
S210918
The Syrian Network for Human Rights (SNHR),founded in 
June 2011, is a non-governmental, independent group that 
is considered a primary source for the OHCHR on all death 
toll-related analyses in Syria.

The International Campaign to Ban Landmines – Cluster Mu-

nition Coalition (ICBL-CMC) released its twelfth annual report 

on monitoring the use of cluster weapons worldwide. The CMC 

is a global civil society campaign working to eradicate cluster 

munitions, prevent further casualties and put an end to the suf-

fering caused by these weapons.

The Syrian Network for Human Rights (SNHR)as a member 

of this international coalition, has contributed to this report 

and to previous years’ reports by sharing data on incidents 

caused by cluster munitions and the resulting deaths and 

injuries in Syria.
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The report concludes that Syria is the only country in the world to have experienced continued use of these weapons since 

2012, with the highest number of casualties documented to date in Syria in 2020, with the record for this year (2020) in 

Syria representing more than half (52%) of all such casualties worldwide. The report also indicates that 44% of all these 

casualties were children and 24% were female. In addition, the report indicates that 80% of cluster munitions casualties 

globally since 2012 were documented in Syria.

The report documents the deaths of 35 civilians as a result of cluster munition airstrikes in Syria, as well as record-

ing several attacks on schools and hospitals in 2020, citing the SNHR’s report, “The Syrian Regime Repeatedly 

Uses Cluster Munitions Against Residential Neighborhoods in and Around Idlib Governorate, Constituting War 

Crimes” issued on February 27, 2020.

The report also notes that 147 casualties resulting from cluster munition remnants were recorded in 2020, which indicates 

the seriousness of the spread of cluster munition remnants and the repercussions of their use.

The report notes that Syrian regime forces have used cluster munitions since 2012, causing immense human suffering, and 

indicates that civilians have suffered directly, both from attacks and from explosive remnants left behind. The report notes 

that at least 687 cluster munition attacks in Syria have been recorded since July 2012.

The report further notes that the Syrian regime is the main party responsible for using cluster munitions, adding that Rus-

sian and Syrian regime forces use many of the same aircraft and weapons and frequently carry out operations together.

The report further suggests that the record of the use of cluster munitions is higher than the recorded numbers, as there 

are many attacks that have not been recorded.

The incalculable harm to civilians caused by the use of cluster munitions in Syria has attracted widespread media coverage, 

public outcry, and condemnation from more than 145 countries. The report also notes that since May 2013, the UN General 

Assembly has adopted eight resolutions condemning the use of cluster munitions in Syria, including Resolution 75/193 on 

December 16, 2020; since 2014, states have adopted more than 18 Human Rights Council resolutions condemning the use 

of cluster munitions in Syria, while the UN Commission of Inquiry on Syria has issued numerous reports detailing cluster 

munition attacks.

The Syrian Network for Human Rights team works under extremely difficult circumstances to collectively achieve the stra-

tegic goals of the International Campaign to Ban Landmines and the Cluster Munition Coalition, including:

• No more use of cluster munitions and antipersonnel landmines.

• Decrease in land contaminated by cluster munitions or landmines.

• Measurable progress in the quality of life for victims of mines and cluster munitions.

Ongoing use of these weapons has left a deadly legacy that will continue to threaten Syrians for decades. The Syrian Net-

work for Human Rights seeks to contribute in shedding more light on the terrible toll and the enormity of the crime of 

using cluster munitions and landmines in Syrian, emphasizing the urgency to end all use of these internationally outlawed 

weapons, and the need for material, logistical and training support and assistance to humanitarian organizations in the 

country, to address this legacy.

https://sn4hr.org/blog/2020/02/27/54699/
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2020/02/27/54699/
https://sn4hr.org/blog/2020/02/27/54699/
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Finally, the Syrian Network for Human Rights stresses its willingness to contribute to all international reports on the human 

rights situation in Syria and the developments taking place there in an objective and transparent manner, placing its data-

base and the extensive information collected there over the past 10 years and still being added to, at the service of all those 

who wish to show the true extent of human rights violations perpetrated against the Syrian citizens and state. We do so in 

the hope that this will provide a service in documenting history and chronicling events in Syria objectively, helping to thwart 

the vigorous and relentless efforts of the perpetrators of violations, foremost among which are the Syrian regime, Russia 

and Iran, to change or ‘rewrite’ the true history of events, and to deny or attempt to justify heinous crimes. We also stress 

that we will continue to make the greatest possible effort to document all violations and incidents objectively and credibly 

to achieve the goal of protecting civilians in Syria, defending the victims’ rights, holding all perpetrators accountable, and 

helping to start the country along the path of positive change towards democracy and respect for human rights, in keep-

ing with our motto: “No Justice without Accountability”.

To read the full report, which was issued on Wednesday, September 15, 2021, please visit this link.
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