr.org/ar/?p=98919
https://news.sn4hr.org/ar/?p=98919
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14sJ7ihkZZL3d9yLqbN4Y0oNNSUbPmkit/view
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2021 was the best year compared to the previous decade in terms of the use of prohibited weapons, as 
we documented only one incident in which Russian forces used cluster munitions. Meanwhile, we were 
unable to document any attacks using incendiary weapons, chemical weapons or barrel bombs during 
this year.

Factions of the Armed Opposition and Hay’at Tahrir al Sham continued their artillery shelling of areas 
under the control of Syrian regime forces in the suburbs of Hama, Idlib and Aleppo, in response to the 
bombardment of the areas under their control, with most of these attacks being launched against mili-
tary sites.

The last quarter of October witnessed a large military build-up by Hay’at Tahrir al Sham to the Jisr al 
Shoghour area in the western suburbs of Idlib (Jisr al Shoghour city and its northwestern suburbs), and 
the Jabal al Turkman area in the northern suburbs of Latakia, with the aim of eliminating one of the Isla-
mist groups, namely Jund Allah, most of whose members are foreign nationals. As a result, violent clashes 
erupted between the two parties, which ended on October 28, with Hay’at Tahrir al Sham tightening its 
full control over the area.

Syrian Democratic Forces bombed areas in northern Syria under the control of the Syrian National Army 
factions, mainly Afrin city and its suburbs, resulting in the deaths of dozens of people and damage to civil-
ian facilities. The shelling also targeted the cities of Izaz and al Bab and the towns of the eastern suburbs 
of Jarablos. The Syrian National Army factions responded with similar shelling on the areas controlled by 
Syrian Democratic Forces.

In 2021, we recorded dozens of killings among fighters of extremist Islamist groups resulting from target-
ing by drones which we believe belong to the US-led coalition, with the bombardment targeting military 
vehicles belonging to these groups. On December 3, an attack by a US-led Coalition drone resulted in the 
killing of a former member of the Guardians of Religion organization (Hurras al Din), who was riding a 
motorcycle on the main road between al Mastouma village and Ariha city in the suburbs of Idlib governo-
rate; the same bombardment injured six members of a family of civilians, as the car they were in passed 
nearby the motorcycle. On December 6, the US Central Command announced in a press conference that 
it was responsible for the attack that targeted an ‘al Qaeda leader’ and caused civilian casualties.

Insecurity prevailed in most areas of Syria in 2021, with SNHR documenting several killings by unknown 
persons in Daraa governorate, most of which were against former fighters who had conducted settle-
ments with the Syrian regime. The killings were not limited to Daraa governorate, however, although the 
vast majority of them occurred there, with the eastern governorates also witnessing killings, some of 
which were against tribal elders, while killings also took place in the Idlib region.

We also recorded dozens of killings in most Syrian areas at the hands of persons/ parties that we were 
unable to identify. In 2021, we recorded several cases of suicide, more than those documented in previous 

https://news.sn4hr.org/ar/?p=98985
https://news.sn4hr.org/ar/?p=98985
https://www.defense.gov/News/Transcripts/Transcript/Article/2863617/pentagon-press-secretary-john-f-kirby-holds-an-on-camera-press-briefing/
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years, some of them by children; we believe that the deteriorating living conditions and the accompany-
ing effects on social conditions are the main cause in the majority of these cases.

In 2021, we also monitored bombings in areas under the control of the Syrian National Army forces in the 
suburbs of Aleppo, the suburbs of Raqqa, and the suburbs of Hasaka, where it is difficult for us to identify 
the perpetrators of the bombings, which resulted in the death and injury of dozens of civilians. The most 
prominent of these incidents was the explosion of a car bomb whose source we were unable to identify 
on January 31, 2021, in the al Markez al Thaqafi Street, in Izaz city center in the northern suburbs of Aleppo 
governorate, which resulted in the deaths of six civilians, including two female children and a woman, and 
the injury if 20 others.

In 2021, civilian casualties continued to occur as a result of the explosion of remnants of previous bom-
bardment, unexploded ordnance and mines. Most of these incidents took place in the suburbs of Deir 
Ez-Zour, Hama and Idlib, and in areas under the control of Syrian regime forces, resulting in the death of 
dozens of civilian, including women and children. There is great difficulty in determining which parties 
are responsible for planting landmines, due to the multiplicity of forces controlling the areas in which 
these explosions occurred, with the high number of victims indicating that none of the controlling forces 
have made any significant efforts in the process of clearing landmines, or in attempting to determine 
their locations and fence them off, or to warn the local populations about their presence. We have docu-
mented dozens of deaths as a result of the explosion of landmines, with the most prominent case being 
the deaths of 18 civilians, including 11 women, as a result of a landmine explosion near a vehicle carrying 
a group of civilians who were out collecting truffles on the outskirts of al Shahatiya village in the eastern 
suburbs of Hama governorate on March 7. The Syrian Network for Human Rights attaches great im-
portance to cooperating with the bodies involved in demining by working to create maps showing the 
locations where the regime planted landmines in order to contribute to limiting their deadly effects on 
civilians.

The Ein Eisa district in the northern suburbs of Raqqa witnessed several clashes between the Syrian 
National Army forces and Syrian Democratic Forces throughout the year, accompanied by bombings, 
without any change in the distribution of zones of control.

After ISIS lost control of most areas in 2019, the organization adopted a policy of launching hit-and-run 
attacks, which escalated in 2021, targeting sites belonging to Syrian regime forces, as well as killing civil-
ians in several areas in the governorates of Raqqa and Deir Ez-Zour, and in al Hawl Camp in the suburbs of 
Hasaka, whose residents include families linked to former ISIS members.

The organization has also claimed responsibility for several operations targeting fuel tanks and military 
vehicles belonging to Syrian regime forces in the eastern region, especially on the road between Hama 
and Raqqa. The Badiya of Deir Ez-Zour suburbs and Raqqa also witnessed sporadic battles launched by 
Syrian regime forces, backed by Russian warplanes, against ISIS affiliated elements.

https://news.sn4hr.org/?p=90564
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Continuous violations against children and women:
Children continue to be the group worst affected by the violations committed by all the perpetrators in 
Syria, with Syria’s children having been subjected to or commonly witnessing atrocious violations such 
as extrajudicial killings, arbitrary arrests and enforced disappearances, in addition to systematic torture 
and forced displacement. The UN Secretary-General’s third report on children and the armed conflict in 
Syria, submitted to the UN Security Council on April 23, indicated that the killing, maiming, conscription 
and use of children were among the most widely verified violations in the country. The report added that 
the actual number of grave violations against children far exceeded the number verified in the report.

As a result of the sharp deterioration in economic conditions throughout Syria and the high prices, which 
have more than doubled compared to what they were in previous years, millions of children in Syria are 
at risk of starvation and malnutrition; on February 18, Save the Children issued a statement expressing 
its grave concern about the steep rise in the numbers of the population suffering from hunger across 
Syria, adding, “It is estimated that 6.2 million of the country’s children are going without food, a rise 
by of 35% in just four months”. On March 10, UNICEF issued a press release stating that 90 percent of 
children in Syria are in need of humanitarian assistance, a 20 per cent increase in the past year alone, with 
more than half a million children under the age of five in the country suffering from stunted growth as 
a result of chronic malnutrition. The deteriorating economic conditions have also caused an increase in 
the phenomenon of child labor and their exploitation to do work that is not commensurate with their age 
and physical capabilities in return for low wages. We at the Syrian Network for Human Rights monitored 
the spread of the phenomenon of beggary among children, in addition to the phenomenon of collecting 
food from garbage dumps.

The increasing magnitude of the violations committed against the children of Syria and the economic 
and social pressures resulting from them have all had significant psychological repercussions on children, 
who are left in desperate need of special care at both the psychological and physical health levels, lead-
ing to a rise in suicides among them; this was indicated by the Save the Children report issued on April 
29, noting that the suicide incidents among children in northwestern Syria had significantly increased, 
with the number of suicides in the area rising sharply over the previous year, jumping by 86% from the 
first three months of 2020; the report stated that one in five recorded suicide attempts and deaths are 
children.

https://undocs.org/en/S/2021/398
https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/news/media-centre/press-releases/syria--number-of-children-going-hungry-up-by-35-percent-in-just-?fbclid=IwAR05YQwO3Yr5BUrw6Tw51eyHnWE-nn6yqaVNcSmJog_mjR7Whr6WoWIycUw
https://www.unicef.org/ar/%D8%A8%D8%B9%D8%AF-10-%D8%B3%D9%86%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%85%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D9%8A%D8%AD%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%AC-90%D9%AA-%D9%85%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B7%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%84-%D8%A5%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D8%B9%D9%85-%D8%A5%D8%B0-%D9%8A%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D9%86%D9%81/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D8%AD%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%A9
https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/news/media-centre/press-releases/north-west-syria--number-of-suicide-attempts-and-deaths-rise-sha
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The phenomenon of abandoned foundlings in all regions of Syria has also increased in 2021, which ap-
pears to be caused by the catastrophic economic deterioration, threatening a steady increase in the 
number of children of “unknown parentage”, which will affect Syria’s societal structure in the future.
In addition to the violations that children have been subjected to, they have been deprived of their most 
basic rights stipulated in international covenants, most notably the right to education; schools and ed-
ucational centers that escaped destruction as a result of bombing and military operations at the hands 
of the perpetrator parties were turned into military headquarters, depriving millions of children perma-
nently or intermittently of education.

The Syrian regime continued its policy of psychologically manipulating children to serve its own interest, 
brainwashing and indoctrinating them from young childhood onwards with its Ba’athist ideology by en-
rolling them in the al Ba’ath Vanguards Organization20  as a precondition for their access to education 
in the areas under its control; in 2021, the regime even used children to prepare for the ‘presidential 
election’ farce, with the Ba’ath Vanguards Organization organizing several events in February under the 
slogan ‘Our hope Is Bashar, to Continue the Journey,’ in implementation of the recommendations of the 
Ba’ath Vanguards’ 37th Conference, which took place on January 17th. The Syrian Network for Human 
Rights condemned the Syrian regime’s cynical exploitation of children in this exercise in indoctrination, 
using them to promote the idea of the regime’s permanence in power, and withholding children’s free-
dom of expression, despite this being guaranteed by the Convention on the Rights of the Child, which is 
ratified by the Syrian regime.

 The opening ceremony of the Ba’ath Vanguards Organization for the Children’s Parliament session in Latakia, under the slogan ‘Our
hope Is Bashar, to Continue the Journey,’ - February 24, 2021

20  A popular organization in which all Syrian school children from grades one to six in basic education are enrolled, with affiliation with being mandatory. It aims to nurture and 
educate children in directive education according to the vision of the state-ruling Arab Socialist Ba’ath Party
http://www.syrianpioneers.org.sy/

https://www.sana.sy/?p=1297736
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QJqFQxsQhEMCp28-CRFrSDO7KEALkqPH/view
http://www.syrianpioneers.org.sy/
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Meanwhile, most of the parties in Syria continued in 2021 to use children into the armed conflict by 
conscripting them into the ranks of these parties’ military forces, either by enticing them to do so or kid-
napping them for conscription. This included the Syrian Democratic Forces, which established training 
camps for child soldiers in areas far from the children’s original areas of residence, with the abducted 
children prevented from communicating with their families; many families of kidnapped children were 
threatened that they or their children would be subjected to violence if they reported their children’s con-
scription to international or human rights organizations. In addition, the families were prevented from 
visiting their children, and were subjected to verbal humiliation and expulsion if they attempted to do so.

On June 21, 2021, the United Nations published the annual report of the Secretary-General on children 
and armed conflict, in which it affirmed the continuation of the high levels of violations committed by all 
parties to the conflict against children in Syria, especially the continuing high numbers associated with 
the conscription, use, killing and maiming of children, and the attacks on schools and hospitals. The re-
port placed Syrian regime forces on the related blacklist along with the Houthis and the Myanmar army.

In 2021, we monitored various patterns of violations committed against Syrian women, including egre-
gious violations, and we can confirm that none of the egregious violations against them has stopped; 
given the scale of violations that occurred against men, including killing, arrest and enforced disappear-
ance, we have noticed a radical change in the roles of women, as the percentage of women who became 
responsible for families which include orphans and children have increased; women have responsibili-
ties that have increased due to the reality of continuous displacement. On October 11, 2021, coinciding 
with International Day of the Girl Child, the International Rescue Committee issued a report in which 
it ranked Syria among the five most dangerous places in the world for girls. A survey conducted by the 
organization in northwest Syria found that forced child marriage has become common for fear of sexual 
exploitation, abuse and kidnapping, adding that 70% of girls and women surveyed said that child brides 
were at increased risk of domestic violence. On October 21, 2021, the Georgetown Institute for Women, 
Peace and Security, and the PRIO Centre on Gender, Peace and Security released the third edition of the 
global Women Peace and Security Index (WPS Index), which draws on recognized data sources in 170 
countries. The report ranked Syria in the penultimate rank as the worst country in the world in terms of 
women’s peace and security, followed by Afghanistan in last place. According to the report, Syria is the 
worst in the world with regard to organized violence against women, and the worst at the regional level 
with regard to the safety of women in society.

https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/12/16/57160/
https://undocs.org/ar/S/2021/437
https://undocs.org/ar/S/2021/437
https://www.rescue.org/article/five-most-challenging-places-grow-girl
https://giwps.georgetown.edu/the-index/
https://giwps.georgetown.edu/the-index/
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The living and economic reality in Syria:
The terrible security conditions and the continued perpetration of various types of violations are clearly 
reflected in the collapse of Syria’s economy, which is suffering from a near-total disintegration of the 
country’s financial, material, human and social capital; the Syrian regime has squandered the Syrian state’s 
reserves in its war against the Syrian people, beginning with its efforts to crush popular demonstrations, 
which turned into an internal armed conflict; among the greatest expenses are maintaining the army and 
its massive arsenal, as well as paying the salaries of tens of thousands of employees in the security servic-
es and the shabiha. Over the past decade, more than half and deepening of the Syrian people have been 
internally displaced or became refugees, with vertical societal divisions occurring between sects and 
groups of society, as well as horizontal schisms due to the terrible material disparity that has occurred 
since 2011 to date. The Syrian economy is still moving strongly towards further collapse, with the state’s 
cash reserves currently estimated at nearly one billion dollars, while the per capita annual share is only 
about 500 dollars. According to the briefing of the Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs 
and Emergency Relief Coordinator, Martin Griffiths, to the Security Council on the humanitarian situation 
in Syria, on October 27, 202121 , nearly 90% of Syrians live below the poverty line. In 2021, we noticed an 
unprecedented spread of the phenomena of begging and of whole families sleeping in the streets, and 
scavenging for food leftovers from garbage containers for survival.

Syrian regime-controlled areas: The areas vary in the extent of damage inflicted on them according to 
the controlling force, and the areas controlled by the Syrian regime appear to be the worst; according 
to reports issued by the Syrian regime government, the salaries of state employees range from 70,000 
to 90,000 Syrian pounds per month, which is equivalent to approximately 25 to 40 US dollars22 , with the 
Syrian pound losing up to 92% of its purchasing value. The Central Bank of Syria, which is run by the Syr-
ian regime government, issued on January 24 a 5,000-pound banknote23 , which is the largest ever to be 
offered for circulation in Syria as of this writing.
The Syrian regime government has been unable to provide the most basic necessities of daily life, such as 
water, electricity and bread, while neither of the Syrian regime’s allies, Russia and Iran, are contributing to 
providing these services, with some areas witnessing power outages for more than 15 continuous hours 
per day24 , along with increases in electricity prices of up to 100% for the household sector, with these 
new prices implemented as of the beginning of November, according to the website of the pro-Syrian 
regime al Watan newspaper.

24  Reuters, Far from war’s front lines, life in Syria is still tough, https://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-syria-damascus-idUSKBN16D22A

21  United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, Martin 
Griffiths, to the Security Council on the humanitarian situation in Syria, 
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/under-secretary-general-humanitarian-affairs-and-emergency-relief-118

22  Syria TV, $26 for PhD holders... the regime publishes the salary scale for employees in Syria, ، https://www.syria.tv/120969

23  SANA, CBS releases a new Syrian 5,000-pound banknote, http://sana.sy/en/?p=219048 

https://alwatan.sy/archives/279474?fbclid=IwAR1n-oJeBkqn0MhOL5qbmtZ66LRRUxkxNoaj0KmsShEHPVEKo-WPxRIOtS4
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-syria-damascus-idUSKBN16D22A
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/under-secretary-general-humanitarian-affairs-and-emergency-relief-118
https://www.syria.tv/120969
http://sana.sy/en/?p=219048
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Citizens also suffered from water cuts for hours and sometimes days at a time, forcing residents of 
some areas to buy non-potable water from tanks. As for bread, which is the basic dietary staple for the 
majority of the Syrian people, bread prices have increased by about 125% compared to the previous year. 
Human Rights Watch said in a report issued on March 22 that “The Syrian government’s failure to fairly 
and adequately address a bread crisis brought on by a decade of armed conflict is forcing millions of 
Syrians to go hungry.” 

The prices of fuel materials (diesel, gasoline, domestic and industrial gas) also witnessed several increas-
es, which directly affected the prices of other materials, especially foodstuffs and medicines. We note 
that the Ministry of Internal Trade and Consumer Protection raised the price of subsidized premium 
gasoline several times in 2021 by a total amount of approximately 230% of its value at the beginning of 
the year.

The pharmaceutical sector is another of the sectors worst affected by the decisions taken by the Syrian 
regime government, which has deprived a large segment of patients, especially those suffering from 
chronic diseases, from obtaining their medicines, whether these are unavailable in pharmacies, due to 
the suspension of some drug laboratories, or because of their excessively expensive price which leaves 
patients unable to afford them. On December 17, the SANA news agency published an announcement 
from the Syrian regime government’s Higher Technical Committee for Medicine, which stated that the 
committee had issued a decision to increase the prices of medicines by 30%; the agency quoted a state-
ment by Obeida Qatee, the Assistant Minister of Health for Pharmacy and Drug Affairs in the Syrian 
regime’s government, in which he said, “Some factory owners demanded an increase in drug prices by 
100 percent, but the Higher Technical Committee for Medicine decided to increase it by 30 percent to 
ensure the continuation of the production cycle in pharmaceutical laboratories at this stage, taking 
into account the economic conditions.” In reality, medicines were sold in pharmacies at two or three 
times the price specified by the Syrian regime government’s decision, according to a report published by 
al Watan newspaper on December 22.

The promised rehabilitation and reconstruction of areas and towns that were subjected to destruction 
in the areas where the Syrian regime regained control are almost non-existent, with SNHR not record-
ing any operations to remove rubble; we at the SNHR believe that this negligence on the regime’s part 
is wholly deliberate, with the regime, which has exhausted the state’s resources through expenditure 
on bombardment and torture operations, requiring others to step in to undertake reconstruction and 
restoration operations, while we monitored many municipalities removing and demolishing structures 
for their failure to meet building regulations, mostly with the aim of seizing control of these locations, 
despite numerous families living in them; most of the families who had been living in these buildings had 
already been displaced from their homes in other regions.

https://www.swissinfo.ch/ara/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%81-%D9%8A%D9%87%D8%AF-%D8%AF-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D8%AC%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D8%AA%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%B9-%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%89-%D9%86%D9%87%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%88%D9%85%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A9/46905634
https://www.swissinfo.ch/ara/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%81-%D9%8A%D9%87%D8%AF-%D8%AF-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D8%AC%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D8%AA%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%B9-%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%89-%D9%86%D9%87%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%88%D9%85%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A9/46905634
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/03/21/syria-bread-crisis-exposes-government-failure
http://www.sana.sy/?p=1538520
https://www.sana.sy/?p=1411760
https://alwatan.sy/archives/285801
https://alwatan.sy/archives/285801
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In northwestern Syria: The region continues to suffer from a huge number of displaced people, amount-
ing to about 2.8 million25 , who are the poorest groups in society, suffering from severe unemployment 
and dependent mainly on humanitarian aid26 ; the region depends on the Turkish lira in its economic deal-
ings, but this currency was subjected to massive shocks in the second half of the past year 2021, which 
negatively affected the economic conditions in that region, in particular the manipulation of prices, 
which rose sharply but were not reduced when the value of the Turkish lira rose again; fuels, household 
gas and bread were among the worst affected materials; the constant fear of renewed bombing by the 
Syrian regime and Russia also prevents the region from implementing investment projects in the medium 
and long terms, which is the primary goal of the intermittent attacks by the Russian-Syrian alliance.

The areas under the control of Hay’at Tahrir al Sham and the affiliated Salvation Government: These 
areas suffered from similar conditions to the areas under the control of the Syrian opposition, with the 
former distinguished by issuing several arbitrary statements according to which they prevented the en-
try of some commodities, especially vegetables, from Afrin areas in the northwestern suburbs of Aleppo 
to the areas of Idlib suburbs through the al Ghazawiya crossing in the western suburbs of Aleppo , which 
are used by citizens in this season as supplies for the winter, arousing a wave of resentment among res-
idents because this will lead to the monopoly of these goods and the increase in their prices, just as the 
prices of some materials that are monopolized by some institutions and merchants such as eggs, gas and 
diesel increased.
In the summer of 2021, the region witnessed heat waves that increased the suffering of civilians in light 
of the scarcity of electricity or water, especially in the camps scattered across the region. In June, we also 
recorded the outbreak of large fires in forested areas in the western Jisr al Shoghour in Idlib suburbs, 
causing material losses to crops.

Finally, in the areas under the control of the Syrian Democratic Forces in northeastern Syria: The 
closure of the al Ya’rubiya border crossing due to the Russian veto contributed to the deterioration of 
the economic situation, in addition to the widespread corruption and looting of wealth by the Self-Man-
agement Authority, especially of oil and gas, and the authority’s failure to disclose its financial returns, 
estimated at approximately $120 million annually; we documented many demonstrations by residents 
of the region demanding an improvement in the service and living situation, as well as job opportunities 
for the unemployed.

The cities of Hasaka and Qameshli witnessed a stifling crisis in the availability of bread in January 2021, 
as a result of strike action by bakery owners due to high production costs and the authorities’ failure to 
support the bakeries with the allocated quantities of wheat. One of the reasons for the bread cut crisis in 
most areas controlled by Syrian Democratic Forces was the high prices of a sack of flour and the smug-
gling of these materials to areas controlled by the Syrian regime.

25  UNHCR, Cross-border Humanitarian Response Fact Sheet, https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/north-west-syria-cross-border-humanitarian-re-
sponse-fact-sheet-august-0

26  UNHCR, Syria Fact Sheet (January 2021), https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/unhcr-syria-fact-sheet-january-2021 

https://www.alaraby.co.uk/economy/%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D8%AD%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B3%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%88%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%AF%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%81%D9%82%D8%B1-%D8%BA%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%A8%D9%88%D9%82%D8%A9-%D8%B4%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%84-%D8%BA%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/economy/%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D8%AD%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B3%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%88%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%AF%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%81%D9%82%D8%B1-%D8%BA%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%A8%D9%88%D9%82%D8%A9-%D8%B4%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%84-%D8%BA%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9
https://sn4hr.org/?p=56595
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/north-west-syria-cross-border-humanitarian-response-fact-sheet-august-0
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/north-west-syria-cross-border-humanitarian-response-fact-sheet-august-0
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/unhcr-syria-fact-sheet-january-2021
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We recorded an unprecedented rise in fuel prices in the region; on May 17, the Syrian Democratic Forc-
es’ Self-Management Authority of Northern and Eastern Syria issued Decision No. 119, which stipulates 
increasing fuel prices in areas under its control by between 100% and 350%. As a result of this decision, 
most areas in the governorates of Hasaka and Deir Ez-Zour saw dozens of demonstrations and protests 
the following day, calling for the decision to be rescinded, with protesters cutting off roads and par-
ticipating in strike action that affected shops in some cities and towns in Hasaka, such as al Malekiya 
and Amouda in the suburbs of Hasaka. Syrian Democratic Forces personnel confronted these peaceful 
demonstrations with live bullets and arrests, with SNHR documenting the deaths of six civilians, includ-
ing one child, in addition to the injury of five others, in this gunfire, and the arrest of five civilians in al 
Shaddadi city and surrounding villages in the southern suburbs of Hasaka.

We also documented mass demonstrations by the people of several towns and villages in Deir Ez-Zour, 
Raqqa and the southern suburbs of Hasaka protesting against the poor security, service and economic 
situation throughout the year. On May 31, Manbej city and its suburbs east of Aleppo governorate saw 
a comprehensive strike of markets and shops, and popular demonstrations in several areas to protest 
against the Syrian Democratic Forces’ practices, including their imposition of forced conscription, arrests 
and rising prices. The peaceful demonstrations lasted for two days, with the protesters were subjected 
to shooting that caused casualties; this was followed by the protesters reaching an agreement with the 
dignitaries of the region to stop the protests and end the strike action in exchange for the authorities 
ending the Self-Defense Law.

The deterioration in living conditions has caused a wider spread of unemployment, beggary and home-
lessness, with the rates of kidnappings, thefts, murders and suicides increasing in 2021, compared to the 
previous year 2020, especially in areas controlled by Syrian regime forces. We have addressed this issue 
in many reports we released throughout 2021.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wMrn25EF1HgJTslLdQfjwQKC_Xo-INEQ/view
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zVkjmY5bGLE
https://sn4hr-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/p/upload/EXLrgzcVtmJPpMgzkxRQGm8BKewBzi3IpfJLyjVlykoyfA?e=RbY3uj
https://news.sn4hr.org/?p=93917
https://news.sn4hr.org/2021/05/19/sdf-killed-a-civilian-in-47-village-in-hasaka-suburbs-on-may-18/
https://news.sn4hr.org/2021/05/19/child-shot-dead-by-sdf-in-hasaka-city-on-may-18/
https://news.sn4hr.org/2021/05/21/civilian-died-on-may-19-due-to-wounds-inflicted-by-sdf-in-al-shaddadi-city-in-hasaka-suburbs/
https://news.sn4hr.org/?p=94203
https://news.sn4hr.org/?p=94176
https://sn4hr.org/blog/category/report/monthly-reports/most-notable-hr-violations/
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COVID-19 pandemic:
2021 witnessed a rise in the number of infections and deaths resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic 
throughout Syria, due to the continued almost complete absence of precautionary measures and great 
recklessness by the various controlling forces, and the inability of the people to comply with these meas-
ures due to the dire economic and social conditions. The health sector, which collapsed as a result of 
the violations it was subjected to over the ten years of the conflict, was the sector most affected by the 
pandemic in all regions of Syria. On January 7, 2021, al Watan newspaper quoted the head of the Syrian 
Doctors Syndicate, Dr. Kamal Asaad Amer, as announcing the deaths of 130 doctors, of whom 100 were 
confirmed to have died due to being infected with the COVID-19 virus since the emergence of the pan-
demic; while the rest supposedly died of other causes, some of these are suspected to have also been 
infected with the virus, although it’s believed that this was not officially acknowledged as the cause of 
death because it was not diagnosed; Dr. Amer said that Syria has been losing its medical personnel due 
to the increase in deaths among them.
Despite the large numbers of infections and the near-total collapse of the health sector, the Syrian re-
gime’s government continued its policy of indifference and disregard for the seriousness of the pandem-
ic; several measures were taken that reflected the extent of the Syrian regime’s indifference to the lives 
of Syrians in the areas under its control. On February 23, 2021, the Syrian regime’s Ministry of Tourism 
announced the resumption of religious tourism from Iraq to Syria, despite the spread of the pandemic 
in the two countries; although Issam al Amin, General Director of al Mouwasat Hospital, claimed that this 
decision would not increase the rate of spread of the coronavirus in the country due to the precautionary 
measures that would be followed.

The government team set up by the Syrian regime to follow up measures to address the COVID-19 pan-
demic decided not to extend the decision to suspend work or reduce the number of workers in public 
institutions that it had taken at the beginning of the month in reaction to the increase in cases of COV-
ID-19 infection, so that the worker’s working hours return to normal in official departments as of April 22.
The absence of precautionary measures in the areas under the control of Syrian regime forces, the con-
tinuation of social activities and gatherings in the markets, and the failure to take serious measures to 
limit them, to reduce the transmission of infection among citizens contributed to the rapid spread of the 
pandemic. The gatherings and rallies organized and imposed by the Syrian regime, coinciding with the 
‘presidential elections’ in May and the beginning of June, in the absence of any form of the recommended 
precautionary measures to avoid infection with the coronavirus, had a clear effect in contributing to the 
increase in the number of infections in the areas under the regime control.

https://alwatan.sy/archives/242379
http://www.sana.sy/?p=1322833
http://www.sana.sy/?p=1322833
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LFC_AmNsXgK4P9Fj_H3L36MEY1acDtc5/view
https://www.sana.sy/?p=1365134
https://news.sn4hr.org/?p=92545
https://news.sn4hr.org/?p=92545
https://news.sn4hr.org/?p=93171
https://news.sn4hr.org/?p=91370
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The regions of northwestern and eastern Syria are no better off than the areas under the control of 
Syrian regime forces in terms of the spread of the pandemic in light of the economic deterioration, over-
crowding in IDP camps, and the absence of any implementation of serious measures by the controlling 
parties to limit its spread, in addition to the destruction that befell those areas as a result of the suc-
cessive military campaigns, which have prevented civilians from having eligible housing equipped with 
services that could contribute to the implementation of the precautionary measures recommended by 
the World Health Organization.

Statistics issued by official authorities27  in the three main areas of control in Syria showed that they 
recorded the highest monthly number of infections during 2021, where the highest monthly number in 
the areas under the control of Syrian regime forces since the emergence of the pandemic in 2020, was 
recorded in October 2021, reaching 9,199 cases (approximately 19% of the total announced infections un-
til the end of 2021). Meanwhile, in the areas under the control of the Armed Opposition/ Syrian National 
Army, the highest monthly number of infections was recorded in September 2021, reaching 34,682 cases 
(approximately 38% of the total announced infections until the end of 2021), while in the areas under 
the control of Syrian Democratic Forces, the highest number of infections was in October 2021, reaching 
7,559 cases (approximately 21% of the total announced infections until the end of 2021).

This proves that none of the controlling parties in Syria have taken any serious precautionary measures 
to prevent the spread of the pandemic since the announcement of its emergence, causing the disease 
to spread steadily, resulting in the death of large numbers of citizens; we have mentioned this in a large 
number of news articles and in many reports over the past months.

27  Statistics for the areas under the control of Syrian Regime forces based on the reports of the Media Office of the Syrian regime’s Ministry of Health:
https://www.facebook.com/MinistryOfHealthSYR/
Statistics for areas under the control of the Armed Opposition/ Syrian National Army based on the Early Warning Alert and Response Network (EWARN) reports:
https://www.acu-sy.org/covid19/
Statistics for the areas under the control of Syrian Democratic Forces based on the reports of the Self-Management authority of Northern and Eastern Syria:
https://www.facebook.com/smensyria/

https://news.sn4hr.org/tag/coronavirus/
https://sn4hr.org/blog/category/report/monthly-reports/most-notable-hr-violations/
https://www.facebook.com/MinistryOfHealthSYR/
https://www.acu-sy.org/covid19/
https://www.facebook.com/smensyria/
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The most prominent violation of the sanctions imposed on the Syrian
regime:

In 2021, the operations of supplying the Syrian regime with oil continued by Syrian Democratic Forces 
(mainly Kurdish Democratic Union Party forces), which began in 2012 and has continued ever since, de-
spite the issuance of the Caesar Act and its entry into force in June 2020.

Oil-smuggling operations depend on the use of land routes as well as water crossings on the Euphrates 
River; Syrian Democratic Forces have resorted to developing a mechanism for transporting oil between 
the two banks of the Euphrates since 2019, by extending plastic pipelines through which oil is transport-
ed between the two banks of the Euphrates River, while Syrian Democratic Forces put the water cross-
ings under heavy security, and organize their work.

In the first half of 2021, we monitored a large movement of oil tanker trucks, which we believe belong 
to the al Qatirji Company, on their way to the oil fields under the control of Syrian Democratic Forces in 
Hasaka governorate. We also monitored trucks at al Houra crossing, south of al Tabaqa city in the west-
ern suburbs of Raqqa, coming from the areas controlled by the Syrian regime towards the oil fields under 
the control of Syrian Democratic Forces in Hasaka governorate.

In July 2021, we issued a report documenting what we had recorded of oil smuggling operations between 
the areas controlled by Syrian Democratic Forces and the areas controlled by Syrian regime forces. The 
report focused on the extent of the great benefit that the Syrian regime derives from these operations, 
and its use of them in continuing to commit atrocious violations.

Syria is among the largest exporters of drugs in 2021:
The Syrian regime not only plundered the natural resources in Syria and harnessed them to its advan-
tage at its citizens’ expense, in violation of all international norms, but also went beyond that by actively 
contributing to harming the citizens of other countries through exporting narcotics through its land and 
sea crossings in large quantities, operations which we do not believe could be completed under a highly 
centralized and repressive regime like Syria’s without the complicity of prominent regime figures, and 
which take place and are facilitated by the ruling regime itself, which may periodically confiscate one or 
two shipments to give the false impression that it is fighting rather than facilitating and benefiting from 
the drug trade.

https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/07/29/56595/
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Syria has turned into one of the most prominent drug-exporting countries in the world, according to a 
report issued on April 27, 2021, by the Center for Operational Analysis and Research (COAR), with most 
of the smuggled shipments from Syria passing through Lebanese territory. On April 23, 2021, the Saudi 
al Ekhbariya TV station published a video in a tweet on the TV’s official account on Twitter, in which it 
reported that an attempt to smuggle 2.4 million narcotic pills hidden inside a shipment of pomegranates 
coming from Lebanese territory had been thwarted. Meanwhile, the Guardian reported in an article 
published on May 7, 2021, that in the two years prior to the shipment being confiscated in Saudi Arabia, at 
least 15 such drug shipments had been thwarted in the Middle East and Europe. The newspaper added, 
quoting six officials from various European and Middle Eastern countries’ intelligence services, that all 
these shipments had come from Syria or via the Lebanese border.

On July 19, 2021, the British Economist website published a report in which it said that Syria had turned 
into a narco-state, with Captagon pills being its main export material.

On June 16, 2021, the Organized Crime and Corruption Reporting Project (OCCRP) website issued a report 
in which it spoke about the recent boom in the drug trade in Syria and how this benefits people close 
to the family of the Syrian regime’s president. On August 16, 2021, Le Figaro published a feature article 
about the smuggling of fuel transported inside trucks loaded with gravel from Lebanon to the areas con-
trolled by Syrian regime forces which return loaded with Captagon pills.

On December 5, 2021, the New York Times published an in-depth investigative report into the drug trade 
in Syria. The investigation stated that the drug trade, which is managed by individuals close to the head 
of the Syrian regime, Bashar al Assad, has turned Syria into the largest exporter of drugs in the world 
after its illegal exports of narcotics exceeded the sum of its other exports. The investigation added that 
much of the production and distribution operations are carried out under the supervision of the Fourth 
Division in the Syrian regime army, which is headed by Maher al Assad, brother of Bashar al Assad. The 
newspaper report added that among the other individuals involved were more figures close to the gov-
ernment, in addition to the Lebanese Hezbollah militia, and indicated that in recent years, large ship-
ments of smuggled narcotics have been seized in several countries, the source of which was a port in 
Syria controlled by the Syrian regime. A CNN report on December 12, 2021, stated that Syria has turned 
from the largest exporter of olive oil, spices and handicrafts to the largest exporter of drugs, and that 
the money generated by the drug trade, estimated at millions of dollars, goes into the pockets of those 
in power to increase their wealth, while the Syrian people live in a tragic situation.

https://coar-global.org/2021/04/27/the-syrian-economy-at-war-captagon-hashish-and-the-syrian-narco-state/
https://twitter.com/alekhbariyatv/status/1385539394094895105?s=20
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/may/07/drug-captagon-turning-syria-into-narco-state
https://www.economist.com/middle-east-and-africa/2021/07/19/syria-has-become-a-narco-state
https://www.occrp.org/en/investigations/greek-captagon-bust-leads-to-a-criminal-gang-and-the-port-at-the-heart-of-syrias-booming-new-drug-trade
https://www.lefigaro.fr/international/au-liban-le-trafic-d-essence-accroit-le-chaos-20210816
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/05/world/middleeast/syria-drugs-captagon-assad.html
https://edition.cnn.com/videos/tv/2021/12/12/exp-gps-1212-ben-hubbard-syria-narco-state.cnn
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Displacement and forced displacement
The most notable displacements in 2021 took place in Daraa governorate, which witnessed several clash-
es between Syrian regime and allied forces and the people of the region, the pace of which periodically 
escalated, turning into a siege and military operations that caused the displacement of dozens of families; 
the most notable displacements we recorded are: (1) on January 27, Tafas city in the western suburbs of 
Daraa has witnessed a displacement movement, the first of its kind since the city was subject to a settle-
ment agreement two years ago, with some 10,000 residents (about a third of the city’s population) being 
displaced due to the threats issued by the Syrian regime’s Fourth Division to launch an attack on the city; 
(2) the besieged neighborhoods of Daraa city, namely Daraa al Balad, Tareeq al Sadd neighborhood, the 
Palestinian refugee camp and the camp for IDPs from Golan, saw a movement of displacement on foot 
towards other neighborhoods in Daraa city that are under the control of Syrian regime forces, as a result 
of the bombardment of their areas during August, with some of those displaced forced to take shelter 
in a number of schools and public facilities. Since August 30, the towns of the western suburbs of Daraa 
have seen another movement of displacement due to the escalation of the military campaign against 
these areas.
The events in southern Syria also led to two agreements which resulted in the forced displacement of for-
mer fighters in the ranks of the Armed Opposition factions, who were displaced towards northern Syria:

Photo shows people gathering in preparation for displace-
ment from Om Batenah village, Quneitra suburbs, to north-
ern Syria - May 20, 2021

(1) On May 20, 2021, 30 families of former fighters 
in the ranks of the Armed Opposition who refused 
to make a settlement with the Syrian regime left Om 
Batenah village in the suburbs of Quneitra heading 
towards northwest Syria, following a forced dis-
placement agreement under Russian sponsorship. 
The agreement was reached following an attack by 
unknown gunmen on Syrian regime checkpoints in 
the vicinity of the village at the end of April 2021, as a 
result of which Syrian regime forces besieged the vil-
lage and shelled it with mortars on May 1, demanding 
that the fighters leave in exchange for not restrict-
ing the villagers and releasing two of the villagers. 
Upon the arrival of the displaced to Abu al Zandin 
crossing east of Aleppo, they were prevented from 
entering the areas controlled by the Syrian Nation-
al Army until the evening of the following day, May 
21, when they were allowed to cross to the northern 
suburbs of Idlib through al Ghazawiya crossing, pass-
ing through the northern suburbs of Aleppo, arriving 
the next day at shelters designated for IDPs in Deir 
Hassan area.

https://news.sn4hr.org/2021/08/03/displacement-of-a-number-of-residents-of-the-daraa-al-balad-area-to-safer-areas-in-daraa-city-due-to-military-escalation-by-syrian-regime-on-aug-3/
https://news.sn4hr.org/2021/08/30/dozens-of-families-displaced-from-w-daraa-suburbs-due-to-syrian-regime-bombardment-on-august-30/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Uxs33HPzshGKiT8SR1Mw9e6oUUKyBaAM/view
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 Photo shows rising floodwaters around IDPs’ tents in al Amin Camp located near Kafr Orouq village in northern Idlib,
following torrential rainfall in the area – January 14, 2021

(2) Following the Syrian regime forces’ military escalation in Daraa governorate at the end of June, an 
agreement was reached to displace about 80 people who left in two convoys towards northern Syria 
through the Abu al Zandin crossing, separating the areas controlled by Syrian regime forces and Syrian 
National Army. The first was on August 24, carrying eight people, followed by another convoy on August 
26 that carried 70 people, including women and children of forcibly displaced persons.

In northwest Syria, almost none of the displaced people have returned to their homes from which they 
were displaced, even though some are only a few kilometers away; the continuation of the military opera-
tions launched by the Syrian-Russian alliance forces in northwestern Syria has exacerbated the crisis faced 
by the IDPs, especially those residing in the camps, with the Syrian-Russian alliance forces’ bombardment 
expanding to include areas near the center of the region and other areas close to the Syrian-Turkish bor-
der, which include the largest IDP camps in Syria; we recorded that the cities of Sarmada (on October 19), 
al Dana (on October 25) and other locations were bombed by these forces. Another attack by the same 
forces on an IDP camp in Termanein town in Idlib suburbs on October 27 resulted in the death of a child, 
as well as injuries to other people, and damage to the camp.

Meanwhile, the suffering of the IDPs and residents of the northern Syrian camps continues due to the cli-
matic conditions, as they suffer in the winter from freezing snow and rainstorms and the resulting floods 
that sweep away the tents and drown their contents, forcing their residents into further displacement 
and exacerbating their suffering. In the summer, meanwhile, high temperatures and the lack of shelter 
protecting the people from the searing heat leads to the spread of diseases related to high temperatures, 
especially among the most vulnerable groups, primarily children and elderly people.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uyaOrK5awAux8zVovqCEqGQtb5go7te8/view
https://news.sn4hr.org/?p=97913
https://news.sn4hr.org/?p=98108
https://news.sn4hr.org/?p=98125
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We also documented the outbreak of many fires in the camps, due to the incorrect use of cooking and 
heating methods, and the explosion of solar energy batteries as a result of the high temperatures, caus-
ing human and material losses.

On September 17, 2021, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) estimated in a re-
port that the number of people in need of urgent assistance in order to face the winter season is about 
2 million displaced people in Syria, and that 180,000 families need cash assistance to secure their basic 
needs. The UNHCR indicated that its operations for this year have so far received only 39% of the total 
funding required for Syria.

On October 27, the US Special Envoy for Syria, Geir Pedersen, stated during a briefing to discuss develop-
ments in Syria at the Security Council that more than 12 million Syrians remain displaced, whether inside 
their homeland or as refugees, with poverty levels close to 90%.

In conjunction with the deterioration of the economic situation and the severe impact of this on the sit-
uation in the camps, the World Food Program informed humanitarian organizations operating in north-
western Syria, via e-mail on September 7, 2021, that the size of the food rations had been reduced by one 
bottle of oil and one bag of bulgur from each portion, making the family share (consisting of five people) 
four liters of oil, 5.7 kg of bulgur, 5 kg of sugar, 15 kg of wheat flour, 7.5 kg of rice, 6 kg of red lentils, 6 
kg of chickpeas and 1 kg of salt, as of October 2021, as the contents of the food basket were reduced. 
We note that this was not the first time that this measure has been taken, which negatively affected the 
beneficiaries as they depend on these baskets to secure food, in light of the lack of job opportunities and 
the spread of unemployment.

Damage in Adam IDP Camp near Kherbet al Jouz village in Idlib, due to a fire resulting from the misuse of cooking appli-
ances - May 20, 2021 – Photo by Ahmad Rahhal

https://news.sn4hr.org/ar/2021/06/19/%d9%88%d9%81%d8%a7%d8%a9-%d8%b7%d9%81%d9%84%d9%8e%d9%8a%d9%86-%d8%b4%d9%82%d9%8a%d9%82%d9%8e%d9%8a%d9%86-%d8%a5%d8%ab%d8%b1-%d8%a7%d9%86%d8%af%d9%84%d8%a7%d8%b9-%d8%ad%d8%b1%d9%8a%d9%82-%d9%81%d9%8a/
https://news.sn4hr.org/ar/?p=94331
https://reporting.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/Underfunding-Report-2021.pdf
https://reporting.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/Underfunding-Report-2021.pdf
https://news.un.org/ar/story/2021/10/1086052
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FDdAcfAtDgIydy-CkN72RxCsN7VunqO-/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LbPb7Rsm1_DITZuwT7zIRlvjib-MNqK_/view


86 Eleventh Annual Report: The Most Notable Human Rights 

Violations in Syria in 2021

The State’s Collapse and Society’s Fragmentation

The al Hawl Camp, located east of Hasaka city near the Iraqi-Syrian border, currently housing around 
65,000 people, including families of former ISIS members of various nationalities, is a detention camp run 
by Syrian Democratic Forces whose residents live under inhumane conditions; on March 29, the President 
of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), Peter Maurer, said in a press release issued after 
his visit to Syria, speaking about al Hawl Camp: “This is really the place where hope is going to die. It 
is one of the largest, if not the largest, child protection crisis with which we are confronted today.” 
He called on all states to take responsibility for their nationals in the camp, and to make all efforts to re-
patriate residents lawfully, respecting family unity and fully supporting reintegration. On November 30, 
2021, Amnesty International issued a report in which it said that at least 27,000 children are being held 
in dire conditions in al Hawl Camp, where they are arbitrarily deprived of their liberty. The organization 
called on the Self-Management forces that control the camp to establish a clear mechanism to return 
Syrian children, their mothers and their caregivers to their home areas. We note that in 2021, the camp 
witnessed killings of residents at the hands of unknown gunmen who we were unable to identify, and who 
are believed to be affiliated with ISIS cells, with the death toll reaching 76 civilians, including 10 children 
and 23 women. The camp also witnessed the outbreak of a fire on February 27, the largest in terms of the 
number of casualties, as it resulted in seven civilians (six children and one woman) being burnt to death.

Syrian Democratic Forces continued to allow the residents of al Hawl Camp to leave28  during 2021, with 
the number of groups that were allowed to leave reaching about 15 (comprising 1,200 families). In the 
same context, a number of European countries, such as Germany, Denmark, Belgium, Canada, France, 
Russia, Ukraine, UK and Albania, have repatriated a number of their nationals this year, most of whom 
are children and women, from families linked to ISIS residing in al Hawl and al Rouj camps in the Hasaka 
suburbs in coordination with Syrian Democratic Forces. On February 1, Save the Children, in a statement, 
called on all states with nationals trapped in the camps in northeast Syria to step up efforts to repatriate 
them, saying that 27,500 children from foreign and Iraqi citizens are now awaiting repatriation. On March 
2, Doctors Without Borders issued a statement expressing its profound concerns about the insecurity 
facing al Hawl Camp residents, two-thirds of whom are children and women.

The suffering of residents of al Rukban Camp in the eastern suburbs of Homs, near the Syrian-Jordanian 
border, has also continued, due to numerous problems and challenges, especially regarding health-relat-
ed issues. On June 11, 2021, the Public and Political Relations Authority of the Syrian Badiya in al Rukban 
Camp appealed to the Jordanian government to allow critically ill patients in need of surgical operations 
to enter Jordanian hospitals in order to save their lives. As for children, particularly those with special 
needs, the inhumane living conditions inside the camp, and the lack of any means of life, including heat-
ing and medical care, means many of them have suffered from the spread of diseases, especially grippe, 
under a complete siege and the absence of any medical centers.

28  Following the decision 146 issued by Syrian Democratic Forces’ Self-Management Authority on October 10, 2020, allowing Syrians in the camp to leave after 
completing the necessary procedures

https://www.icrc.org/en/document/syria-icrc-president-urges-new-approach-international-community-after-decade-brutal-crisis
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/11/syria-repatriate-at-least-27000-children-held-in-dire-conditions-in-north-east-syria/
https://news.sn4hr.org/?p=91414
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/repatriation-foreign-children-syria-slowed-covid-19-new-footage-emerges-life-camps
https://www.msf.org/msf-denounces-unsafe-environment-al-hol-camp-syria
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17W6xLahM2dCnF1ubDHxrxbuwp6F4WcJu/view
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The violence practiced by the various perpetrator parties in Syria, especially the Syrian regime, and the 
deterioration of living conditions over the years of the conflict have caused waves of displacement and 
the migration of millions of Syrians to safer areas; in the latest United Nations census (on March 15, 
2021), the number of Syrian refugees worldwide reached 6.6 million, with neighboring countries hosting 
the largest number of these.

The Syrian regime, under the orders of its Russian ally, continued to promote the ‘safe’ return of refu-
gees, holding several meetings in 2021. Officials of both regimes issued dozens of statements about the 
numbers of refugees who they claimed had returned to Syria. On July 26, 2021, the Chief of the Russian 
National Center for State Defense Control Colonel and Head of the Joint Coordination Center for Refugees 
Returning to Syria, General Mikhail Mizintsev, said, according to the Russian TASS news agency, that more 
than two million Syrian citizens have already returned to their homes, claiming that almost one million 
of this number were refugees who came from abroad, while the rest were internally displaced persons.

Exposing the unreliability of the numbers announced by these officials, however, United Nations statistics 
proved the inaccuracy of their claims; according to the latest statistics gathered by the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees in March 2021, the number of refugees has actually reached the highest 
level since the beginning of the Syrian crisis. On April 8, 2021, the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees issued a statement saying, “UNHCR does not consider the recent improvements in security 
in parts of Syria to be sufficiently fundamental, stable or durable to justify ending international pro-
tection for any group of refugees.”

Human Rights Watch and Amnesty International have issued reports proving the falsity of the claims 
made in statements by the Syrian regime and its Russian ally that Syria has become safe, with the data 
gathered by both organizations highlighting the continuation of violations committed by the two re-
gimes and the severe risks facing returning refugees, including harassment, arrest and death due to 
torture.
In conjunction with the calls made by the Syrian regime and its Russian ally, and despite the harassment 
experienced by refugees in the countries of asylum, the Syrian Network for Human Rights monitored an 
escalation in migration waves from Syria as a result of the deterioration of the economic situation in 
Syria and the escalation of military operations by the Syrian-Russian alliance forces in the northwest and 

Asylum waves continue as violations continue 
and have never stopped: “Syria is an unsafe 
for the return of refugees”:

https://www.unhcr.org/syria-emergency.html
https://arabic.sputniknews.com/arab_world/202101281047940333-%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A-%D9%85%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%AD%D9%88-%D8%A5%D8%AF%D9%84%D8%A8-%D9%8A%D9%85%D9%86%D8%B9%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%B7%D9%86%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AE%D9%8A%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%85%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%88%D8%B5%D9%88%D9%84-%D8%A5%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B7%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AD%D8%B1%D8%B1%D8%A9
https://tass.com/defense/1317847
https://www.unhcr.org/ar/58fc758e10.html
https://arabic.euronews.com/2021/04/09/un-criticizes-the-policy-of-deporting-syrian-refugees-from-denmark
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southern regions of the country, in addition to the deteriorating conditions of refugees in neighboring 
countries, especially Lebanon, with refugees continuing to make illegal journeys in a desperate effort 
to cross the Mediterranean to reach European Union countries, with these voyages being fraught with 
danger, whether the refugees set off from Turkey, Lebanon or the Arab Maghreb countries. The United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees estimates that “More than 2,500 people died or disappeared 
at sea while trying to reach Europe” between January and November 2021. On December 22, 2021, Reu-
ters quoted a report from the Greek Coast Guard which stated that three asylum-seekers had drowned 
off the Greek island of Folegandros, after a boat believed to be carrying up to 50 people sank. The agency 
added that the search crews were able to rescue 12 people, most of them from Iraq and Syria, who were 
transferred to a nearby Greek island, while it is feared that dozens more are missing. In the same week, 
on December 25, Agence France-Presse quoted the Greek Coast Guard stating that “16 people died in 
the sinking of a boat of migrants in the Aegean Sea” the previous day, December 24; the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees said of the incident that it was the worst drowning incident in the Ae-
gean Sea this year.

The situation of Syrian refugees worsened in 2021 compared to previous years, with the relative decline 
of hostilities after the signing of the ceasefire agreement on March 5, 2020, and the campaigns launched 
by the Syrian regime and its Russian ally for the return of refugees, some European countries hosting ref-
ugees began to re-examine some files of asylum applications submitted by Syrians from some areas that 
were wrongly classified as safe after the cessation of military operations and the Syrian regime forces’ 
control over them. These decisions were condemned by many human rights organizations and bodies, 
and several reports were issued related to the situation in Syria, all of which confirmed that Syria is still 
unsafe for the return of refugees, and that any forcible return would endanger the lives of returnees, 
while some of these reports documented violations against refugees who returned from Lebanon to 
Syria at the hands of Syrian regime forces.

The European Parliament adopted a resolution by a majority of votes on March 11, 2021, in which it noted 
the gravity and the magnitude of human rights violations in Syria perpetrated by all parties to the con-
flict, describing the situation in Syria as a “disastrous humanitarian crisis.” On September 6, Amnesty In-
ternational issued a report entitled “You’re going to your death”, which talked about numerous violations 
against refugees returning to areas under the control of the Syrian regime, noting that they were sub-
jected to arbitrary arrest, torture, enforced disappearance, extortion, and even cases of child rape. On 
November 30, the European Asylum Support Office (EASO) released its report on Common Analysis and 
Guidance Notes in Syria, in which it emphasizes that the parties to the conflict and the controlling forces 
do not provide protection to civilians, and stresses that Syria is still not safe for the return of refugees.

https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/greek-coast-guard-rescues-migrants-off-folegandros-island-many-missing-2021-12-22/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/greek-coast-guard-rescues-migrants-off-folegandros-island-many-missing-2021-12-22/
https://www.france24.com/ar/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%AE%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A9/20211225-%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1%D8%B9-27-%D9%85%D9%87%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%B1%D8%A7-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%82%D9%84-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%BA%D8%B1%D9%82-%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D9%86-%D9%82%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A9-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%AD%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%88%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde24/4583/2021/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde24/4583/2021/en/
https://www.hrw.org/report/2021/10/20/our-lives-are-death/syrian-refugee-returns-lebanon-and-jordan
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/RC-9-2021-0177_EN.html
https://www.amnesty.org/ar/documents/mde24/4583/2021/ar/
https://easo.europa.eu/country-guidance-syria-2021
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The Belarusian-Polish border witnessed the worst crisis for asylum seekers this year, as thousands of asy-
lum seekers, most of whom came from Syria and Iraq, arrived at the border from mid-2021 onwards, in 
an attempt to cross to the European Union countries via that border. The humanitarian crisis for these 
refugees worsened at the beginning of September and reached its climax in mid-November, coinciding 
with the drop in temperatures and snowfall in that area. Human rights organizations have recorded the 
deaths of a number of asylum seekers in the area due to temperatures dropping to freezing levels. Those 
stranded on the Belarusian-Polish border also suffered from human rights violations, including inhu-
mane treatment on both sides of the border, and were deprived of any humanitarian aid after the Polish 
authorities declared the area along the border to be a no-go area for anyone except for residents and 
people living, working or studying in the area, with this policy also preventing the entry of any relief or 
humanitarian organizations there.

On January 1, 2022, the International Organization for Migration (IOM) issued its eleventh report in a se-
ries of global migration reports issued every two years, in which it stated that Syria’s border with Turkey 
is the second largest refugee gateway in the world after the US-Mexico border, and revealed that Syria 
ranks as the fifth country worldwide in terms of the numbers of asylum seekers from the nation, being 
preceded only by China, Russia, Mexico, and India, all which are countries with huge populations com-
pared to Syria. The report estimated the number of Syrian refugees around the world at 6.7 million up to 
the end of 2020, with an increase of 100,000 refugees from 2019; on the Global Peace Index mentioned 
by the report, Syria came at the bottom of the list at 161 out of 163 countries on the list.

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/oct/31/poland-belarus-border-migrants-deaths
https://www.hrw.org/report/2021/11/24/die-here-or-go-poland/belarus-and-polands-shared-responsibility-border-abuses
https://apnews.com/article/europe-middle-east-poland-migration-belarus-5728cdb9d84f25667003f1b089acbb25
https://apnews.com/article/europe-middle-east-poland-migration-belarus-5728cdb9d84f25667003f1b089acbb25
https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2022
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29  Diab: Study of plans for the second and third phases will be completed before the end of this year ... 740 objections to the al Qaboun industrial plan at the regional 
committee table in Damascus – Al Watan newspaper (alwatan.sy)

30  The regime issues a decree creating an organized area around the northern entrance of Damascus | Zaman al Wasl (zamanalwsl.net)

The Syrian regime legalizes property theft and seizes the properties of the 
forcibly displaced through public auctions:

The Syrian regime and its Iranian ally have taken advantage of the conditions of the armed conflict and 
the displacement of millions of Syrians to loot as much of their property and lands as possible, especially 
in the areas of Western and Eastern Ghoutas and the eastern neighborhoods of Damascus.

In 2021, Darayya city witnessed a significant increase in the sale of homes to Iranian figures, especially 
in the city center, which constitutes an important religious location for Shiite militias, who claim that it 
houses a shrine to Ms. Sakina Bint Ali. The sale of homes in the area was the logical conclusion to a series 
of violations that practically undermined residents’ ability to return to or live in their villages and towns, 
with the local authorities refraining from repairing roads and neighborhoods or sewage networks and 
electricity installations, in addition to resorting to provocative practices against residents wishing to re-
turn, such as military checkpoints manned by personnel demanding exorbitant bribes to allow residents 
to enter; we have also documented the arrests of some residents who wish to return. In light of these 
obstacles, residents are forced to sell their properties and homes, especially in light of the large sums of 
money being offered for them.

On January 16, 2021, the Damascus Governorate issued a circular ordering the owners of nearly 750 indus-
trial establishments in the al Qaboun neighborhood to move their facilities outside the capital, Damascus, 
shortly before launching demolition operations to demolish the industrial area in the neighborhood, with 
the aim of establishing a commercial and residential center, ignoring the objections of more than 740 
residents of al Qaboun to the governorate’s plans29 . On September 14, 202130 , the head of the Syrian 
regime issued Decree No. 237 ordering the creation of an organized area located around the northern 
entrance to Damascus incorporating two real estate areas (al Qaboun - Harasta) in Damascus governo-
rate based on a detailed organizational plan, No. 104, which includes the industrial zone in al Qaboun and 
parts of the lands belonging to Harasta, with the plan originally announced in July 2019.
In September, the Syrian regime’s security committees in the areas of Idlib suburbs (Saraqeb and Abu al 
Dohour districts) and Qal’at al Madiq area in the northern suburbs of Hama announced public auctions 
for investment in agricultural lands planted with pistachios and olives, and unplanted lands suitable for 
growing grains. The majority of the lands offered at auction are owned by displaced people now living in 
northern Syria in areas outside the control of the Syrian regime, with some of the other owners of these 
lands being refugees in neighboring countries. In the second half of September, photos of tables con-

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-hQ5D35Atp4bGzhaQF-rU5xh1L172HMH/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ip3jUo5M0QwF5iYFWH6b0JlFBqwdnlJN/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qllAoY-LttPrwpNL4ereyEMTjn9J8UEt/view
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1jam-lVo3-AL3PsVYVHuJyCJ2qcZYGFMz
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taining information on these auctions spread on social media, with this information including the names 
of farmers whose agricultural lands were offered for public auction; we contacted a number of farmers 
and landowners whose names were mentioned who confirmed to us that their lands had indeed been 
confiscated and that while this confiscation does not include the transfer of land ownership through offi-
cial documents, these auctions deprived them of benefiting from their agricultural crops and revenues.

In the eastern region, specifically in Deir Ez-Zour governorate, the Governorate Directorate in Deir Ez-
Zour affiliated with Syrian regime forces issued in September, over several days, lists of agricultural lands, 
most of which are in the cities and towns of Mouhasan, al Qouriya, al Mayadeen, al Ashara, Swaidan Sham-
iya and Sbaikhan, the area of which is estimated at more than 7,000 hectares and is owned by citizens 
displaced from their villages and towns west of the Euphrates River in Deir Ez-Zour, who are wanted by 
the Syrian regime; these lands will be confiscated by the Farmers Union in the governorate, which will su-
pervise them in order to invest and rent them to other farmers in the area. It should be noted that, during 
the past two years, the Syrian regime has formed several local committees that coordinate between it 
and the Farmers Union to carry out studies and conduct censuses of the population and of agricultural 
lands in villages and towns west of the Euphrates River; we will issue a detailed report on these auctions 
at a later date. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/17CBE_5GEhhIxDJIKO21YoL_AygFLUstY/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12ywvgrhnwTjFuYVWcRi_uDq4e7Hm0fAa/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Gyv0gGpY3lXnB1i2r7OfbK52lozEI77k/view


92 Eleventh Annual Report: The Most Notable Human Rights 

Violations in Syria in 2021

The State’s Collapse and Society’s Fragmentation

The Iranian military, economic and religious expansion in various areas un-
der the control of the Syrian regime:

On the military level: We monitored the deployment of more Iranian militias (Zainabiyoun - Fatemi-
youn – Iraqi Harakat al Nujaba - Syrian Hezbollah - Lebanese Hezbollah) in the Idlib area at Saraqeb, Sheikh 
Mansour, Ma’aret al Numan, Hass, Kafranbel and Hazarin in the southern suburbs of Idlib, in the form of 
groups that receive their instructions from command headquarters and operations rooms in the suburbs 
of Hama and Aleppo, which are run by officers of the Iranian regime’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps 
(IRGC), most notably the Artillery School, al Nayrab Airbase, Kwairis Airbase in Aleppo, Hama Military Air-
base, Jourien Military Camp, and the Deer Protectorate in Hama governorate. The pro-Iranian forces are 
also present in several areas in Homs governorate, including the T4 and al Dabaa Airbase, and the areas 
of al Qaryatein, Tadmur, al Sekhna and al Qsair.

In eastern Syria, we monitored tens of Iraqi, Iranian and Lebanese sectarian militias (the IRGC- namely 
the Popular Mobilization Forces - the Quds Force - the Fatemiyoun Brigade - the Zainabiyoun Brigade - the 
Nujaba Movement - the Imam Ali Battalions - the Lebanese Hezbollah - the Iraqi Hezbollah - the Sayyid 
al Shuhada Battalions) concentrated in villages and the towns west of the Euphrates, especially the al 
Boukamal area near the Syrian-Iraqi border, which is the military base for the gathering of these militias 
in the area within the headquarters, the majority of which belong to civilians displaced outside the areas 
controlled by the Syrian regime, especially in the cities of al Boukamal and al Mayadeen in the eastern 
suburbs of Deir Ez-Zour, where the members of these militias and their families are headquartered in 
homes seized from civilians.

Not only did Iran bring in mercenaries on a sectarian background from Iran, Iraq and Lebanon, but it 
also intensified its recruitment of Syrian youth, cynically exploiting the widespread unemployment and 
extreme poverty.

On the economic level: Iran continued to support the Syrian regime with various resources, mainly oil, 
in violation of US and European sanctions, and despite the fluctuation in issuance rates from one month 
to another, the statistics issued by the United Against Nuclear Iran “UANI”31  show that Iran continued to 
export oil throughout 202132 in varying proportions, the highest was in July and September 2021 , while 
the export earnings of Iran’s oil exports to the Syrian regime in 2021 exceed those of 2020.

31  United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”) is a nonprofit and non-partisan policy organization formed to combat the threats posed by the Islamic Republic of Iran. UANI 
educates the public, policymakers, and businesses about the danger posed by the Iranian regime. It uses Automatic Identification System (AIS), satellite imagery, 
vessel comparison, tanker classification and shipping data sets to detect all transport and export of Iranian oil and gas condensate
32  United Against Nuclear Iran “UANI:, https://www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/tanker-tracker

https://www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/tanker-tracker
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The 2021 statistics:

On May 24, the pro-Syrian regime al Iqtisadi website announced that the regime’s Ministry of Economy 
and Foreign Trade had granted a registration certificate to a new Iranian company in Aleppo, operating 
under the name “Badeedeh Tejarat and Fanawry Company” (Phenomenon of Business and Technology), 
whose proclaimed objectives are: “Establishing, launching and monitoring medical, commercial, educa-
tional, productive, service, scientific, technical and creative centers, and exporting and importing tech-
nologies, products and services, according to the laws and regulations in force in Syria.”

In November, the Exhibition City in Damascus hosted a “Made in Iran” exhibition, with the participation 
of a large number of Iranian companies, presenting Iranian products which the exhibitors claimed would 
meet the needs of the Syrian local market for goods, materials, equipment and technologies, especially 
those that serve the reconstruction process.

In the context of empowering Iranian businessmen and investors and consolidating their presence in 
Syria, the “Damascus and its Countryside Chamber of Industry” on November 17 asked industrialists who 
wish to resume operations at their partially or completely damaged facilities, to communicate with it, in 
turn, to present the facility to Iranian investors, in a Syrian-Iranian investment forum on the sidelines of 
the “Made in Iran” exhibition.

The Iranian commercial center was inaugurated in the free zone in Damascus city, on November 30, 
two years after its announcement, which Kiwan Kashifi, head of the Iranian-Syrian Joint Chamber, de-
scribed as “The first Iranian commercial center in Syria that will be the basis of Iranian trade in it. It 
includes commercial offices that enable Iranian companies from the private sector to carry out trade 
exchanges between the two countries, noting that the center is important in terms of further con-
solidating relations and will be a mediator between the Syrian and Iranian chambers of commerce, 
industry and agriculture,” according to the Syrian News Agency (SANA).

On December 3, the Fars news agency quoted Ali Reza Peymanpak as saying that four agreements were 
signed between Iran and Syria during the visit of the Iranian Minister of Industry, Mines and Trade to Da-
mascus. He said that this visit and meetings with senior Syrian officials had achieved many achievements 
and gains that would pave the way for the development of trade between the two countries.

https://manhom.com/2026128-%D8%AA%D8%B3%D8%AC%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%B4%D8%B1%D9%83%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9/
https://sensyria.com/%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%aa%d8%a8%d8%a7%d8%af%d9%84-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%aa%d8%ac%d8%a7%d8%b1%d9%8a-%d9%88%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%a7%d8%b3%d8%aa%d8%ab%d9%85%d8%a7%d8%b1%d9%8a-%d8%a5%d9%8a%d8%b1%d8%a7%d9%86/
https://www.dci-syria.org/ar/page/%D9%85%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%BA%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%A9-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%86%D8%B4%D8%A2%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AA%D8%B6%D8%B1%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%AC%D8%B2%D8%A6%D9%8A%D8%A7%D9%8B-%D8%A3%D9%88-%D9%83%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D9%8B-%D8%A3%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%AB%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%8A-%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%BA%D8%A8-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B9%D9%8A%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%A8%D8%A5%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D8%B4%D8%BA%D9%8A%D9%84%D9%87%D8%A7-%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%AB%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%87%D8%A7-%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%AA%D9%85-%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%B6%D9%87%D8%A7-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%AB%D9%85%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%B6%D9%85%D9%86-%D9%81%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%82%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%AB%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A-%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A?fbclid=IwAR2-_8Dx8XFP9iEZRKh8HzFMvnpKIbxiJzaIHJ2tgvQk1UuV3dotryhWfGM
https://www.dci-syria.org/ar/page/%D9%85%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%BA%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%A9-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%86%D8%B4%D8%A2%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AA%D8%B6%D8%B1%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%AC%D8%B2%D8%A6%D9%8A%D8%A7%D9%8B-%D8%A3%D9%88-%D9%83%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D9%8B-%D8%A3%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%AB%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%8A-%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%BA%D8%A8-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B9%D9%8A%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%A8%D8%A5%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D8%B4%D8%BA%D9%8A%D9%84%D9%87%D8%A7-%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%AB%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%87%D8%A7-%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%AA%D9%85-%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%B6%D9%87%D8%A7-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%AB%D9%85%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%B6%D9%85%D9%86-%D9%81%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%82%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%AB%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A-%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A?fbclid=IwAR2-_8Dx8XFP9iEZRKh8HzFMvnpKIbxiJzaIHJ2tgvQk1UuV3dotryhWfGM
https://www.sana.sy/?p=1530169
https://ar.farsnews.ir/iran/news/14000912000027
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Maritime transportation obstacles are considered one of the most important challenges facing Iran’s 
efforts to revitalize its trade with the Syrian regime and increase its share of the Syrian economy. There-
fore, on December 29, 2021, the Iranian regime announced an agreement to inaugurate a railway linking 
Iran with Syria via Iraq. The Iranian Student News Agency considered the agreement a major and strate-
gic victory for Iran politically, economically and militarily. This is because it will facilitate the transporta-
tion of goods and passengers from Iran to Syria easily and safely.

On the social level: We monitored the continuation of religious pilgrimages from Tehran to the capital, 
Damascus, at low costs, to “visit the [supposed] Shiite shrines.” The head of the Iranian Hajj and Pil-
grimage Organization, Ali Reza Rashidian, visited Damascus on November 7 to discuss the resumption of 
religious and tourist trips between the two countries.

Through these visits, Iran is trying to woo the residents of the areas surrounding the supposed Shiite 
shrines, by distributing financial and food aid through associations it has established for this purpose, 
the most prominent of which are the Thaqalayn Association Center, Jihad al Bina, the Social Charitable 
Committee, al Zahra Charity, al Amin Foundation, al Sirat Cultural Complex, the Imam al Sajid Foundation, 
and the Martyrs Foundation. These “charities” aim to spread Iranian Shiite ideology. We have noticed 
a clear increase in manifestations of the ruling Iranian regime’s fundamentalist version of Shiism, with 
dozens of “latmiyat” being established in public places, most of them in various areas of Damascus city, 
in addition to the Ein Ali shrine in the Badiya of al Qouriya city, east of Deir Ez-Zour and al Nuqta Mosque 
in Aleppo city.

Buying massive quantities of property and land: Iran has taken advantage of the displacement and 
forced displacement that Syria has witnessed over the past 11 years; we have noticed a process of track-
ing the displaced population with the aim of buying their real estate and lands, specifically targeting the 
Basateen al Mazza project behind the Iranian embassy and large numbers of other properties in Darayya 
city, which witnessed a clear escalation in the sale of real estate to Iranian figures last year. Many of the 
people we contacted told us that the sales that take place in the city do not take place directly between 
real estate owners and individuals or elements of the Iranian militias, but through mediation and figures 
affiliated with the regime, in an effort to ensure that it seems the buyer is a Syrian person, not Iranian; the 
sales focused on the area around the supposed Shiite religious shrine of Ms. Sakina Bint Ali, as well as on 
the area near the Daraa highway, which witnessed large-scale selling.

On the cultural level: Iran continued to penetrate Syrian educational institutions to impose the Persian 
language and culture. The past years have witnessed the signing of several agreements between Iranian 
and Syrian universities; on August 12, 2021, a meeting took place between the President of Hama Univer-
sity, Muhammad Ziyad Sultan, and the Iranian Cultural Advisor to increase cooperation between the two 
parties.

https://snn.ir/fa/news/986531/%D9%82%D8%B7%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%85%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%85%D8%AA-%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%B7%D8%B1%DB%8C%D9%82-%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%82-%D9%88-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C%D9%87-%D8%A8%D9%87-%D9%85%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%AA%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%87-%D9%88%D8%B5%D9%84-%D9%85%DB%8C%E2%80%8C%D8%B4%D9%88%D8%AF
https://arabic.rt.com/middle_east/1291649-%D9%88%D9%81%D8%AF-%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A-%D9%8A%D8%B2%D9%88%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D9%85%D8%B4%D9%82-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%A8%D8%AD%D8%AB-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A6%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%81-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D8%AD%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A8%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%86/
https://iranalyoum.com/?p=61016
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VI. Most Prominent Political, Military and Human Rights Events 
and Investigations Related to Syria in 2021:

We try to explain the correlation between political events, military matters and rapidly changing facts on 
the ground in order to understand the picture more clearly, while emphasizing that this explanation is in 
no way a justification for any form of human rights violations by any party.

A. Most prominent political events:
On January 18, 2021, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov held an online press conference during 
which he outlined Russia’s diplomatic achievements in 2020, and discussed the prospects for Moscow’s 
international relations, including with the new US administration, and affirmed that Russia does not in-
tend to expel US forces from Syria or to enter in armed clashes with them, but strongly calls on them not 
to use force against Syrian regime sites.

On January 21, 2021, a delegation from the Cairo and Moscow platforms33  held a meeting in Moscow 
with Sergey Lavrov, the Russian Foreign Minister, with the participants discussing the current status of 
the political process in Syria and the need to push for the full implementation of Security Council Reso-
lution 2254.

Between January 25 and 29, 2021, the work of the fifth round of the Syrian Constitutional Committee34  
meetings began at the United Nations office in Geneva. The UN Special Envoy for Syria, Geir Pedersen, 
stated during a press conference held at the end of this round that the participants could not continue 
the meetings of the Constitutional Committee on Syria without changing the method of work, and that 
the latest round had been disappointing, without specifying which party was responsible for stalling the 
negotiations. Pedersen expressed his willingness to travel to Syria in order to discuss how to implement 
all the broader aspects of Security Council resolution 2254, although he did not specify a new date for 
the resumption of negotiations.

On February 16 and 17, 2021, the Astana 15 meetings were held in the Russian city of Sochi, in the presence 
of Geir O. Pedersen, the UN Special Envoy for Syria, after a break of nearly a year. The statement of the 
15th Astana Round emphasized the necessity to maintain calm on the ground by fully implementing all 
agreements on Idlib, and the importance of the Constitutional Committee’s role in preparing and drafting 
a constitutional reform document, the need to increase humanitarian assistance in Syria, and the need to 
facilitate safe and voluntary return of refugees and internally displaced persons in Syria.

33  Two Syrian groupings, which were announced in Egypt and Russia in 2014, representing a spectrum of the Syrian opposition

34  The Constitutional Committee was set up by the United Nations in order to draft a new constitution for Syria as part of the political process in accordance with 
UN Resolution 2254, and it is divided in parallel between the regime, the opposition and representatives of civil society organizations.

https://arabic.rt.com/world/1193437-%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AC%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%BA%D9%8A-%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%81-%D9%8A%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D8%A8%D9%84%D9%88%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%8A-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%85-2020/
https://archive.mid.ru/foreign_policy/news/-/asset_publisher/cKNonkJE02Bw/content/id/4532008
https://news.un.org/ar/story/2021/01/1069612
https://news.un.org/ar/story/2021/01/1069972
https://news.un.org/ar/story/2021/01/1069972
https://archive.mid.ru/en/web/guest/foreign_policy/international_safety/conflicts/-/asset_publisher/xIEMTQ3OvzcA/content/id/4576121
https://archive.mid.ru/en/web/guest/foreign_policy/international_safety/conflicts/-/asset_publisher/xIEMTQ3OvzcA/content/id/4576121
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On February 18, 2021, a prisoner exchange took place between the Syrian regime and Israel under Rus-
sian auspices (two Syrian captives in exchange for an Israeli captive). We at the SNHR believe that this ex-
change is ‘formal’ for purposes that have not been disclosed. While an Israeli captive is usually exchanged 
for a number of captives, the number this time was limited to two Syrian captives, and it became clear 
that the first (Nihal al Maqt) was subject to house arrest, while the second (Ziab Qahmouz) refused to be 
handed over to the Syrian authorities, so the exchange took place with two other captives (Muhammad 
Hussein and Tariq al Obeidan), both of whom work as shepherds.

On March 11, 2021, the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, Michelle Bachelet, said on 
the tenth anniversary of the start of the popular uprising towards democracy in Syria, that “Enforced 
disappearance is a continuous crime that has an appalling impact on the individual whose fate is un-
known and on their family, causing continuing trauma for them and severely curtailing the enjoyment 
of their human rights.”

On March 12, 2021, the Russian Foreign Ministry issued a statement marking the tenth anniversary of 
the start of the popular uprising in Syria, in which it said that due to outside interference, the domestic 
political process rapidly turned into an armed conflict; Moscow affirmed its support for a political set-
tlement, asserting that there cannot be a military solution to the Syrian conflict; the statement stressed 
that the provision of assistance for the voluntary and safe return home of Syrian refugees and internally 
displaced persons would be a major step towards restoring “national unity” in Syria.

On March 12, 2021, the President of the Syrian regime, Bashar al Assad, issued a legislative decree (No. 1 
of 2021), providing for a general amnesty for the full penalty for the crimes committed by those mandat-
ed for the military service before the date of March 12, 2021, with the intention of evading conscription 
temporarily or permanently. We at the Syrian Network for Human Rights believe that this step was taken 
solely to polish the image of the ruling regime before the presidential elections.

On March 18, 2021, the Syrian regime’s People’s Assembly approved a Law on Non-Smuggling of Persons 
and the Protection of Migrants, which consists of 22 articles. The new law penalizes those who carry out 
operations to smuggle people out of Syria by land or sea.

On March 24, 2021, the US Department of State called on the Syrian regime to release the detainees 
in its prisons, obtain information about the whereabouts of the missing, and hold the Syrian regime ac-
countable for its systematic violations of human rights.

https://www.sana.sy/?p=1319519
https://www.skynewsarabia.com/middle-east/1416081-%D8%B5%D9%81%D9%82%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%94%D8%B3%D8%B1%D9%89-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%95%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%8A%D9%94%D9%8A%D9%84-%D9%81%D8%B4%D9%84%D8%AA-%D8%B4%D8%B1%D8%B7-%D9%82%D9%87%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B2
https://www.skynewsarabia.com/middle-east/1416081-%D8%B5%D9%81%D9%82%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%94%D8%B3%D8%B1%D9%89-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%95%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%8A%D9%94%D9%8A%D9%84-%D9%81%D8%B4%D9%84%D8%AA-%D8%B4%D8%B1%D8%B7-%D9%82%D9%87%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B2
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26867&LangID=E
https://archive.mid.ru/en/foreign_policy/news/-/asset_publisher/cKNonkJE02Bw/content/id/4623242#5
https://archive.mid.ru/en/foreign_policy/news/-/asset_publisher/cKNonkJE02Bw/content/id/4623242#5
https://www.sana.sy/?p=1335405
https://www.sana.sy/?p=1335405
http://newspaper.albaathmedia.sy/2021/03/18/%D9%85%D8%AC%D9%84%D8%B3-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D8%B9%D8%A8-%D9%8A%D9%82%D8%B1-%D9%85%D8%B4%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AA%D8%B6%D9%85%D9%86-%D9%85/
https://twitter.com/USEmbassySyria/status/1374661654038917121
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On the 29th and 30th of March, 2021, the Brussels V Conference on “Supporting the Future of Syria 
and the Region”, chaired by the European Union and the United Nations, was held in the presence of 
more than 80 states and international organizations. At its conclusion, the assembled states pledged 
to provide 3.6 billion euros in 2021, a decrease on the 4.9 billion euros raised in 2020 at the Brussels IV 
Conference, for Syria and for the neighboring countries that host the largest number of Syrian refugees.

On March 31, 2021, the foreign ministers of 18 European states issued a joint op-ed calling on everyone 
to take responsibility for fighting impunity and to demand accountability for crimes committed in Syria, 
regardless of the perpetrator.

On April 7, 2021, Amnesty International said in its 2020/2021 annual report on the state of the world’s 
human rights, “Parties to the conflict in Syria continued to commit with impunity serious violations of 
international humanitarian law, including war crimes and crimes against humanity, and gross human 
rights abuses. Syrian and Russian government forces carried out direct attacks on civilians and civil-
ian objects, including hospitals and schools, through aerial bombing of cities in the governorates of 
Idlib, Hama and Aleppo, displacing close to 1 million people. Government forces continued to impede 
access to humanitarian aid to civilians.”

On May 2, 2021, the Syrian regime’s president, Bashar al Assad, issued legislative decree No. 13, which 
included a general amnesty for perpetrators of offenses, misdemeanors and felonies prior to the date 
of its issuance. Like previous decrees, this one applied only to a specific group that has no connection 
with the popular uprising. Under this decree, we documented the release of at least 106 detainees held 
by the Syrian regime, including civilians, government employees, media workers, university students and 
politicians, who had criticized corruption and the poor living conditions in areas controlled by the Syr-
ian regime, with the period of detention for most ranging between two and six months; most of those 
released are known for their support of the Syrian regime, especially the media workers among them.

On May 5, 2021, the Foreign and Development Ministers of the Group of Seven (G7), namely Canada, 
France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom, and the United States of America, at the conclusion 
of their meeting in the UK capital, London, issued a statement condemning “the Assad regime and its 
backers’ ongoing atrocities against the Syrian people and attempts to disrupt regular and sustained 
humanitarian access into and within Syria, and the politicisation of aid access and delivery.” The state-
ment also called for the full, unhindered humanitarian access into Syria.

On May 26, 2021, in his briefing to the Security Council, Geir O. Pedersen, the UN Special Envoy for Syria, 
stressed the importance of implementing Security Council resolution 2254, which provides for a political 
process including elections under a new constitution.

https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/93313/node/93313_en
https://eeas.europa.eu/sites/default/files/pledging_statement_financial_annex_b5c__0.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1Fkm-sS-MilBHi_nfYYnJ5dNQLDJt_aMXHRwUso88qs-w8YY5zHYlYtpA
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Supporting%20the%20future%20of%20Syria%20and%20the%20region%20-%20Brussels%20IV%20Conference%20June%202020%20-%20Co-chairs%E2%80%99%20Statement%20Annex.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1qBmIkT1apTviJRodIjq_bAVN4D1u0N7ZfClCBJHNq28zCf2g0TJYlkt0
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Supporting%20the%20future%20of%20Syria%20and%20the%20region%20-%20Brussels%20IV%20Conference%20June%202020%20-%20Co-chairs%E2%80%99%20Statement%20Annex.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1qBmIkT1apTviJRodIjq_bAVN4D1u0N7ZfClCBJHNq28zCf2g0TJYlkt0
https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/en/country-files/syria/news/article/syria-joint-op-ed-by-jean-yves-le-drian-and-17-of-his-european-counterparts-on?fbclid=IwAR0fHN_hBKTwVYCw_oVH02yrMm6x3ZSOlgGBNtULRCzuisy97NC3Fclqm_Q
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol10/3202/2021/en/
https://www.sana.sy/?p=1373048
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/g7-foreign-and-development-ministers-meeting-may-2021-communique/g7-foreign-and-development-ministers-meeting-communique-london-5-may-2021
https://twitter.com/UNDPPA/status/1397600414904770560?s=09
https://specialenvoysyria.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/2021-05-26_secco_un_special_envoy_for_syria_mr._geir_o._pedersen_briefing_as_delivered_.pdf
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On May 28, 2021, the World Health Organization (WHO), at its seventy-fourth session, elected Syria to 
the membership of the WHO’s Executive Board35 , representing the Eastern Mediterranean Region, for a 
three-year term. We at the Syrian Network for Human Rights condemn the Syrian regime’s election for 
membership in this board, which is intended to monitor the implementation of the policies of the World 
Health Organization, despite the regime’s lack of commitment to these policies, and despite what the 
organization itself has acknowledged in several statements, namely that the Syrian regime is accused 
by UN committees and independent human rights organizations of destroying medical facilities and kill-
ing medical personnel, some of them under torture, and demand the regime’s immediate expulsion; the 
countries that did not object to the regime’s candidacy bear direct responsibility for this shameful ap-
pointment.

On June 5, 2021, the Dutch media agency NPA published a video that included a statement by Jan Sullins, 
head of the Dutch intelligence service, in which he spoke about investigations conducted by his team 
indicating that it is very likely that sarin was used in attacks in Syria, adding that they had determined 
the responsibility of five of senior Syrian regime officers working in the chemical weapons program for al 
Latamena attacks in the suburbs of Hama (2016) and Khan Sheikhoun in Idlib (2017).

On June 6, 2021, the Syrian regime government’s Ministry of Justice issued Circular No. 20, which requires 
judicial departments to complete all personal data, especially on the number of detainees held nation-
wide, to remove the similarity of names and to put a final end to the case of names’ dissimilarity. We at 
the SNHR note that this ridiculous procedure comes after the Syrian regime, over the course of decades, 
arrested hundreds of people on the pretext of having similar names to wanted individuals, some of whom 
died due to torture inside its detention centers.

On June 11, 2021, Vladimir Putin, the President of Russia, stressed during an interview with NBC that he did 
not accept the departure of Assad or his commitment to a political solution due to what Putin claimed is 
the lack of an alternative to his rule. The Russian president called on the Europeans to sit down for talks 
with him, and seek compromise solutions that are acceptable for all parties, asserting that this is how 
stability will be achieved, since, he said, it cannot be achieved by imposing one particular point of view. 
He reaffirmed his position on the necessity of bringing humanitarian assistance into Syria exclusively 
through the government of the Syrian regime.

On June 17, 2021, SANA news agency reported that Hasan Khaddour, the permanent representative of the 
Syrian Arab Republic to the United Nations office and other international organizations in Vienna, had 
submitted his credentials to Ghada Waly, Executive Director of the United Nations Office on Drugs and 
Crime (UNODC) and Director-General of the United Nations Office in Vienna. This action comes after the 
spread of dozens of news articles and reports in recent months about the Syrian regime’s drug traffick-
ing, which has been taking place with an unprecedented intensity.

35  This is the executive body whose competencies include ensuring the implementation of the decisions and policies of the World Health Assembly, providing advice 
and recommending draft resolutions to the Assembly for approval, in addition to providing the organization’s secretariat with instructions and directions

https://twitter.com/WHOSyria/status/1398257144420524033
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KEfoues8PfQ
https://alwatan.sy/archives/261234
https://www.facebook.com/1116195928453737/posts/5678167018923249/
http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/65861
http://www.sana.sy/?p=1412421
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On June 23, 2021, UN Secretary-General António Guterres said at the Security Council session on the 
humanitarian situation in Syria that “The situation today is worse than at any time since the conflict 
began; 13.4 million people need humanitarian assistance; 12.4 million people are food-insecure,” he 
added, “A failure to extend the Council’s authorization would have devastating consequences.”

On July 7, 2021, the 16th round of Astana talks on Syria began in the Kazakh capital of Nur Sultan, with 
the talks lasting two days, in the presence of the delegations of the Syrian regime and the opposition, 
in addition to the three guarantor states, namely Russia, Turkey and Iran. The final statement stressed 
the need to push the political process in Syria forward and called on the United Nations to extend the 
humanitarian aid delivery mechanism.

On July 23, 2021, the Russian Ministry of Defense announced in a statement that it would sign 10 agree-
ments with the Syrian regime on the sidelines of the conference on ‘the return of Syrian refugees’, and 
would supply the regime with more than 160 tons of humanitarian aid. Signing these agreements is a 
violation of US sanctions imposed on Syria.

On July 26, 2021, the work of the Syrian-Russian joint meeting to follow up on the work of the international 
conference on ‘the return of Syrian refugees and IDPs’ began at the Conferences Palace in Damascus, 
with the event lasting for three days in the presence of a large Russian delegation. The final statement of 
the meeting stipulated several points, including an assertion by the Syrian and Russian sides that: “the 
return of the displaced Syrians is a national priority for the Syrian state” and that “the necessity of 
reconstruction and liquidation of terrorist hotbeds and remnants in parallel with the efforts made by 
the Syrian state to secure what is needed for the returning Syrian displaced.”

On August 15, 2021, the Syrian regime’s president, Bashar al Assad, issued the Child Rights Law; we at 
SNHR confirm that the Syrian regime is responsible for killing at least 22,930 children, including 174 due 
to torture inside its detention centers (between March 2011 and November 2021), while 3,621 children are 
still detained or forcibly disappeared in the Syrian regime detention centers.

On September 15, 2021, Martin Griffiths, the UN Emergency Relief Coordinator, said in a briefing to the 
Security Council that, “An estimated 13.4 million people across Syria require humanitarian assistance; 
a 21 per cent increase compared to the year before and the highest since 2017”; he commented, “The 
lived reality is even more dire than figures can describe.”

On October 15, 2021, the Interpol website published a statement in which it announced that in October it 
had lifted corrective measures from the National Central Bureau (NCB) in Damascus regarding the Syrian 
regime’s use of the INTERPOL Information System in implementation of the decision taken by the Execu-
tive Committee in June 2021, after additional training for the NCB Damascus staff.

https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sgsm20793.doc.htm
https://arabic.sputniknews.com/Astana-talks/
https://eng.mil.ru/en/news_page/country/more.htm?id=12373632@egNews
http://pministry.gov.sy/contents/20532/%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A-%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%8A-%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%B9%D8%A9-%D8%A3%D8%B9%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%A4%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D9%8A-%D8%AD%D9%88%D9%84-%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%A6%D9%8A%D9%86-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%87%D8%AC%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%8A%D9%86%E2%80%A6-%D9%85%D8%AE%D9%84%D9%88%D9%81-%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D8%AE%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%A9-%D9%85%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%8A%D9%8A%D9%86-%D9%85%D9%87%D8%AC%D8%B1
https://arabic.rt.com/middle_east/1256527-%D8%AE%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%85-%D9%85%D8%A4%D8%AA%D9%85-%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%A6%D9%8A%D9%86-15-%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%A7-%D9%88%D9%85%D8%B0%D9%83%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%87%D9%8A%D9%85-%D9%8810-%D9%82%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D8%A8%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A7/
http://www.sana.sy/?p=1453862
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/09/1100042
https://www.interpol.int/en/News-and-Events/News/2021/INTERPOL-statement-on-lifting-corrective-measures-applied-to-Syria
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Between October 18 and 22, 2021, the sixth round of the meetings of the Syrian Constitutional Committee 
was held in Geneva, within the framework of finding a political solution to the situation in Syria in accord-
ance with UN Resolution 2254, under the supervision of the UN Special Envoy for Syria, Mr. Geir Pedersen. 
The round did not make any progress and the two parties did not agree on a date for the next round. “A 
consensus on how to move forward was not achieved,” Mr. Pedersen said during a press conference at 
the end of the sixth round, during which the Syrian regime committed the Ariha massacre, which was not 
condemned by the delegations participating in the round or by the UN envoy, or even referred to during 
his briefing at the Security Council.

On October 25, the official website of the Syrian regime’s Presidency of the Council of Ministers an-
nounced the launch of a project to strengthen the capacity of local communities in Eastern Ghouta to 
confront climate changes and water shortages through integrated management of natural resources 
and immediate adaptation interventions in cooperation with the United Nations Human Settlements 
Programme and the Food and Agriculture Organization. We note that this was not the first time that 
the Syrian regime has received support from United Nations bodies, which enables it to obtain material 
support despite the economic sanctions imposed on it. The Syrian Network for Human Rights condemns 
this cooperation with a regime involved in committing atrocious violations of human rights, which is 
considered participation, support and encouragement for continuing them.

On December 9, 2021, the Organization of Arab Petroleum Exporting Countries (OAPEC) announced in 
a statement that the organization, with the approval of all its members, had chosen Syria to head the 
organization’s Council of Ministers next year. The statement added that the Arab Energy Conference in 
2024 will be held in Damascus.

On December 21 and 22, 2021, the 17th round of the Astana talks was held in the Kazakh capital, Nur-Sul-
tan, with the participation of representatives of the guarantor countries (Turkey, Russia, and Iran), Geir 
O. Pedersen, the UN Special Envoy for Syria, a delegation from the Syrian regime and a delegation from 
the Syrian opposition, in addition to delegations from Lebanon, Iraq and Jordan, and representatives of 
international organizations. At the end of this round, no new decisions were made.

On December 22, 2021, Alexander Lavrentiev, the Russian special envoy to Syria, said in an interview with 
Syria TV during the 17th round of the Astana talks conference, “The number of detainees in Syria, which 
is 980,000, cannot be reasonable given the number of prisons in Syria.” We at the Syrian Network for 
Human Rights believe that this statement aims to undermine the credibility of reporting on the issue of 
detainees and persons forcibly disappeared by the Syrian regime, and we issued a report that outlined 
the record of the documented enforced disappearance cases by SNHR and confirmed that these repre-
sent only the bare minimum number of arbitrary arrests and enforced disappearances that we were able 
to document according to the exacting, officially approved standards.

https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/2254(2015)
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/10/1103822
http://www.pministry.gov.sy/contents/21311/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%BA%D9%88%D8%B7%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D8%B1%D9%82%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%85%D8%B4%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B9-%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%B2%D9%8A%D8%B2-%D9%82%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AC%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%84%D9%85%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%AC%D9%87%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D8%BA%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%AE-%D9%88%D9%86%D9%82%D8%B5-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%A7%D9%87
https://oapecorg.org/ar/Home/Media/Latest-News/News-Detail?id=003bc0de-45ee-4b78-9bf6-eda7e5434316
https://www.aa.com.tr/ar/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%B1/%D8%A3%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%B2-%D9%85%D9%84%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A3%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%A9-17-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%AF%D8%A6%D8%A9-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%81%D8%B5%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%88%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%86%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%B1-%D8%A5%D8%B7%D8%A7%D8%B1/2453204
https://astanatimes.com/2021/12/seventeenth-round-of-talks-on-syria-in-nur-sultan-emphasizes-need-for-continued-fight-against-terrorism-on-syrian-territory/
https://www.syria.tv/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%A8%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AB-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%8A-%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%A7-%D9%8A%D8%B4%D9%83%D9%83-%D8%A8%D8%A3%D8%B9%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%AA%D9%82%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%86-%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D8%B8%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A
https://sn4hr.org/?p=57194
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B. The military developments:
The pace of military operations decreased in 2021 compared to previous years, with these operations 
being severely impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic as well as the ceasefire agreement in the Idlib region 
that came into effect on March 6, 2020, with attacks being mainly limited to ground attacks, without 
making any significant advance on the ground. We note that no change in areas of control occurred in 
2021. The map below, prepared by SNHR’s Design Team based on the livemap website, shows the change 
in the reality of control of the parties to the conflict and the controlling forces in 2021:

On January 8, 2021, Syrian Democratic Forces imposed a siege on the security zone in al Qameshli city, 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kUmbe57Y1sP3-FnJ02yCbikdHRTX0LIW/view
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which is under the control of Syrian regime forces, with the SDF’s checkpoints completely surrounding 
the security zone, cutting off passage to and from the security square for Syrian regime forces personnel. 
The SDF siege, which lasted until February 2, 2021, was accompanied by intermittent clashes with light 
and heavy weapons between both parties.

On March 21, 2021, the Russian-Syrian alliance forces escalated their operations in northwestern Syr-
ia, the most prominent of which was artillery shelling carried out by artillery forces stationed at a site 
controlled by the Lebanese Hezbollah militias with Krasnopol shells targeting al Atareb Hospital in the 
suburbs of Aleppo governorate. The Russian warplanes also launched airstrikes on vital facilities on the 
Sarmada-Bab al Hawa Road in the northern Idlib governorate, which resulted in casualties and caused 
material damage. We issued a special report on these attacks.

On April 20, 2021, clashes using light and medium weapons broke out between Syrian Democratic Forces 
and Syrian regime forces, in al Wehda Street in al Qameshli city, which extended to the Tai neighborhood, 
which is under the control of Syrian regime forces. On April 25, the clashes ceased as a result of Russian 
mediation, with Syrian Democratic Forces imposing their control over the entire Tai neighborhood. These 
clashes resulted in the deaths of three civilians, including a child, and the injury of more than 20 other 
civilians who sustained moderate wounds, in addition to causing the displacement of dozens of families.

On April 30, 2021, an armed group whose affiliation 
we have so far been unable to identify, attacked a 
Syrian regime military checkpoint, namely al Omari 
Checkpoint, located at the entrance to Tal Kroum 
military hill, north of Um Batna village in the suburbs 
of Quneitra, and killed the personnel present there; 
regime forces responded by shelling Um Batna vil-
lage with several mortar shells fired by the artillery 
brigade stationed in Tal al Sha’ar on the suburbs of 
Quneitra. This shelling continued for several hours, 
as a result of which the village witnessed the dis-
placement of hundreds of civilians who fled to the 
nearby villages of al Khaldiya, Mamtana Nabea al 
Sakhr, for fear of Syrian regime forces storming the 
town.

On June 5, 2021, the Jabal al Zaweya area, south of 
Idlib city, witnessed the beginning of a military es-
calation campaign by the Syrian-Russian alliance 
forces that continued until the end of August, in 
which the Russian forces extensively used the Rus-
sian-made Krasnopol laser circuit-guide munitions, 
which are characterized by their precise strikes.

https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/03/29/56066/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FNj-X_v7Q82yfWWmfkFeWHLX7cpTnqwc/view?fbclid=IwAR0NswL0L-nlex0UGe_xHr8JhzOrndSsBDmMBSsQgtyRPYH5f4eUk3kVpns
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On July 27, 2021, the Syrian regime army’s Fourth and Ninth divisions stormed al Shayyah area in the 
southern plains of the Daraa al Balad area in Daraa city and the Gharz area in the eastern part of the city, 
while regime forces brought reinforcements provided with armored vehicles to the outskirts of Tareeq al 
Sadd neighborhood and the camps in the city of Daraa. Syrian regime forces escalated their operations 
after meeting with resistance from fighters in the area, and bombarded several areas in the governorate, 
resulting in casualties and material damage. The Syrian regime forces also continued their military cam-
paign against the Daraa al Balad area, and the Tareeq al Sadd and Camps neighborhoods in Daraa city, in 
addition to bombarding cities and towns in the western suburbs of Daraa, including Tafas city, the towns 
of al Yadouda, al Mzayreeb, and al Ajami village. The neighborhoods of Daraa city saw several attempted 
advances by Syrian regime forces, which were challenged by the local fighters.

On August 23, the Syrian regime escalated the pace of its attacks, and we documented its use of home-
made ‘Elephant’ and Golan-type missiles, which are modified missiles using a large warhead, known for 
their great destructive capacity and lack of accuracy in hitting the target.

On August 31, 2021, the Russian warplanes launched raids on the military headquarters of the Sham 
Legion faction (Failaq al Sham) affiliated with the National Liberation Front in al Iskan area, west of al 
Ghazawiya area in Afrin suburbs, the northwestern suburbs of Aleppo, within the areas under the control 
of Syrian National Army; this was the first time that the Russian air force launched an attack on that area 
since Russia’s military intervention in September 2015.

On October 11, 2021, the Russian Air Force also carried out an airstrike on the outskirts of Marea city in 
the eastern suburbs of Aleppo, which is under the control of Syrian National Army forces, the first such 
attack on the area in years, causing material damage.

On November 22, 2021, Russian warplanes fired missiles at Talita village in the predominantly Kurdish 
Jabal al Summaq area in the western suburbs of Idlib, for the first time since September 2019, resulting 
in civilian casualties.
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C. On the human rights issue:
On January 21, 2021, UN Secretary-General António Guterres announced in a statement the establish-
ment of a Senior Advisory Panel to strengthen the mechanism by which humanitarian workers and sites 
are better protected from attacks in Syria.

On February 18, 2021, the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic 
issued its thirty third report on the occasion of the tenth anniversary of the popular uprising for democ-
racy in Syria, which emphasized the displacement of more than half of Syria’s population internally or 
externally during these years and the reduction of dozens of cities to rubble by relentless bombardment.

On February 19, 2021, UN Watch36  said that the United Nations would appoint Bassam al Sabbagh, the 
Syrian regime’s new envoy to the United Nations, to a high position in the “Committee on Decolonization”, 
which is in charge of upholding fundamental human rights in opposing the “subjugation, domination and 
exploitation” of peoples. The Syrian Network for Human Rights expresses its condemnation of giving the 
Syrian regime this position despite its involvement in crimes against humanity against the Syrian people.

On March 1, 2021, the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic (COI) 
released a report entitled “Disappearance and detention to suppress dissent a hallmark of a decade of 
conflict in Syria” based on over 2,500 interviews conducted over 10 years and investigations into more 
than 100 specific detention facilities. Commissioner Karen Koning AbuZayd explained, “The wealth of evi-
dence collected over a decade is staggering, yet the parties to the conflict, with very few exceptions, 
have failed to investigate their own forces,” adding, “The focus appears to be on concealing, rather 
than investigating crimes committed in the detention facilities.”

On March 24, 2021, at its 46th session, the Human Rights Council announced the extension of the man-
date of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry in the Syrian Arab Republic for a year.

On April 2, 2021, Russian human rights organizations, including the Memorial Human Rights Center (HRC) 
and the Civic Assistance Committee, a lawyer of Soldiers’ Mothers of St. Petersburg the human rights 
group; and Youth Human Rights Movement (YHRM), during a press conference on the Zoom platform, 
launched a report, the first of its kind in Russia, entitled “A Devastating Decade.” The report, which came 
in nearly 200 pages, referred to violations of human rights and humanitarian law by all parties to the 
conflict, mainly violations by the Syrian regime and the broad Russian regime’s support for it.

On April 4, 2021, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) said in a statement issued on the 
International Day for Mine Awareness that the Syrian conflict has left an estimated 11.5 million people 
living with the risk of landmines and explosive remnants of war (ERW), and that children make up over 
25% of these victims.

 36UN Watch is an independent non-governmental human rights organization based in Geneva.

https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/01/1082682
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/IICISyria/Pages/ReportoftheCommissionofInquirySyria.aspx
https://unwatch.org/u-n-to-elect-syria-to-top-post-fighting-subjugation-of-peoples/?fbclid=IwAR2nVAIHbQ8uJ6gzQT-Wj2qP4DH0S6CdkFoc6MjapfPg3gFziKfU_6_hnVc
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=26811&LangID=E
https://undocs.org/A/HRC/RES/46/22
https://memohrc.org/en/news_old/devastating-decade-landmark-report-russian-human-rights-defenders-documents-violations?fbclid=IwAR0BkB9bXoz-m-dNMwH1wA7UV9xL5SeLWVjE3ijIGm2I_mlR5-MzoPn8D1Y
https://www.civicsolidarity.org/sites/default/files/10-years-report-en.pdf
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/icrc-calls-durable-solution-weapons-contamination-syria
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On April 8, 2021, Human Rights Watch stated that the Syrian regime authorities are unlawfully confiscat-
ing the homes and lands of Syrians who fled Syrian-Russian military attacks in Idlib and Hama governo-
rates.

On April 12, 2021, the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) Investigation 
and Identification Team (IIT) issued its second report which confirmed the responsibility of the Syrian 
regime for the Saraqeb attack, on February 4, 2018; the most prominent feature of this latter report was 
the identification of the Syrian regime’s ‘Tiger Forces’ as bearing responsibility for leading the chemical 
attack. The report concluded that there are reasonable grounds to believe that at approximately 21:22 on 
February 4, 2018, a military helicopter from the Syrian regime’s Air Force, under the control of the ‘Tiger 
Forces’, dropped at least one cylinder on eastern Saraqeb city in Idlib suburbs. This cylinder ruptured and 
released a toxic gas, chlorine, which dispersed over a large area affecting 12 named individuals. We issued 
a statement on this report.

On April 21, 2021, the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons adopted Decision C-25/
DEC.9, under which it suspended some of the rights and privileges of Syria as a member state of the 
OPCW. This came as part of the Twenty-Fifth Session of the Conference of States Parties to the Chemical 
Weapons Convention (CWC). France37  submitted the draft decision on behalf of the 46 member states 
of the CWC. The decision obtained a majority of two-thirds of the votes of the present and voting states, 
with 87 states voting in favor of the decision, while 15 voted against it 38 . We at the SNHR issued a report 
on April 29 that addressed the two decisions of the OPCW issued on Syria.

On July 13, 2021, the Human Rights Council, during its Forty-Seventh session, adopted a resolution on the 
human rights situation in Syria, in which it condemned the continued practice of enforced disappear-
ance, and strongly condemned all human rights violations and abuses committed during detention, as 
well as expressed concern about the fate of thousands of forcibly disappeared, and stressed on the need 
to make progress in the political process in accordance with Security Council resolution 2254 (2015).

On July 29, 2021, the Secretary-General of the United Nations, António Guterres, said in a letter addressed 
to the President of the Security Council attached to the report of the Organization for the Prohibition of 
Chemical Weapons on the ‘Progress in the Elimination of the Syrian Chemical Weapons Program’ cover-
ing the period from June 24 to July 23, 2021: “It is imperative to identify and hold accountable all those 
who have used chemical weapons. Unity in the Security Council is essential to achieving this urgent 
obligation.”

37 OPCW, the Twenty-Fifth Session of the Conference of States Parties, paragraph 9 (17), 
https://www.opcw.org/sites/default/files/documents/2021/04/c2505%28e%29.pdf

38 OPCW, the Twenty-Fifth Session of the Conference of States Parties, paragraph 9 (24), 
https://www.opcw.org/sites/default/files/documents/2021/04/c2505%28e%29.pdf

https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/04/08/syria-government-stealing-opponents-land
https://www.opcw.org/sites/default/files/documents/2021/04/s-1943-2021%28e%29.pdf
https://www.opcw.org/sites/default/files/documents/2021/04/c25dec09%28e%29.pdf
https://www.opcw.org/sites/default/files/documents/2021/04/c25dec09%28e%29.pdf
https://sn4hr.org/?p=56163
https://undocs.org/A/HRC/RES/47/18
https://www.undocs.org/en/S/2021/692
https://www.opcw.org/sites/default/files/documents/2021/04/c2505%28e%29.pdf
https://www.opcw.org/sites/default/files/documents/2021/04/c2505%28e%29.pdf
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On September 14, 2021, the report issued by the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on 
Syria (COI) warned of the continuation of violations in Syria, and accused Syrian regime forces of launch-
ing attacks on northwest Syria, referring specifically to the bombing of the al Atareb Hospital, the bomb-
ing of the Jabal al Zaweya area and the displacement of thousands of its people. The report also stressed 
the continuation of arbitrary arrests, and cited cases of killing under torture and enforced disappearance 
by the Syrian regime, in addition to speaking about the Syrian regime’s looting of housing and property, 
and mentioning the looting of lands through public auctions, as well as the regime forces’ continuing 
looting of property under the pretext of supposedly fighting terrorism. The report also referred to the 
Syrian regime’s obstruction of humanitarian aid delivery, and other egregious violations, as well as talking 
about the violations practiced by Hay’at Tahrir al Sham, the Syrian National Army and Syrian Democratic 
Forces, and stressed that Syria is not safe for the return of refugees, and it is not safe for IDPs.

On September 15, 2021, the International Campaign to Ban Landmines – Cluster Munition Coalition (IC-
BL-CMC) released its twelfth annual report on monitoring the use of cluster weapons worldwide, which 
concluded that Syria is the only country in the world to have experienced continued use of these weap-
ons since 2012, revealing that the highest number of casualties documented to date in Syria was seen 
in 2020; the report confirmed that Syria is an unsafe country for its residents, and a fortiori is not a safe 
place for the return of refugees or IDPs. The report explains that the Syrian regime is by far the main 
party responsible for using cluster munitions.

On September 24, 2021, the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, Ms. Michelle Bache-
let, announced that 350,209 people have been identified killed in the conflict in Syria between March 2011 
to March 2021, including 26,727 women and 27,126 children, noting that the largest number of killings was 
recorded in Aleppo governorate, followed by Damascus Suburbs, Homs, Idlib, then Hama. This was in an 
oral update delivered to the Human Rights Council during the meetings of the forty-eighth session of the 
Council in Geneva.

On October 8, 2021, the United Nations Human Rights Council, during its Forty-Eighth regular session, 
issued a resolution on the situation of human rights in Syria, in which it welcomed the efforts made by 
states to investigate what is happening in the Syrian Arab Republic and to prosecute those responsible 
for the crimes committed there. It also confirmed that Syria is still not safe for the return of refugees and 
internally displaced persons, and condemned the continued military operations of Syrian regime forces 
in Daraa and Idlib.

On October 20, 2021, Human Rights Watch issued a report entitled “Our Lives Are Like Death”, which 
included testimonies from refugees who had returned to Syria from Jordan and Lebanon, and were sub-
jected to grave violations, including killing, enforced disappearance, torture, and sexual violence.

https://undocs.org/en/A/HRC/48/70
http://www.the-monitor.org/media/3299952/Cluster-Munition-Monitor-2021_web_Sept2021.pdf
http://www.the-monitor.org/media/3299952/Cluster-Munition-Monitor-2021_web_Sept2021.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=27531&LangID=e
https://undocs.org/A/HRC/RES/48/15
https://www.hrw.org/report/2021/10/20/our-lives-are-death/syrian-refugee-returns-lebanon-and-jordan
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On November 10, 2021, the Landmine and Cluster Munition Monitor published its annual report, which 
showed a 20 percent increase in the number of victims killed globally by these weapons over the total 
number of victims recorded in 2019 for the past year. Syria accounted for the largest number of victims 
documented in the report, all of whom died due to the remnants of these weapons.

On November 10, 2021, the United Nations General Assembly issued a resolution in which it referred to 
the recommendation to the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on Syria to establish an 
independent mechanism with an international mandate to coordinate and consolidate claims regarding 
missing persons, including persons subjected to enforced disappearance, and requested that the UN 
Secretary-General conduct a study on how to bolster efforts, including those made through existing 
measures and mechanisms, to clarify the fate and whereabouts of missing people in the Syrian Arab 
Republic, identify human remains and provide support to their families, in consultation with the Office 
of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and based on the recommendations of the 
Commission of Inquiry. The Syrian Network for Human Rights supports the demands of the Office of the 
High Commissioner for Human Rights and victims of enforced disappearance, that there be a mechanism 
whose mission is exclusively concerned with the forcibly disappeared in Syria.

On November 10, 2021, Physicians for Human Rights issued a report documenting the violations of the 
Syrian regime against medical personnel in 2011 and 2012. The report noted that the Syrian regime tar-
geted medical personnel who helped the demonstrators more than it targeted medical personnel on a 
political basis, with the report recording 1,644 arbitrary detentions of this nature.

On November 12, 2021, the United Nations’ World Food Program warned that levels of food insecurity in 
Syria are currently at their worst level, stating, “12.4 million people are now food insecure and do not 
know where their next meal will come from. This is a 57 percent increase since 2019 and the highest 
number ever recorded in the history of Syria.”

On November 29, 2021, Fernando Arias, Director-General of the Organization for the Prohibition of 
Chemical Weapons (OPCW), said in his opening statement to the twenty-sixth session of the Conference 
of the Organization’s Member States in Geneva, that the Syrian regime is still not in compliance with the 
Convention on the Disarmament of Chemical Weapons. He added that Damascus has not yet completed 
any of the relevant procedures, further noting that the Syrian regime continued to refuse to grant entry 
visas to an OPCW’s arms inspector, hindering the work of the organization and its ongoing investigations.

On November 30, 2021, Amnesty International issued a report in which it said that at least 27,000 children 
are being held in dire conditions in al Hawl Camp, where they are arbitrarily deprived of their liberty. The 
organization called on the Self-Management forces that control the camp to establish a clear mechanism 
to return Syrian children, their mothers and their caregivers to their home areas.

http://www.the-monitor.org/en-gb/reports/2021/landmine-monitor-2021.aspx
https://undocs.org/en/A/C.3/76/L.31/REV.1
https://phr.org/our-work/resources/the-survivors-the-dead-and-the-disappeared/
https://www.wfp.org/news/wfp-chief-meets-families-syria-struggling-survive-deepening-hunger-crises
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GJhI4ww97FA&t=915s&ab_channel=OPCW
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GJhI4ww97FA&t=915s&ab_channel=OPCW
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/11/syria-repatriate-at-least-27000-children-held-in-dire-conditions-in-north-east-syria/
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On November 30, 2021, the European Asylum Support Office (EASO) released its report on “Common 
Analysis and Guidance Notes in Syria.” The report is intended as a tool for policymakers and deci-
sion-makers in the context of the Common European Asylum System (CEAS). It aims to assist in the 
examination of applications for international protection by applicants from Syria, and to foster conver-
gence in decision practices across EU Member States. It mainly covers the period between January 1, 
2020, and March 31, 2021.

D. The most prominent investigative reporting into the reality of violations in Syria:

On September 19, 2021, the Washington Post reported that more than 70 people have been killed by ISIS 
militants in al Hawl Camp, adding that despite the security operations launched by Syrian Democratic 
Forces in al Hawl Camp in search of ISIS cells, this did not make a difference on the ground, with ISIS con-
tinuing to carry out killings against anyone who opposes its ideas.

In early January 2021, the US Carter Center for Research published a report entitled “A Path to Conflict 
Transformation in Syria - A Framework for a Phased Approach,” in which it talked about seven urgent 
negotiating paths to get out of the current situation in Syria. The first is political reform according to 
Security Council Resolution 2254, which calls for a political process in Syria, the drafting of a new consti-
tution, and the organization of free and fair elections supervised by the United Nations.

On February 10, 2021, the Washington Institute for Near East Policy published a study that stated that 
the Syrian regime currently controls about 15% of the land borders with neighboring countries, while 
Hezbollah and Shiite militias control 20% of the borders.

On February 23, 2021, the New York Times published an article about the meeting between the Syrian 
regime’s president and some pro-Syrian regime journalists in January 2021, without it being announced 
in advance. The newspaper reported that when the Syrian regime’s president was asked about the eco-
nomic collapse in Syria, he replied, “I know”, but he offered no concrete steps to stem the crisis beyond 
suggesting that TV cookery shows be cancelled, saying: “Television channels should cancel cooking 
shows so as not to taunt Syrians with images of unattainable food.” We note that this wasn’t the first 
time that the Syrian regime has dealt with critical issues in such a callous, indifferent and irresponsible 
manner.

On March 4, 2021, democracy watchdog organization Freedom House released its annual ranking of the 
world’s most free and most oppressed nations in 2020; and according to this classification, Syria was 
among the worst oppressed nations for their peoples.

On March 4, 2021, a joint report by the World Vision and Frontier Economics to develop economic find-
ings, estimated the economic cost of the conflict in Syria, after 10 years, to stand at about $ 1.2 trillion. 
The report showed that 4.8 million Syrian children were born during the past ten years, who have only 
ever known war.

https://easo.europa.eu/country-guidance-syria-2021
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/pages/glossary/common-european-asylum-system-ceas_en
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2021/09/19/syria-isis-al-hol-camp/
https://www.cartercenter.org/news/publications/peace/conflict_reports.html
https://www.cartercenter.org/resources/pdfs/peace/conflict_resolution/syria-conflict/path-to-conflict-transformation-in-syria-jan-2021.pdf
https://www.cartercenter.org/resources/pdfs/peace/conflict_resolution/syria-conflict/path-to-conflict-transformation-in-syria-jan-2021.pdf
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/ar/policy-analysis/fshl-nzam-alasd-fy-astadt-alsyadt-alkamlt-ly-alarady-alswryt
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/23/world/middleeast/syria-assad-economy-food.html?fbclid=IwAR1_Iu0d-afTBDJbhTlFAvYixx3kzIB_tKEZREyIoVUXKz6tT2GU9CaTolU
https://www.statista.com/chart/24339/top-and-bottom-scoring-countries-for-freedom/?fbclid=IwAR3LDdj2Bp2dRGvEUM5NclucYuiaxPL9IGQIFY6ERM-QrSZ5DzjcveKU6MQ
https://www.wvi.org/emergencies/syria-crisis-response/syria10/cost-conflict-syrias-children
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On April 7, 2021, the Arab Reform Initiative issued a survey on the environmental impacts of Syria’s con-
flict, in which it stated, “A decade of war has left a significant environmental impact as a result of the 
high usage of explosive weapons, the damage done to oil refineries (with soil contamination, pollu-
tion, and the subsequent reliance on highly polluting makeshift oil refineries), and the mismanage-
ment of waste and water, especially in densely populated areas.”

On May 24, 2021, the Organized Crime and Corruption Reporting Project (OCCRP) published a report 
in which it said that in 2012 the Syrian regime imposed a tax to finance ‘reconstruction’ on citizens and 
formed a committee to contribute to the reconstruction. The committee has raised an estimated 386 
billion Syrian pounds, according to an analysis by the OCCRP and other partners, which was not spent 
on helping civilians, and there is evidence that most of these funds were allocated to ministries and gov-
ernment institutions, where they went towards paying for military facilities and housing for individuals 
in Syrian regime forces.

On June 8, 2021, the Economist newspaper published the Global Liveability Index 2021, in which Damas-
cus was ranked as the least liveable city in the world, ranking 140th.

On July 4, 2021, the Swiss newspaper SonntagsZeitung revealed that Germany had exported chemicals 
to Syria in 2014, that may have been used in the production of chemical weapons. The newspaper point-
ed out that the German group Brenntag supplied a shipment of isopropanol and Diethylamine to the 
Mediterranean Pharmaceutical Industries company in Syria, with these being essential ingredients in the 
production of the sarin chemical warfare agent. It was noted that the pharmaceutical company received 
20% of the sent shipment, which means that it is likely that the rest of the shipment was used by the Syr-
ian regime in the production of chemical weapons.

On October 20, 2021, an investigation conducted by the Center for Strategic and International Studies 
(CSIS), the Operations and Policy Center, and the Center for Operational Analysis and Research confirmed 
that the Central Bank of Syria, which is subject to sanctions by the United Kingdom, the United States of 
America and the European Union, had obtained $60 million in 2020 by manipulating the Syrian currency, 
with the central bank forcing UN agencies to use a lower exchange rate, making UN contracts one of the 
main ways for the Syrian regime to make money.

On November 13, 2021, an investigation by the New York Times, revealed that the warplanes of the US-
led coalition against ISIS targeted a gathering of civilians in al Baghouz town on March 18, 2019, killing 
70 people, according to the initial assessment of the damages of the attack. Following this investigation, 
the US Department of Defense announced on its official website on November 29 that the commander 
of the US Army Command had been assigned to conduct a review of the investigation within a period of 
90 days.

https://www.arab-reform.net/ar/publication/%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%a2%d8%ab%d8%a7%d8%b1-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%a8%d9%8a%d8%a6%d9%8a%d8%a9-%d9%84%d9%84%d8%b5%d8%b1%d8%a7%d8%b9-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b3%d9%88%d8%b1%d9%8a-%d8%af%d8%b1%d8%a7%d8%b3%d8%a9-%d8%a7%d8%b3/
https://www.occrp.org/en/37-ccblog/ccblog/14459-syria-s-reconstruction-tax-props-up-the-assad-regime
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jY3gYFgx3vE&ab_channel=EconomistIntelligence%3AEIU
https://www.eiu.com/n/campaigns/global-liveability-index-2021/
https://www.swissinfo.ch/ara/%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D8%A5%D8%B9%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%8A-%D9%8A%D8%B2%D8%B9%D9%85-%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%B7-%D8%B4%D8%B1%D9%83%D8%A9-%D8%B3%D9%88%D9%8A%D8%B3%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%AA%D8%BA%D8%B0%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%83%D9%8A%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7/46762746
https://www.csis.org/analysis/how-assad-regime-systematically-diverts-tens-millions-aid
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/11/13/us/us-airstrikes-civilian-deaths.html?searchResultPosition=1&fbclid=IwAR0Sk6kdMsn5Lj_YrlHdxznLDg0-BQPwgqG0wHtUg6HyxZZaX7o8B4NaFW8
https://www.defense.gov/News/News-Stories/Article/Article/2855172/austin-orders-review-of-2019-baghuz-airstrikes-which-killed-syrian-civilians/fbclid/IwAR2f3liI730lHaRIqVwWX_MzXFw7WSnxDgvTbzO19IY_UorLScv3sJXIXRc/1/
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On November 22, 2021, the Guardian published a press investigation about the Syrian Democratic Forc-
es’ release of imprisoned ISIS fighters in exchange for money under a “reconciliation” scheme which stip-
ulates that they will not join any terrorist organizations and not return to the northeastern region of Syr-
ia, according to official documents and interviews conducted by the newspaper with prisoners released 
from detention centers belonging to the Syrian Democratic Forces. The Syrian Democratic Forces’ media 
office issued two statements on November 22 and 24 denying what was stated in the investigation.

On November 29, the Newlines Institute for Strategy and Policy published an investigation proving the 
involvement of the SOS Chrétiens d’Orient (SOSCO, or SOS), an official partner of the French Defense 
Ministry, in providing material support to pro-Assad militias accused of committing war crimes, violating 
French laws and regulations regarding anti-terrorism, anti-corruption, and complicity in war crimes.

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/nov/22/former-is-fighters-say-they-paid-way-out-of-kurdish-jail-in-reconciliation-scheme
https://sdf-press.com/?p=35167
https://sdf-press.com/?p=35171
https://t.co/JfmO9WDm8O?amp=1
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VII. Slow Progress in the Accountability Process:

Nearly eleven years have passed since the outbreak of the popular uprising for democracy in Syria, with 
the entire period blighted by the perpetration of grave human rights violations amounting to war crimes. 
Meanwhile, the steps taken in the accountability process remain far less than the desired limits and are 
incapable of deterring the perpetrators of these violations from committing further crimes or holding 
them accountable; universal jurisdiction is the only option left in the framework of criminal accountabili-
ty after the failure to refer the Syrian file to the International Criminal Court as a result of the Russian-Chi-
nese support for the Syrian regime, and the UN Security Council’s failure to establish a criminal court for 
Syria. The year 2021 witnessed many steps in the field of complaints and cases filed against the perpe-
trators of violations in Syria, which do not live up to the hopes of the Syrian people. We hope that 2022 
will be better than the previous year in this regard. We stress our full support for the path of universal 
jurisdiction since 2013, in keeping with our motto, “No Justice without Accountability.”

The most prominent events that we monitored in the course of accountability in the past year:
On January 1, 2021, following its exit from the European Union, the United Kingdom announced its com-
mitment to holding accountable those responsible for crimes in Syria and transferring the European 
Union sanctions applied against the Syrian regime and its partners to the special UK sanctions regime.

On January 15, 2021, the European Union added Faisal al Miqdad, the Syrian Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
to the list of people subject to the European Union’s restrictive measures on Syria, bringing the number 
of people targeted by the travel ban and asset freeze to 289, in addition to 70 entities subject to an asset 
freeze.

On January 18, 2021, the Federal Prosecutor’s Office in Karlsruhe, Germany, announced that it had filed 
a lawsuit against two men before the High Regional Court in Düsseldorf in mid-December 2020, suspect-
ed of participating in an execution by Syrian regime forces in 2012.

On January 28, 2021, the Federal Supreme Court in Germany issued an important decision at the level 
of universal jurisdiction to prosecute criminals against humanity and war criminals, to remove the immu-
nity of any officer or official who enjoys immunity in his country and who has committed war crimes or 
crimes against humanity.

On February 5, 2021, Stef Blok, the Netherlands’ Minister for Foreign Affairs, announced that the coun-
try’s Cabinet had approved an investigation into the Dutch government’s provision of material aid to 22 
armed groups in Syria between 2015 and 2018.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/financial-sanctions-syria
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2021/01/15/syrian-foreign-affairs-minister-added-to-eu-sanctions-list/
https://www.dw.com/ar/%D8%AF%D8%B9%D9%88%D9%89-%D9%82%D8%B6%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A3%D9%84%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D8%B6%D8%AF-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A8%D8%AA%D9%87%D9%85%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA%D9%83%D8%A7%D8%A8-%D8%AC%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%85-%D8%AD%D8%B1%D8%A8/a-56267170
https://www.t-online.de/nachrichten/deutschland/id_89364726/bundesgerichthof-klaert-geniessen-syrische-folterer-immunitaet-.html
https://www.nu.nl/politiek/6114666/kabinet-akkoord-met-onderzoek-naar-nederlandse-hulp-aan-syrische-rebellen.html
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On February 22, 2021, the Supreme Court in Düsseldorf, Germany, announced that the Public Prosecu-
tor had filed a lawsuit against two Syrian men on suspicion of their participation in the execution of an 
officer in the Syrian opposition factions in 2012, and that their trial will begin on March 4, with the two 
men being arrested in July 2020.

On March 4, 2021, Marc Garneau, Canada’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, announced that his country had 
requested formal negotiations, under the United Nations Convention against Torture, to hold the Syrian 
regime accountable for the countless human rights violations it has inflicted on the Syrian people since 
2011. On March 12, a joint statement was issued by the Canadian and Dutch governments, in which they 
announced the cooperation of the two countries in holding the Syrian regime accountable for grave 
violations of international law, including torture under the Convention against Torture. The Netherlands 
had taken similar steps in September of the previous year, 2020. We at the Syrian Network for Human 
Rights support this step and welcome further similar steps by other countries in regard to agreements 
that the Syrian regime has ratified and subsequently violated in a heinous manner, for which it must be 
held accountable.

Meanwhile, on March 12, the Dutch government announced, through its Minister of Foreign Affairs, Stef 
Blok, that the Syrian regime is willing to engage in dialogue with the Netherlands about the latter’s deci-
sion to hold Syria to account for gross human rights violations he committed in Syria. The government 
expressed its desire for Canada to hold talks with Syria. The statement of the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
affirmed that if the talks fail to lead to justice for the victims, the Netherlands and Canada will not hesi-
tate to take the matter to an international court.

On March 13, 2021, the Guernica 37 International Justice Chambers in the UK announced in a press release 
that it had submitted two confidential filing with the War Crimes Unit of the UK Metropolitan Police Ser-
vice Counter-Terrorism Command (SO15) to open an investigation into Asma al Assad, a dual British-Syr-
ian national, looking into allegations of incitement and encouragement to commit acts of terrorism in 
the Syrian Arab Republic. The statement called for prosecuting her rather than merely stripping her of 
her citizenship.

On March 15, 2021, the United Kingdom announced a new round of sanctions against the Syrian regime, 
including travel bans and asset freezes for six senior figures of the Syrian regime, namely Faisal al Miqdad, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs; Luna al Shibl, advisor to the president of the Syrian regime; Yasser Ibrahim, 
a prominent businessman who finances the Syrian regime; Muhammad Baraa al Qatirji, a prominent 
businessman operating across multiple sectors of Syria’s economy, most notably the trade in petroleum 
products; Major General Malik Alia, Commander of the Republican Guard, and Major General Zaid Salah, 
Commander of the Syrian Army’s Fifth Corps.

On March 15, 2021, the family of a man who was tortured and beheaded by members of the Russian 
Wagner Group’s forces in Syria, with the support of three human rights organizations (the Syrian Center 
for Media and Freedom of Expression, the International Federation for Human Rights, and the Russian 

https://www.dw.com/ar/%D8%A3%D9%84%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%A7%D9%83%D9%85-%D8%B1%D8%AC%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%8A%D9%86-%D9%85%D8%AA%D9%87%D9%85%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%83%D8%A9-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%B4%D9%86%D9%82-%D8%B6%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%B7-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%B6%D8%A9/a-56654994?fbclid=IwAR27yh39UCeWlIEJYhNckvq1f6fsCbpwz6r0riF-lRkMQplnC3NeMI_AAwE
https://www.canada.ca/en/global-affairs/news/2021/03/minister-of-foreign-affairs-takes-action-on-syrias-human-rights-violations.html
https://www.government.nl/latest/news/2021/03/12/justice-in-syria?utm_source=twitter_m&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=democ%20ratie_mensenrechten_buitenland&utm_content=tekst
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/asma-al-assad-syrias-first-lady-faces-war-crimes-prosecution-in-uk-z8r262tk2
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-uk-sanctions-targeting-assad-regime-for-repressing-the-syrian-people
https://www.france24.com/ar/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%AE%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A9/20210315-%D8%B4%D9%83%D9%88%D9%89-%D8%BA%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%A8%D9%88%D9%82%D8%A9-%D8%B6%D8%AF-%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%AA%D8%B2%D9%82%D8%A9-%D9%85%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B9%D8%A9-%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%BA%D9%86%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D8%A7%D8%B5-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D9%82%D8%B6%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%82%D8%AA%D9%84-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A
https://www.france24.com/ar/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%AE%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A9/20210315-%D8%B4%D9%83%D9%88%D9%89-%D8%BA%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%A8%D9%88%D9%82%D8%A9-%D8%B6%D8%AF-%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%AA%D8%B2%D9%82%D8%A9-%D9%85%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B9%D8%A9-%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%BA%D9%86%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D8%A7%D8%B5-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D9%82%D8%B6%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%82%D8%AA%D9%84-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A
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Human Rights Centre MEMORIAL), filed a lawsuit before the Russian judiciary, the first of its kind, to hold 
the suspects accountable for torturing and killing the victim.

On April 21, 2021, the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons adopted Decision C-25/
DEC.9, under which it suspended some of the rights and privileges of Syria as a member state of the 
OPCW. This came as part of the Twenty-Fifth Session of the Conference of States Parties to the Chemical 
Weapons Convention (CWC).

On May 27, 2021, the Council of the European Union extended EU restrictive measures against the Syrian 
regime for one additional year, until June 1, 2022. We note that these sanctions have been imposed since 
2011 in response to the Syrian regime’s violent repression of the civilian population, with the current sanc-
tions list includes 283 individuals (after de-listing five of those originally declared dead) and 70 entities 
targeted by asset freezes and travel bans.
On July 28, 2021, the US Department of the Treasury, for the first time since US President Biden took 
office, imposed sanctions on eight individuals and 10 entities in Syria, including the Seydnaya Military 
Prison and al Khatib Branch.

On July 28, 2021, the website of the Office of the German Federal Public Prosecutor published the indict-
ment of the Syrian doctor Alaa. M, which was addressed by the German Public Prosecutor in the city of 
Frankfurt to the Supreme Court in Frankfurt, on July 15, which includes accusations of crimes against 
humanity and causing serious bodily injuries against detainees held by the Syrian regime. We note that 
the accused arrived in mid-2015 in Germany, where he worked as a doctor, and was arrested in June 2020 
based on reports of him violating human rights and is still in pretrial detention.

On October 2, 2021, the US Department of Justice published a statement announcing the initiation of 
a lawsuit against the Canadian citizen born in Saudi Arabia, Muhammad Khalifa, known as Abu Radwan 
al Kanadi, in the US state of Virginia, on charges of affiliation with ISIS. The statement indicated that 
Muhammad had held important positions in ISIS since 2013 and continued until his arrest by Syrian Dem-
ocratic Forces in January 2019.

On October 11, 2021, the European Union announced, in a statement, a decision to extend sanctions and 
restrictive measures against the proliferation and use of chemical weapons for an additional year, until 
16 October 2022, which target individuals and entities directly responsible for the development and use 
of chemical weapons, as well as those providing financial, technical or material support. The list of these 
sanctions included 15 persons, including five Syrians, and most of the ten others of Russian nationality, 
in addition to two Syrian and Russian entities. The sanctions include a ban on travel to the EU, an asset 
freeze for individuals, and an asset freeze for entities.

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/mar/15/lawsuit-seeks-justice-for-suspected-russian-killing-of-syrian-detainee
https://www.opcw.org/sites/default/files/documents/2021/04/c25dec09%28e%29.pdf
https://www.opcw.org/sites/default/files/documents/2021/04/c25dec09%28e%29.pdf
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2021/05/27/syria-council-extends-sanctions-against-the-regime-for-another-year/
https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/financial-sanctions/recent-actions/20210728
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tt614Ar8cH0
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/isis-media-figure-and-foreign-fighter-charged-conspiring-provide-material-support-terrorist
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2021/10/11/eu-sanctions-against-chemical-weapons-renewed-for-one-year/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:02018R1542-20201015&qid=1633532181918&from=EN
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On October 19, 2021, the German Federal Court in the city of Karlsruhe upheld a life imprisonment sen-
tence against a person involved in the massacre at the landfill in Tabqa city, eastern Syria, in 2013, in 
which a number of members of the Syrian regime’s police, army and security forces were killed after 
being captured when Jabhat al Nusra seized control over Raqqa city. The court also upheld varying prison 
sentences against three people who fought in the ranks of the al Nusra Front. According to the DW web-
site, the defendants arrived in Europe and recently lived in various German cities.

On October 26, 2021, the Odense Court in Denmark began hearings regarding a case against a Danish 
company for violating the sanctions imposed by the European Union on the Syrian regime. According to 
Reuters, the Dan-Bunkering Company sold about 172,000 tons of kerosene jet fuel between 2015 and 2017 
to two Russian companies that handed it over to the Syrian regime at Banyas port in Latakia.
On October 28, 2021, the Public Prosecution Office in the German city of Hamburg published a statement 
in which it said that the Public Prosecutor’s Office in Hamburg had filed charges against a 27-year-old Syr-
ian citizen, on charges of belonging to the Ahrar al Sham faction and participating in the siege of villages 
with a majority-Shiite population, as well as appearing in a propaganda video for Ahrar al Sham filmed in 
an area controlled by the faction. The statement indicated that the defendant had left Syria in January 
2016 to travel to Germany.

On November 1, 2021, Reporters Without Borders (RSF) announced in a statement the start of the ses-
sions of the “People’s Court”, led by Free Press Unlimited (FPU), the Committee to Protect Journalists 
(CPJ), and Reporters Without Borders on November 2. The statement described this trial as providing 
a form of achieving popular justice to hold the regimes and governments responsible for the killing of 
journalists accountable; the court relies on investigations and accurate legal analysis, which includes 
specific cases in three countries, including Syria. The indictment included accusations against the gov-
ernments of Sri Lanka, Mexico and Syria for their failure to achieve justice for the murders of Lasantha 
Wickrematunge, Miguel Ángel López Velasco and Nabil al Shurbaji, the last of whom died under torture in 
the Syrian regime’s Seydnaya Prison in 2015.

On November 10, 2021, the Higher Regional Court in Frankfurt, Germany, announced in a statement that 
of the majority of the charges contained in the indictment against Dr. Alaa M. had been accepted, with 
most of these falling into the category of crimes against humanity. The charges that were accepted in-
cluded torturing prisoners of the opposition against the Syrian regime in Homs city in Syria in 2011 and 
2012 in the military hospital and in the Military Intelligence prison, in addition to a charge of premeditat-
ed murder of one of the detainees.

On November 15, 2021, the official website of the European Union Council published a statement on the 
Council’s decision to add four recently appointed ministers in the Syrian regime’s government to the 
list of sanctions imposed by the Council on 287 individuals and 70 entities in relation to the violations 

https://www.bundesgerichtshof.de/SharedDocs/Pressemitteilungen/DE/2021/2021190.html
https://www.dw.com/ar/%D8%A3%D9%84%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D8%A4%D9%8A%D8%AF-%D8%AD%D9%83%D9%85%D8%A7-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%A4%D8%A8%D8%AF-%D8%A8%D8%AD%D9%82-%D9%85%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%B7-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D9%85%D8%B0%D8%A8%D8%AD%D8%A9-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7/a-59549544
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/denmark-begins-trial-against-firm-over-alleged-jet-fuel-exports-syria-2021-10-26/
https://rsf.org/en/news/tribunal-murdered-journalists-open-hague?fbclid=IwAR0IygpFDA2g0D8q8yJdvFZHvdPqGcJ0Oa4L4PYlT-bnMW-u-zm9jwZ6EcQ
https://ordentliche-gerichtsbarkeit.hessen.de/pressemitteilungen/menschlichkeit
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2021/11/15/syria-four-new-ministers-added-to-eu-sanctions-list/


115 Eleventh Annual Report: The Most Notable Human Rights 

Violations in Syria in 2021

The State’s Collapse and Society’s Fragmentation

committed by the Syrian regime in Syria. The sanctions, which target Boutros al Hallaq, the Minister of 
Information, Amr Salem, the Minister of Internal Trade and Consumer Protection, Muhammad Seif al Din, 
the Minister of Social Affairs and Labor, and Diala Barakat, the Minister of State, include asset freezes and 
a travel ban.

On November 27, 2021, the DW website reported that the court of the German city of Dusseldorf had 
sentenced a German citizen, who was working as a guard in an ISIS prison in Manbej city in the Aleppo 
suburbs, to ten years in prison for premeditated murder for his participation in torturing a prisoner, 
leading to his death.

On December 2, 2021, the Council of the European Union issued a decision imposing restrictive measures 
on 17 individuals and 11 entities responsible for the refugee crisis at the Belarusian border. Among these 
entities was the Syrian Cham Wings Airlines which was included for its complicity in the aforementioned 
refugee crisis, with the company participating in the activities of the Lukashenka regime in Belarus that 
facilitate refugees’ illegal transit to European Union countries.

On December 7, 2021, the US Department of the Treasury issued a decision imposing sanctions on some 
persons responsible or complicit in human rights violations in Syria, and on entities owned or controlled 
by these persons, including officers in the forces and security services of the Syrian regime. Those sub-
jected to sanctions included Major General Tawfiq Khaddour for his connection to a chemical attack on 
Eastern Ghouta in April 2018, Major General Muhammad Hasouri for personally carrying out air attacks, 
some of them chemical, on Syrian civilians, Adib Salameh, assistant director of the Syrian regime’s Air 
Intelligence division for being an integral part of the regime’s repressive security apparatus, and Qahtan 
Khalil, the head of the security committee in southern Syria, as well as Kamal al Hasan, the commander of 
Branch 227 responsible for joint operations with Hezbollah in Syria. The Syrian Network for Human Rights 
has provided the US Department of State with lists of individuals who committed human rights violations 
in Syria, including those who were added to the latest sanctions list.

On December 26, 2021, France 24 TV website quoted another French news agency as stating that French 
authorities had charged a Frenchman of Syrian origin with “complicity in crimes against humanity and 
war crimes,” following his arrest on suspicion of providing the Syrian regime with ingredients to man-
ufacture chemical weapons used in Syria, through a shipping company owned by him; the accused was 
placed in pretrial detention.

The role of the Syrian Network for Human Rights in supporting the accountability 
process in 2021:
The main objective of the Syrian Network for Human Rights (SNHR) in documenting human rights viola-
tions in Syria is to preserve the rights of all victims, to hold criminals accountable in order to achieve jus-
tice, to support the transitional justice process and to commemorate, as well as to contribute to political 
and social advocacy processes. The Syrian Network for Human Rights intensified its efforts in 2021 within 
the accountability process, and the most prominent of what SNHR has done are:

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.LI.2021.402.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2021%3A402I%3ATOC
https://www.dw.com/en/german-national-gets-10-year-sentence-for-murder-committed-in-syria/a-59954175
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2021/12/02/belarus-eu-adopts-5th-package-of-sanctions-over-continued-human-rights-abuses-and-the-instrumentalisation-of-migrants/
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy0517
https://www.france24.com/ar/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%AE%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A9/20211226-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%B3-%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%AA%D9%82%D9%84-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%86%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%AE%D9%84%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D8%B2%D9%88%D9%8A%D8%AF-%D8%AF%D9%85%D8%B4%D9%82-%D9%85%D9%83%D9%88%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A3%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%A9-%D9%83%D9%8A%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%8A%D8%A9?fbclid=IwAR33ZmjjGdQo83ydDicOzEHeTEh1NPrKCEjqkztl4QRO1UqKTMmoa9zQrqU
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Memorandum of Understanding with Physicians for Human Rights (PHR)

Participation in stablishing the War, Conflict and Health Global Alliance, along with more than 30 or-
ganizations from nations worldwide, to enhance coordination and cooperation in health and humanitar-
ian action and support collective voices calling for an end to wars, mass violence and armed conflict, all 
of which pose major threats to health and health systems.

The Syrian Network for Human Rights has also been the most cited information source in many interna-
tional human rights reports, most notably:
 – The European Asylum Support Office’s (EASO) report on military service in Syria, released in April 

2021, whose purpose is to provide relevant information regarding military service in the Syrian re-
gime’s army for determining individuals’ international protection status, including refugee status and 
subsidiary protection.

 – The twelfth annual report on monitoring the use of cluster weapons worldwide released by the In-
ternational Campaign to Ban Landmines – Cluster Munition Coalition (ICBL-CMC) in September 2021.

 – The twenty-third annual report on monitoring the use of landmines worldwide released by ICBL-CMC 
in November 2021. We note that the Syrian Network for Human Rights is a member of the Interna-
tional Campaign to Ban Landmines – Cluster Munition Coalition (ICBL-CMC), and is its primary source 
of information on Syria.

 – The report on the Common Analysis and Guidance Notes in Syria released by the European Asylum 
Support Office (EASO) in November 2021, which is intended as a tool for policymakers and deci-
sion-makers in the context of the Common European Asylum System (CEAS).

 – The report by Physicians for Human Rights released in November 2021, entitled “The Survivors, the 
Dead, and the Disappeared: Detention of Health Care Workers in Syria, 2011-2012,” which docu-
mented the Syrian regime’s violations against medical personnel in 2011 and 2012. We at the Syrian 
Network for Human Rights contributed to this through working in partnership with the organization, 
and sharing the data that we documented, which the report noted is the largest, most complete and 
best updated information source compared to other sources.

https://sn4hr.org/?p=56676
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/08/25/56711/
https://sn4hr.org/?p=56235
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/09/22/56808/
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/12/08/57143/
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/12/21/57173/
https://phr.org/our-work/resources/the-survivors-the-dead-and-the-disappeared/
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The Syrian Network for Human Rights has also been one of the most prominent sources of information in 
many reports issued by numerous nations’ foreign ministries, and status reports from countries around 
the world, for example:
 – The European Parliament resolution on the Syrian conflict, issued on March 11, 2021, which con-

demned all atrocities and violations of human rights and international humanitarian law and remind-
ed the international community of the gravity and the magnitude of human rights violations in Syria 
perpetrated by different parties to the conflict, as well as emphasizing the Syrian regime’s over-
whelming responsibility for these violations.

 – The US Department of State’s report on International Religious Freedom in Syria for 2020, re-
leased in March, which stressed that sectarian violence has continued across the country.

 – The US Department of State’s Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor’s annual report for 
2020 on the human rights situation for various countries worldwide.

 – The Netherlands’ Ministry of Foreign Affairs’ report on the general situation in Syria issued in June 
2021.

In the context of its participation in the case against Anwar Raslan, the Syrian Network for Human Rights 
confirmed in a statement issued on November 9, 2021, that the charge of enforced disappearance 
against the defendant A.R. in his ongoing court trial in Koblenz should be included. The statement noted 
that the Public Prosecutor had requested that the Director of the Syrian Network for Human Rights, Fadel 
Abdul Ghany, be summoned to speak in court about the data on the forcibly disappeared persons that 
have been documented

On July 14, 2021, the Syrian Network for Human Rights submitted a report to the Office of the High Com-
missioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), as part of the contribution as “Other Stakeholders” to the docu-
ments for the third cycle of the Universal Periodic Review (UPR), which will contribute to the summary 
presented by the OHCHR at the fortieth session, to be held in January and February 2022.

In 2021, the Syrian Network for Human Rights participated in international and UN events, and organized 
side events on the sidelines of international events. All of these efforts are in the context of advocacy 
and mobilization processes, that contribute to the process of accountability, with the most prominent 
of these being:

https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/03/17/56031/
https://sn4hr.org/?p=56453
https://sn4hr.org/?p=56103
https://sn4hr.org/?p=56409
https://www.ecchr.eu/en/case/first-criminal-trial-worldwide-on-torture-in-syria-before-a-german-court/
https://sn4hr.org/?p=57020
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/07/19/56565/
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January 22, 2021: An event entitled “Children of Syria – The Lost Hope” to launch the Ninth Annual Report 
on Violations against Children in Syria since March 2011.

February 8, 2021: An event to launch the tenth annual report: The Most Notable Human Rights Violations 
in Syria in 2020, entitled “The Bleeding Decade”.

March 25, 2021: An event marking the tenth anniversary of the start of the popular uprising for democ-
racy in Syria, with participants from a number of leading global nations, on the sidelines of the Brussels V 
Conference, entitled “Syria: A Decade of Impunity and The Need for Accountability for Ongoing Human 
Rights Violations”.

June 11, 2021: The Syrian Network for Human Rights participated in the second day of The Airspace Tri-
bunal hearings, organized by the European Center for Constitutional and Human Rights (ECCHR) and 
supported by the University of Kent.

October 5, 2021: A High-level Event on the Sidelines of the United Nations General Assembly Meetings, 
entitled “One Hundred Thousand, and Counting: Seeking Justice for Syria’s Disappeared”

October 22, 2021: An online event entitled ‘Advancing the Cause of Detainees and Forcibly Disappeared 
Persons Is Our Collective Responsibility’ in cooperation with the founders of the Truth and Justice Char-
ter.

Nominating the Syrian child Muhammad Nour al Asmar for the International Children’s Peace Prize for 
the year 2021, with Muhammad’s nomination announced accepted in October 2021, along with nomina-
tions for 162 other exceptional male and female children from around the world.

Because of the SNHR’s role in the field of documentation and advocacy, the official website of the Syrian 
Network for Human Rights is constantly exposed to cyber-attacks. The severity and intensity of these 
attacks escalated in 2021, after the release of the sixth annual report on violations by Russian forces in 
Syria since Russia’s military intervention on September 30, with these attacks progressing from efforts to 
simply obstruct browsing of the website to attempting to paralyze the site and completely stop it from 
working. According to the analysis of data provided by Cloudflare Security Services, the source of the vast 
majority of the attacks is Russia.

https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/01/28/55891/
https://sn4hr.org/?p=55928
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/03/30/56075/
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/03/30/56075/
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/06/22/56426/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pjU-g8lk7C4&feature=youtu.be&ab_channel=SyrianNetworkforHumanRights
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/10/07/56897/
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/10/24/56971/
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/10/24/56971/
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/10/11/56908/
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/10/14/56921/
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/10/17/56934/
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/10/17/56934/
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VIII. Conclusions and Recommendations:

Legal conclusions:
• The Syrian regime has failed in its responsibility to protect its populations from crimes against hu-

manity and war crimes. This responsibility entails the prevention of such crimes, including the pre-
vention of incitement to commit them by all possible means, and when the state clearly fails to pro-
tect its population from crimes of atrocity, or itself is committing such crimes as in the case of the 
Syrian regime, means that it is the responsibility of the international community to intervene to take 
protective measures in a collective, decisive and timely manner 39.

• All parties to the conflict in Syria have violated both international humanitarian law and international 
human rights law, with the Syrian regime and its allies being the perpetrators of by far the largest 
number of violations.

• Syrian regime forces have perpetrated various violation that amount to crimes against humanity, 
ranging from extrajudicial killing to torture, forced displacement and others, with all these crimes be-
ing perpetrated in a systematic and widespread manner at the same time. In addition, Syrian regime 
forces have committed war crimes through indiscriminate bombardment, and the destruction of 
buildings and facilities. Not only did the Syrian regime’s government breach international humanitar-
ian law and customary law, but it also violated Security Council resolutions – particularly Resolution 
No. 2042 which is concerned with releasing detainees, and Resolution No. 2139 which is concerned 
with ceasing indiscriminate attacks and enforced disappearances. All of these issues have yet to be 
addressed with any form of accountability in light of the legitimacy conferred through Russian-Chi-
nese protection and Western silence.

• The Syrian regime does not care about the political transition process because this would lead to a 
transition from dictatorship to democracy.

• Russian forces have violated Security Council Resolution No. 2139, as well as Resolution No. 2254, 
through indiscriminate bombardment. Additionally, Russian forces have violated many rules of inter-
national humanitarian law, committing dozens of violations that amount to war crimes through in-
discriminate, disproportionate bombardment, particularly given the use of excessive power in these 
attacks, as well as violating Article 8 of the Rome Statute by committing intentional homicide, all of 
which constitute war crimes.

• Neither the Russian or Syrian authorities have conducted any serious investigations into these at-
tacks, or even into any other previous ones, with the Russian and Syrian leaderships, both military and 
political, bearing responsibility for these attacks based on the principle of command responsibility 
under international humanitarian law40 , as they did not prevent the attacks and did not punish those 
responsible. Rather, the widespread repeated attacks indicate that they can only be the actions of a 
state policy ordered directly by the highest levels of the Russian and Syrian leadership, which impli-
cates them in more crimes against humanity and war crimes, and emphasizes once again that sanc-
tions must be imposed and maintained by various states of the world that target all those involved 
in these barbaric attacks.

39 United Nations, General Assembly, 2005 World Summit Outcome, para. 139, https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/60/1 

40ICRC, International Humanitarian Law, Article 152, https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/customary-ihl/eng/docs/v1_rul_rule152 
ICRC, International Humanitarian Law, Article 153, https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/customary-ihl/eng/docs/v1_rul_rule153

https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/60/1
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/customary-ihl/eng/docs/v1_rul_rule152
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/customary-ihl/eng/docs/v1_rul_rule153
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• Hay’at Tahrir al Sham has violated many basic rights, including the right to life. HTS has also practiced 
multiple other violations such as torture and enforced disappearance, as well as being responsible 
for numerous war crimes through indiscriminate shelling, looting, abduction, imposing restrictions 
on women, and restrictions on freedom of movement, and attempting to enforce an extremist reli-
gious ideology.

• Factions of the Armed Opposition and Syrian National Army forces have committed numerous viola-
tions of international humanitarian law and international human rights law, foremost among which 
are torture, enforced disappearance, looting and theft of property, and ethnic discrimination.

• Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces have violated many basic rights, including the right to life. 
These forces carried out many other violations, including torture, enforced disappearance, displace-
ment and forced conscription, as well as looting the region’s natural resources, such as oil and gas, 
without issuing any financial transparency reports about their revenues and how these are spent. We 
fear that these funds are likely to be poured into supporting the terrorist Kurdistan Workers’ Party, 
the leader of the Democratic Union Party.

• The member states of the US-led coalition have also failed during all the years of their presence in 
Syria, especially after the defeat of the ISIS terrorist group, to achieve political stability in northeast 
Syria, failing to enable democratic local elections through which power could be handed over to 
democratically elected local figures who are not affiliated with a particular ethnic or sectarian party.

• Employing remote bombing tactics to target densely populated areas reflects a criminal and wholly 
deliberate mindset, with the perpetrators clearly intending to inflict the greatest possible number of 
deaths, which is a clear contravention of international human rights law and a flagrant violation of 
the Geneva IV Convention41.

• A large proportion of Syrians were killed as a result of landmines, and none of the perpetrator forces 
in the Syrian conflict have revealed maps of the locations where landmines were planted. This indi-
cates total indifference to the lives of civilians, and children in particular.

• The repercussions of the cumulative and continuous catastrophic violations over eleven years have 
caused and intensified the collapse of the Syrian state because the Syrian regime is embedded in it as 
a cancerous body and will not accept any political transition even if Syria turns into the most failed 
state in the world, leading to the fragmentation of Syrian society and the displacement of millions.

41 ICRC, Convention (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War. Geneva, 12 August 1949, arts. 27, 31, 32, 

https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/Treaty.xsp?documentId=AE2D398352C5B028C12563CD002D6B5C&action=openDocument

https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/Treaty.xsp?documentId=AE2D398352C5B028C12563CD002D6B5C&action=openDocument


121 Eleventh Annual Report: The Most Notable Human Rights 

Violations in Syria in 2021

The State’s Collapse and Society’s Fragmentation

Recommendations:

UN Security Council and the United Nations:
• The Security Council should take additional steps following the adoption of Resolution 2254, which 

clearly demands that all parties should, “…Immediately cease any attacks against civilians and civil-
ian objects as such, including attacks against medical facilities and personnel, and any indiscrim-
inate use of weapons, including through shelling and aerial bombardment,”

• Find ways and mechanisms to implement Security Council Resolutions 2041, 2042, 2139 and Article 12 
of Resolution 2254 regarding detainees and forcibly disappeared persons in Syria.

• Take action under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations to protect detainees from certain 
death inside detention centers, and to put an end to the pandemic of enforced disappearance that 
continues to plague Syria, posing a threat to the security and stability of society, act to end torture 
and deaths due to torture inside Syrian regime detention centers, and save whoever is left among the 
detainees as quickly as possible.

• Disclose the fate of the nearly 102,000 persons forcibly disappeared in Syria, 85 percent of them by 
the Syrian regime.

• Following the failure of the parties, in particular the Syrian regime, to comply with any of the Security 
Council resolutions concerning the use of chemical weapons, barrel bombs or enforced disappear-
ance, the Security Council must, after 11 years, intervene militarily in order to protect Syrian civilians.

• Members of the Security Council must stop using their veto to protect the Syrian regime, which has 
committed hundreds of thousands of violations over the past ten years, many of which constitute 
crimes against humanity and war crimes. 

• There is a need to refer the Syrian issue from the Security Council to the United Nations General 
Assembly after 10 years of failure on the part of the Security Council to protect civilians or to help in 
ending the Syrian conflict.

• The Syrian issue should be referred to the International Criminal Court and all those implicated in 
perpetrating crimes against humanity and war crimes should be held accountable.

• Seriously work to achieve a political transition under the Geneva Communiqué and Security Council 
Resolution No. 2254, to ensure the stability and territorial integrity of Syria, and the dignified and safe 
return of refugees and IDPs.

• Establish security and peace in Syria and implement the ‘Responsibility to Protect’ norm in order to 
preserve Syrians’ lives, heritage, and cultural artifacts from being destroyed, looted, and ruined.

• Monitor the Iranian regime’s claims of continuing to supply weapons, equipment and militias to the 
Syrian regime.

• Ensure the safety and security of millions of Syrian refugees, especially women and children, who 
have been displaced worldwide, and ensure their safety from arrest, torture or enforced disappear-
ance if they choose to return to areas controlled by the Syrian regime.



122 Eleventh Annual Report: The Most Notable Human Rights 

Violations in Syria in 2021

The State’s Collapse and Society’s Fragmentation

• Request all relevant United Nations agencies to make greater efforts to provide humanitarian and 
food aid and medical assistance in areas where the fighting has ceased, and in internally displaced 
persons’ camps, and follow-up with those states that have pledged the necessary contributions.

• Allocate a significant amount of money for clearing mines left over by the Syrian conflict from the 
United Nations Mine Action Service, particularly in areas prepared to carry out this task with trans-
parency and integrity.

International Community:
• In light of the split within the Security Council and its utter incapability, action should be taken at 

the national and regional levels to form alliances to support the Syrian people and increase support 
for relief efforts. Additionally, the principle of universal jurisdiction should be applied in local courts 
regarding these crimes in order to conduct fair trials for all those who were involved. 

• SNHR has repeatedly called for the implementation of the ‘Responsibility to Protect’ doctrine (ICR2P) 
in dozens of studies and reports and as a member of the International Coalition for the Responsibil-
ity to Protect (ICR2P) after all political channels through the Arab League’s plan and then Mr. Kofi 
Annan’s plan were exhausted, with the Cessation of Hostilities statements and Astana talks that fol-
lowed proving equally fruitless. Therefore, steps should be taken under Chapter VII of the Charter of 
the United Nations and the norm of the “Responsibility to Protect” doctrine, which was established 
by the United Nations General Assembly, should be implemented. The UN Security Council is still hin-
dering the protection of civilians in Syria.

• Refer the situation in Syria to the International Criminal Court, or quickly establish a tribunal dedi-
cated to trying crimes against humanity and war crimes to end the cycle of impunity that has now 
spanned a decade in Syria.

• Expand political and economic sanctions against the Russian regime for committing war crimes in 
Syria, for continuing to violate sanctions imposed against the Syrian regime, and for assisting it in 
breaching UN Security Council resolutions, including those regarding non-recurrence of using chem-
ical weapons and barrel bombs.

• Put real pressure on Russia and Iran, and categorize them as key partners in the violations committed 
in Syria since they continue to supply the Syrian regime with weapons, as well as due to their direct 
involvement in thousands of violations against Syrian citizens.

• Provide protection and assistance to forcibly displaced women and children, including IDPs and refu-
gees, and take into account their specific needs, primarily for protection.

• All countries worldwide must ratify the CEDAW Convention and the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child, and fulfill their obligations under these conventions to hold the Syrian regime accountable, 
expose the regime’s criminal practices against Syria’s women and children, and make every possible 
effort to mitigate and stop these.
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• Fulfill the commitment of pledged financial contributions:
     o  Assist neighboring countries and provide all possible support to increase the level of education 
and healthcare in these countries which host the largest number of female and child refugees.
    o  Establish mechanisms to end the bombing of schools and kindergartens, protect these facilities, 
and work to create a safe learning environment, which is the least possible level of protection that 
could be offered for civilians.

• At a minimum, pressure must be applied on the Syrian regime to ensure that international observers, 
including the Independent International Commission of Inquiry, are given unconditional and unre-
stricted access to women and girls in detention centers.

• Support the political transition process and impose pressure to compel the parties to implement the 
political transition within a time period of no more than six months so that most of the violations end 
and millions of displaced people can safely and settled return to their homes.

• Stop any forcible return of Syrian refugees, since the situation in Syria continues to be unsafe, and 
put pressure to achieve a political transition that would ensure the automatic return of millions of 
refugees.

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR):
• The OHCHR should submit a report to the Human Rights Council and other organs of the United Na-

tions on the incidents mentioned in this report considering that these attacks were perpetrated by 
the parties to the conflict.

• Train Syrian organizations to begin clearance of mines and other unexploded ordnance, and raise 
local awareness of the lethal dangers of such munitions.

• Establish a platform that brings together a number of Syrian organizations active in documenting 
violations and humanitarian assistance, in order to facilitate an exchange of skills and experiences 
within Syrian society.

Independent International Commission of Inquiry (COI):
• Launch extensive investigations into the cases included in this report and previous reports. SNHR is 

willing to cooperate and provide further evidence and data.
• Work on identifying the responsibility of individuals within the Syrian regime who are involved in 

crimes against humanity and war crimes, publish their names to expose them to international public 
opinion and end all dealings with them at every political and economic level.

International, Impartial, and Independent Mechanism (IIIM):
• Collect further evidence about the crimes documented in this report, and provide an exchange of 

experiences with Syrian organizations working in the field of documentation, data collection and 
analysis.

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR):
• Create a stable and safe environment for Syrian refugee children and intensify work for their reinte-

gration into society through long-term psychological treatment.
• Increase investment in education and health.
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The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and local and 
international humanitarian and relief organizations:
• Coordinate humanitarian aid operations according to the areas worst affected and reject attempts 

at pressure and blackmail by the Syrian regime which is working to harness aid to its advantage.
• Allocate adequate resources for the rehabilitation of child and female survivors, especially those who 

have been directly affected by violations, or subjected to violence, sexual exploitation and forced 
marriage, giving priority to the areas worst affected.

The United Nations Special Envoy to Syria:
• Condemn the perpetrators of these crimes, the massacres, and those who were primarily responsi-

ble for dooming the de-escalation agreements.
• Re-sequence the peace process so that it can resume its natural course despite Russia’s attempts to 

divert and distort it, empowering the Constitutional Committee prior to the transitional governing 
body.

• Call for rapid implementation of democratic political change that restores victims’ rights and em-
bodies the principles of transitional justice.

• There is no sense in pursuing any political process in light of the continued bombing of hospitals and 
UN aid, and the pursuit of a zero-security-military solution by the Syrian regime and its allies, and the 
UN Envoy must acknowledge this.

• Clearly assign responsibility to the party responsible for the death of the political process, and dis-
close to the Syrian people the timing of the end of the political transition process.

Supporting States and European Union:
• Support the processes of documenting human rights violations in Syria that expose the Syrian re-

gime’s atrocious practices and their continuing nature, as well as the regime’s violation of the princi-
ples of international law.

• Take further steps towards accelerating the completion of the political transition towards democra-
cy and human rights.

• The situation in Syria is still in a critical state in terms of respecting basic rights, and any citizen may 
be subjected to arrest under these vague and overly broad laws. Therefore, we recommend that 
refugees not be returned until such a political transition is achieved, as there will be no stability and 
security in light of the survival of the current Syrian regime and the Counter-Terrorism Court.

• Economic sanctions imposed on the two main backers of the Syrian regime, namely Iran and Russia, 
must be intensified, which is something that can be effectively achieved by the European Union. 
While civilian protection and safe zones are still the primary demands, economic sanctions also re-
main an effective course of action.

• Provide every possible assistance to the active civil society groups working to rehabilitate and re-
integrate female victims into their communities, and support the operations for the support and 
rehabilitation of female survivors in areas of displacement and asylum.
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Neighboring countries:
• Ensure that refugees fleeing Syria are able to seek asylum, respect their rights, including the prohi-

bition of refoulement, and expedite reunification. EU states and other countries should alleviate the 
burden on neighboring countries and receive more Syrian refugees, while donor countries should 
increase their assistance to the UNHCR and civil societies organizations in countries of asylum.

League of Arab States:
• Absolutely reject the return of the Syrian regime to the Arab League in light of its continued involve-

ment up to the present date in committing crimes against humanity and war crimes.

The Syrian regime
• Ensure compliance with UN Security Council resolutions and customary humanitarian law.
• Stop indiscriminate shelling and targeting of residential areas, hospitals, schools and markets.
• End the acts of torture that have caused the deaths of thousands of Syrian citizens in detention 

centers.
• Repeal all barbaric laws and inflexible expressions included in these that can be interpreted without 

limits in order to arrest and torture any political opponent.
• Reveal of the fate of nearly 87,000 forcibly disappeared persons, and immediately release tens of 

thousands of arbitrary detainees and detained persons whose sentences have ended.
• Return the property and money confiscated from detainees.
• Release prisoners of conscience unconditionally, reveal the fate of the disappeared among them, 

compensate those affected, and stop tampering with their fate and extorting their families.
• Stop treating the Syrian state as a private family property.
• Stop terrorizing the Syrian people through enforced disappearances, torture, and death due to tor-

ture.
• Stop tampering with the constitution and laws, using them to serve the goals of the ruling family, and 

enacting deceptive legislation.
• Take responsibility for all legal and material costs and compensate the victims and their families from 

the resources of the Syrian state.

The Syrian regime allies, primarily the Russian regime:
• Condemn the barbaric courts established by the Syrian regime, and demand that these be abolished 

along with all the associated sentences and rulings issued by them, including those legitimizing the 
looting of property and money.

• Put pressure on the Syrian regime to repeal all laws that contradict international human rights law, 
which carry overbroad and vague phrases that can be easily applied to political opponents.

• Demand that the Syrian regime separate the different state powers and stop encroaching on the 
judicial and legislative powers.
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• Stop supporting a regime that conducts political trials which are considered the most reprehensible 
in modern history, since this support is direct complicity and participation in the multiple crimes 
against humanity and war crimes which the Syrian regime has perpetrated and continues perpetrat-
ing against detainees and their property.

• Contribute to dissolving the regime’s security services whose members outnumber the army and 
pose a direct threat to Syrian society, as well as to the country’s judiciary and its citizens’ human 
rights.

• Stop supporting the current Syrian regime and apologize to the Syrian people for all violations com-
mitted by Russian forces.

• Supporting a genuine political transition away from the dynastic dictatorship of one family and its 
brutal security services is the only way to achieve security, stability and reconstruction.

• Launch investigations regarding the incidents included in this report, make the findings of these in-
vestigations public for the Syrian people, and hold all those involved accountable.

• Reconstruct and restore the residential buildings and shops destroyed by Russian military forces, and 
compensate victims throughout the duration of their displacement. 

• Stop investing in the Syrian regime, which is hostile to the vast majority of the Syrian people, and 
which is involved in committing crimes against humanity, and support a process of real political 
change in order to achieve stability.

• Completely cease the bombing of hospitals, protected objects, and civilian areas, and respect cus-
tomary humanitarian law.

The Coalition (US-led coalition forces and Syrian Democratic Forces)
• The states of the coalition must expedite the process of compensating and apologizing to the victims 

and all those affected.
• Support a local election process in northeast Syria that leads to local councils representing the peo-

ple of the region and the affiliation of military forces to them, then start to support reconstruction 
operations. 

• The states supporting the SDF should apply pressure on these forces in order to compel them to 
cease all of their violations in all the areas and towns under their control, including forced conscrip-
tion, and to respect the rules of international humanitarian law and the principles of international 
human rights law in the areas under their control.

• Support the process of establishing a genuine local administration in the northeastern regions of 
Syria, in which all the inhabitants of the region may participate without discrimination on the basis 
of race and nationality and without the intervention of the de facto authorities in order to achieve 
stability and justice.

• The states supporting the SDF should cease all forms of support until the SDF commits itself to com-
plying with the rules of international human rights law and international humanitarian law. This is 
primarily the responsibility of the supporting states.

• Support the building and establishment of an independent judiciary that prohibits military parties 
from carrying out forced conscriptions against children.
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Syrian Democratic Forces:
• The SDF should form a special committee to investigate incidents of violations committed by SDF 

forces, disclose the details of their findings and apologize for them, hold those responsible account-
able, and compensate the victims and affected.

• Stop all forms of child conscriptions, disclose the fate of all forcibly disappeared children, allow their 
families to visit and communicate with them, in preparation for releasing them.

• Provide detailed maps of the locations where the SDF planted landmines, especially civilian sites or 
near residential communities.

All Armed Opposition factions/ Syrian National Army:
• Ensure the protection of civilians in all of the areas under their control. Also, all Armed Opposition 

factions/ Syrian National Army should distinguish between civilian and military targets, and cease any 
indiscriminate attacks.

• Pledge to cease any conscription of children, and investigate incidents that have resulted in violations 
of international humanitarian law.

• End arbitrary arrests, enforced disappearances, torture, confiscation and looting of property, and all 
other measures that violate the most basic principles of international human rights law.

• Launch investigations into the human rights violations that took place, hold those responsible ac-
countable, and make the findings of these investigations public for the Syrian people.

Humanitarian Organizations:
Develop urgent operational plans to secure decent shelter for internally displaced persons, primarily 
widows and orphans.
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IX. References:

a. SNHR’s reports
SNHR Condemns the WHO’s Use of Cham Wings Airlines, Which Is Involved in Supporting the Syrian 
Regime’s Egregious Violations

Tenth Annual Report: The Most Notable Human Rights Violations in Syria in 2020

Public Auctions of Forcibly Displaced People’s Lands Are Another Syrian Regime Method to Seize Its 
Opponents’ Property in a Widespread and Deliberate Manner

Syrian Democratic Forces Have Arrested/ Detained at Least 61 Teachers Over Educational Curricula 
and for Forced Conscription Since the Beginning of 2021

At Least 3,364 Health Care Personnel Still Arrested/Forcibly Disappeared, 98% by the Syrian Regime

On International Women’s Day: Nearly 9,264 Women Still Arrested/ Forcibly Disappeared, and Women 
Targeted Due to Their Work

On the 10th Anniversary of the Popular Uprising: 227,413 Syrian Civilians Documented Killed, Including 
14,506 by Torture, with 149,361 Detained/ Forcibly Disappeared, and 13 Million Others Displaced

In Tandem with the Brussels V Conference, the Largest Russian Military Escalation in Nearly a Year, 
with al Atareb Hospital and Bab al Hawa Border Crossing Bombed

The Fourth Anniversary of the Syrian Regime’s CW Attack on Khan Sheikhoun City and the Third Anni-
versary of Its CW Attack on Douma City

We Welcome the OPCW’s Report, Which Identified the Syrian Regime’s Responsibility for the Chemical 
Weapons Use in Saraqeb City

In Nine Years, the Syrian Regime Has Dropped Nearly 82,000 Barrel Bombs, Killing 11,087 Civilians, 
Including 1,821 Children

The Presidential Elections That the Syrian Regime Unilaterally Plans to Hold Are Illegitimate, Imposed 
by Regime Security Services and Undermine the Political Process

29 Shameful States, Led by Russia, Voted against the OPCW’s Decisions

https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/01/15/55842/
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/01/15/55842/
https://sn4hr.org/?p=55886
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https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/04/07/56099/
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/04/13/56115/
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/04/13/56115/
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https://sn4hr.org/?p=56163 
https://sn4hr.org/?p=56163 
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The Annual Report on the Most Notable Violations against Media Workers in Syria on World Press 
Freedom Day

19,192 Civilians Killed and 34,982 Others Arrested During the Months of Ramadan in the Last Ten Years

The Syrian Regime Threatens, Arrests and Tortures the Families of Dissident Political and Military Ac-
tivists, Using Mafia-Like Methods

On the International Day of Innocent Children Victims of Aggression: 29,520 Children Have Been Killed 
in Syria Since March 2011, Including 180 Due to Torture

The Appointment of the Syrian Regime, Involved in Crimes against Humanity, to the WHO’s Executive 
Board Represents the Greatest Insult to the Organization and All Its Staff and Members

On World Refugee Day: More Than Half of the Syrian People Remain Forcibly Displaced, Either as IDPs 
or Refugees, and Are Unable to Return

The Tenth Annual Report on Torture in Syria on the International Day in Support of Victims of Torture

Condemning Syrian Democratic Forces’ Forcible Disappearance and Killing by Torture of Amin al Ali

UN Aid to Northern Syria, Which Is Neutral, Absolutely Essential, and Delivered with the Approval of 
the Controlling Forces, Does Not Need Permission from the Security Council

The Syrian Regime Has Released 81 Individuals Under Amnesty Decree No. 13 of May 2021 and Arrest-
ed Nearly 176 Since Its Issuance

Syrian Democratic Forces Violate US Sanctions’ Caesar Act, Supplying Oil and Gas to the Syrian Regime

The Syrian Regime Takes Revenge on Daraa Governorate for Its Peaceful and Civilized Rejection of the 
Regime’s ‘Presidential Elections’

The Eighth Anniversary of the Largest Chemical Weapons Attack by the Syrian Regime against Syrian 
Citizens in the Two Ghoutas of Damascus, Still Without Accountability

The Tenth Annual Report on Enforced Disappearance in Syria on the International Day of the Victims 
of Enforced Disappearances; Long Years of Constant Grief and Loss

https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/05/03/56186/
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/05/03/56186/
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/05/12/56218/
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/05/21/56247/
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/05/21/56247/
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/06/04/56299/
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/06/04/56299/
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/06/10/56357/
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/06/10/56357/
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/06/20/56415/
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/06/20/56415/
https://sn4hr.org/?p=56447
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/06/30/56464/
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/07/08/56507/
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https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/07/29/56595/
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/08/09/56651/
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/08/09/56651/
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At Least 174 Attacks on Bakeries Have Been Documented Since March 2011 to Date, 149 of Them at the 
Hands of the Syrian-Russian Alliance

The Sixth Annual Report on Russian Forces’ Violations Since the Start of Russia’s Military Intervention 
in Syria on September 30, 2015, Some of Which Amount to Crimes against Humanity and War Crimes

Widespread Violations Committed by the Syrian and Iranian Regimes against Daraa after Taking Con-
trol Over It in July 2018 to Crush Any Opposition to the Syrian Regime

The Syrian Regime Committed a Massacre in Ariha, Killing 11 Syrian Citizens, Including Four Children, 
during the Constitutional Committee Meetings, to Shameful Silence from the United Nations

On World Children’s Day: Tenth Annual Report on Violations against Children in Syria

International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women: Tenth Annual Report on Violations 
against Females in Syria Mostly at the Hands of the Syrian Regime

On the Day of Remembrance for All Victims of Chemical Warfare, the Syrian Regime Is the Most Pro-
lific User of Chemical Weapons This Century

At Least 156 Children Still Conscripted by Syrian Democratic Forces

b. International reports
Reports of the Secretary-General of the United Nations:

Implementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015), 
2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018), 2504 (2020) and 2533 (2020)

Implementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015), 
2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018), 2504 (2020) and 2533 (2020)

Letter dated 30 April 2021 from the Secretary-General addressed to the President of the Security 
Council

Report of the Secretary-General on Children and armed conflict 

Letter dated 27 May 2021 from the Secretary-General addressed to the President of the Security 
Council

Implementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015), 
2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018), 2504 (2020) and 2533 (2020)
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https://undocs.org/en/S/2021/160
https://undocs.org/en/S/2021/160
https://undocs.org/S/2021/390
https://undocs.org/S/2021/390
https://undocs.org/en/S/2021/422
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Letter dated 29 June 2021 from the Secretary-General addressed to the President of the Security 
Council

Implementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015), 
2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018), 2504 (2020), 2533 (2020) and 2585 (2021)

Letter dated 30 August 2021 from the Secretary-General addressed to the President of the Security 
Council

Report of the Secretary-General on women and peace and security 

Letter dated 30 September 2021 from the Secretary-General addressed to the President of the Secu-
rity Council

Implementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015), 
2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018), 2504 (2020), 2533 (2020) and 2585 (2021)

Implementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015), 
2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018), 2504 (2020), 2533 (2020) and 2585 (2021)

Letter dated 30 November 2021 from the Secretary-General addressed to the President of the Secu-
rity Council

Implementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015), 
2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2401 (2018), 2449 (2018), 2504 (2020), 2533 (2020) and 2585 (2021)

Report of the Secretary-General on United Nations humanitarian operations in the Syrian Arab Re-
public 

Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR):
Oral Update on the Extent of Conflict-Related Deaths in the Syrian Arab Republic - Background Note 
on the Statistical Analysis

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR):
UNHCR’s Grandi urges increase in the scope of humanitarian assistance in Syria, including to people 
returning from displacement

UNICEF:
Syrian crisis: After more than a decade of conflict, children continue to pay the heaviest price.
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Whole of Syria Humanitarian Situation Report - January 2021

Whole of Syria Humanitarian Situation Report - February 2021

Whole of Syria Humanitarian Situation Report - March 2021

Whole of Syria Humanitarian Situation Report - April 2021

Whole of Syria Humanitarian Situation Report - May 2021

Whole of Syria Humanitarian Situation Report - June 2021

Whole of Syria Humanitarian Situation Report - July 2021

Whole of Syria Humanitarian Situation Report – August 2021

Whole of Syria Humanitarian Situation Report – September 2021

Whole of Syria Humanitarian Situation Report – October 2021

Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW):
Second Report by OPCW Investigation and Identification Team (IIT)

The Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons adopts a resolution suspending some of 
the privileges of the Arab Republic in Syria

The Director-General of the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons briefs the United 
Nations Security Council on the Syrian chemical file

The Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic (COI):
Report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic issued on 
January 21, 2021

Report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic issued on 
March 11, 2021

Report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic issued on 
September 14, 2021

https://www.unicef.org/media/94401/file/UNICEF-Whole-of-Syria-Humanitarian-Situation-Report-1-31-January-2021.pdf
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https://www.unicef.org/media/104461/file/Whole-of-Syria-Humanitarian-SitRep-30-June-2021.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/media/105871/file/Whole%20of%20Syria%20Humanitarian%20Situation%20Report%20-%20January%20to%20July%202021.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/media/109036/file/Whole-of-Syria-Humanitarian-SitRep-31-August-2021.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/media/110911/file/Whole%20of%20Syria%20Humanitarian%20Situation%20Report,%2030%20September%202021.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/media/112666/file/WOS-Humanitarian-SitRep-October-2021.pdf
https://www.opcw.org/sites/default/files/documents/2021/04/s-1943-2021%28e%29.pdf
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Human Rights Watch:
“Our Lives Are Like Death”
Syrian Refugee Returns from Lebanon and Jordan

Save the Children:
North West Syria: Shortages of oxygen, water as coronavirus cases quadruple in two months

North West Syria - Severe floods as country marks nearly 10 years of conflict

NGOs warn: Reduced humanitarian access impedes response to rising cases of COVID-19 and the 
harsh effects of winter in Northern Syria amid shortages of humanitarian aid. UN Security Council 
must assure continued cross-border access

Nearly 120 schools damaged in northwest Syria by floods, thousands of children pushed out of edu-
cation

Repatriation of foreign children in Syria slowed by COVID-19, as new footage emerges of life in camps

Thousands of children pushed out of education after 119 schools are flooded amidst funding gaps

Syria: Number of children going hungry up by 35% in just four months

Statement by Save the Children Syria Response Director, Sonia Khush, on Syria

Save the Children welcomes decision to repatriate Belgian children from Syria, urges repatriation of 
all children and their mothers

‘Anywhere but Syria’: After ten years of war, vast majority of children can’t imagine a future in country 

Pledging conference - Syrian children will be paying with their lives, education after funding shortfall

North East Syria: COVID-19 spreads through camps as Ramadan begins under emergency lockdown

Denmark sacrificing the future of 70 Syrian children

North West Syria: Number of suicide attempts and deaths rise sharply

North West Syria: Schools and children still under attack despite year of ceasefire

https://www.hrw.org/report/2021/10/20/our-lives-are-death/syrian-refugee-returns-lebanon-and-jordan
https://syria.savethechildren.net/news/north-west-syria-shortages-oxygen-water-coronavirus-cases-quadruple-two-months
https://syria.savethechildren.net/news/north-west-syria-severe-floods-country-marks-nearly-10-years-conflict
https://syria.savethechildren.net/news/ngos-warn-reduced-humanitarian-access-impedes-response-rising-cases-covid-19-and-harsh-effects
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https://syria.savethechildren.net/news/nearly-120-schools-damaged-northwest-syria-floods-thousands-children-pushed-out-education
https://syria.savethechildren.net/news/nearly-120-schools-damaged-northwest-syria-floods-thousands-children-pushed-out-education
https://syria.savethechildren.net/news/repatriation-foreign-children-syria-slowed-covid-19-new-footage-emerges-life-camps
https://syria.savethechildren.net/news/thousands-children-pushed-out-education-after-119-schools-are-flooded-amidst-funding-gaps
https://syria.savethechildren.net/news/syria-number-children-going-hungry-35-just-four-months
https://syria.savethechildren.net/news/statement-save-children-syria-response-director-sonia-khush-syria
https://syria.savethechildren.net/news/save-children-welcomes-decision-repatriate-belgian-children-syria-urges-repatriation-all
https://syria.savethechildren.net/news/save-children-welcomes-decision-repatriate-belgian-children-syria-urges-repatriation-all
https://syria.savethechildren.net/news/%E2%80%98anywhere-syria%E2%80%99-after-ten-years-war-vast-majority-children-can%E2%80%99t-imagine-future-country
https://syria.savethechildren.net/news/pledging-conference-syrian-children-will-be-paying-their-lives-education-after-funding
https://syria.savethechildren.net/news/north-east-syria-covid-19-spreads-through-camps-ramadan-begins-under-emergency-lockdown
https://syria.savethechildren.net/news/denmark-sacrificing-future-70-syrian-children
https://syria.savethechildren.net/news/north-west-syria-number-suicide-attempts-and-deaths-rise-sharply
https://syria.savethechildren.net/news/north-west-syria-schools-and-children-still-under-attack-despite-year-ceasefire
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North West Syria: Two Children among Several Killed in Syria Airstrikes and Shelling

Over 1 million people at risk of hunger in Syria if cross-border aid resolution not renewed, say aid 
groups

At least 10 children killed and six injured in the past month in north west Syria despite ceasefire.

Syria: Save the Children statement on the UNSC decision on Syria cross-border mandate

North west Syria: Save The Children Condemns Attacks Killing At Least 13 Children In Three Days In 
Ceasefire Zone

North East Syria: Repatriations show giving children a future is possible with political will

Syria: Four years after the battle for Al Raqqa, children are still living among ruins

Save the Children: Surge in COVID-19 Delta in North West Syria overwhelming Health System

Children abandoned by their governments are ‘wasting away’ in Syrian camps - Save the Children

Northern Syria: COVID-19 claims a 20 day-old baby and a 17-year-old pregnant girl

Save the Children welcomes the repatriation of 37 Danish and German children from Syrian camps but 
urges none should be left behind

Weeks ahead of COP26, water crisis in Iraq and North East Syria is ‘creeping into every corner of chil-
dren’s lives’, says Save the Children

Three children and one teacher killed in airstrikes on way to school in North West Syria

Bring children home from Syria camps before winter, says Save the Children after Norway orphan 
found

Truck Accident Killing One Child and Injuring Two Shows Dangers of NE Syria Camps for Children

The European Union supports Save the Children for aid to internally displaced Syrians

https://syria.savethechildren.net/news/north-west-syria-two-children-among-several-killed-syria-airstrikes-and-shelling
https://syria.savethechildren.net/news/over-1-million-people-risk-hunger-syria-if-cross-border-aid-resolution-not-renewed-say-aid
https://syria.savethechildren.net/news/over-1-million-people-risk-hunger-syria-if-cross-border-aid-resolution-not-renewed-say-aid
https://syria.savethechildren.net/news/least-10-children-killed-and-six-injured-past-month-nw-syria-despite-ceasefire
https://syria.savethechildren.net/news/syria-save-children-statement-unsc-decision-syria-cross-border-mandate
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https://syria.savethechildren.net/news/north-west-syria-save-children-condemns-attacks-killing-least-13-children-three-days-ceasefire
https://syria.savethechildren.net/news/north-east-syria-repatriations-show-giving-children-future-possible-political-will
https://syria.savethechildren.net/news/four-years-after-battle-al-raqqa-children-are-living-among-ruins-%E2%80%93-save-children
https://syria.savethechildren.net/news/save-children-surge-covid-19-north-west-syria-overwhelming-health-system
https://syria.savethechildren.net/news/children-abandoned-their-governments-are-%E2%80%98wasting-away%E2%80%99-syrian-camps-%E2%80%93-save-children
https://syria.savethechildren.net/news/northern-syria-covid-19-claims-20-day-old-baby-and-17-year-old-pregnant-girl
https://syria.savethechildren.net/news/save-children-welcomes-repatriation-37-danish-and-german-children-syrian-camps-urges-none
https://syria.savethechildren.net/news/save-children-welcomes-repatriation-37-danish-and-german-children-syrian-camps-urges-none
https://syria.savethechildren.net/news/weeks-ahead-cop26-water-crisis-iraq-and-north-east-syria-%E2%80%98creeping-every-corner-children%E2%80%99s
https://syria.savethechildren.net/news/weeks-ahead-cop26-water-crisis-iraq-and-north-east-syria-%E2%80%98creeping-every-corner-children%E2%80%99s
https://syria.savethechildren.net/news/three-children-and-teacher-killed-airstrikes-way-school-north-west-syria
https://syria.savethechildren.net/news/bring-children-home-syria-camps-winter-says-save-children-after-norway-orphan-found
https://syria.savethechildren.net/news/bring-children-home-syria-camps-winter-says-save-children-after-norway-orphan-found
https://syria.savethechildren.net/news/truck-accident-killing-one-child-and-injuring-2-shows-dangers-ne-syria-camps-children
https://syria.savethechildren.net/news/european-union-supports-save-children-aid-internally-displaced-syrians
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The International Campaign to Ban Landmines – Cluster Munition Coalition (ICBL-CMC)
The twelfth annual report on monitoring the use of cluster weapons worldwide.

The twenty-third annual report on monitoring the use of landmines worldwide

Bellingcat blog:
Berlin Group 21, ‘Ivan’s’ Emails and Chemical Weapons Conspiracy Theories

Amnesty International:
Lebanon: Torture of Syrian refugees arbitrarily detained on counter-terror charges

Amnesty International Report 2020/21: The state of the world’s human rights

Syria: “You’re going to your death” Violations against Syrian refugees returning to Syria

European Asylum Support Office:
Syria Socio-economic situation: Damascus city

Syria Military service - Country of Origin Information Report

Syria Situation of returnees from abroad - Country of Origin Information Report

Country Guidance: Syria Common analysis and guidance note

Doctors without Borders:
MSF denounces unsafe environment in Al-Hol camp in wake of staff killing

A decade of war in Syria: 10 years of increasing humanitarian needs

Northeastern Syria: Hospitals run out of funds and supplies as second COVID-19 wave hits region

Millions of lives at stake if cross-border aid channels close in Syria

Millions of Syrians will lose access to vital aid if northwest border closes

MSF vaccinates children in areas neglected by national immunisation programme in northeast of the 
country

https://www.the-monitor.org/media/3299403/cluster-munition-monitor-2021_web.pdf
http://www.the-monitor.org/media/3318354/Landmine-Monitor-2021-Web.pdf
https://www.bellingcat.com/news/2021/05/14/berlin-group-21-ivans-emails-and-chemical-weapons-conspiracy-theories/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/03/lebanon-torture-of-syrian-refugees-arbitrarily-detained-on-counter-terror-charges/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol10/3202/2021/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde24/4583/2021/en/
https://coi.euaa.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2021_04_EASO_COI%20Report_Syria_Socio_economic_situation_Damascus_city.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2021_04_EASO_COI_Report_Military_Service.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2021_06_EASO_Syria_Situation_returnees_from_abroad.pdf
https://www.easo.europa.eu/sites/default/files/Country_Guidance_Syria_2021.pdf
https://www.msf.org/msf-denounces-unsafe-environment-al-hol-camp-syria
https://www.msf.org/decade-war-syria
https://www.msf.org/ar/%D9%83%D9%88%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%AF-19-%D9%8A%D9%81%D8%AA%D9%83-%D8%A8%D8%B4%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%84-%D8%B4%D8%B1%D9%82-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%B8%D9%84-%D9%86%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%85%D9%88%D9%8A%D9%84-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%85%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B7%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9
https://www.msf.org/millions-lives-stake-if-cross-border-aid-channels-close-syria
https://www.msf.org/vulnerable-syrians-cut-aid-will-suffer-if-northwest-border-closes
https://www.msf.org/ar/%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D8%A3%D8%B7%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D8%A8%D9%84%D8%A7-%D8%AD%D8%AF%D9%88%D8%AF-%D8%AA%D9%84%D9%82%D9%91%D8%AD-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B7%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%84-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%B4%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%84-%D8%B4%D8%B1%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AF
https://www.msf.org/ar/%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D8%A3%D8%B7%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D8%A8%D9%84%D8%A7-%D8%AD%D8%AF%D9%88%D8%AF-%D8%AA%D9%84%D9%82%D9%91%D8%AD-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B7%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%84-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%B4%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%84-%D8%B4%D8%B1%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AF
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Northern Syria: Acute water crisis poses serious health risks

Worst wave yet of COVID-19 in northern Syria overwhelms health system

Casualties arrive en masse at MSF hospital following an airstrike in Idlib
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https://www.msf.org/lack-funding-northern-syria-causes-water-crisis-and-serious-health-problems
https://www.msf.org/health-system-overwhelmed-northern-syria-most-severe-covid-19-outbreak-yet
https://www.msf.org/casualties-arrive-en-masse-msf-hospital-following-idlib-airstrike
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