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Fadel Abdul Ghany, founder and chairman of the Syrian Network for Human Rights 
(SNHR), has stressed that any pluralistic political regime that is to assume the man-
tle in Syria will “seek vengeance”, with everything it has, for what Russia has done 
in its country. The eventual dethroning of the Syrian regime, Abdul Ghany noted, 
will result in a deteriorated relationship between the Syrians and the Russians even 
on the popular level, adding that their interests will receive a big backlash from the 
Syrians. Consequently, Abdul Ghany concluded that it is unlikely that Russia will 
get out of Syria anytime soon, even in the long future. However, the Syrian oppo-
sition can do a lot to alleviate the impact of the Russian aggression, Abdul Ghany 
believes.

When asked if Russia has achieved victory by winning the Syrian regime to their 
side but losing the people, Abdul Ghany, who is chairman of SNHR that is con-
cerned with documenting the various violations in Syria, told Geroun, “In terms of 
winning and losing, and from a strategic standpoint, it is safe to say that the Rus-
sians have surely lost all love left in the Syrians’ heart, and that is just not because 
of their direct military involvement that started on 30 September 2015, but since 
the start of the popular uprising in March 2011, when the Russians asserted their 
unrestricted and equivocal support for the Assad regime, justifying its actions, and 
using the veto four times in a row to save it. However, the popular resentment has 
multiplied after Syrian blood has been shed directly by their forces. The Russians, 
undoubtedly, realize that, and that is why they are very keen on keeping the Syrian 
regime alive and that a fair settlement never comes to pass. Either the Syrian regime 
stays fully in power or an unfair settlement is reached in which the Syrian regime 
receives the greatest share. After the settlement, they will continue to intervene 
supporting the regime’s greatest share to maintain their interests. Otherwise, if the 
Syrian regime, I think, falls, whether partially or completely, investments and cul-
tural relationships will terribly deteriorate, as well as tourism. Those aspects will 
even receive a strong backlash from hundreds of Syrian families who have been 
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stricken by the grief of losing their beloved ones and had their houses destroyed by 
Russian forces.”

The Syrian opposition figure believes it is unlikely that the direct, or indirect, Rus-
sian intervention will see an end soon. “I think that Russia’s intervention wont ‘see 
and end soon,” He stressed. “The Russians are here to stay even after the transi-
tional phase and to ensure their cut in the new regime. They will have their hand 
in everything, and they will push agents that serve their agendas in light of their 
military and political weight in Syria which is very important to them. It is an area 
of influence that they will never give up.”

Regarding the potential risks that Russia might have to deal with in the upcoming 
stages, SNHR chairman had this to say, “There are risks for sure. Russia might lose 
some soldiers, as well as some vehicles and warplanes, but these are very limited 
losses compared to the greater loss which would be the collapse and crumbling of 
the sectarian regime, even semi-completely. Then, Russia would have to settle for 
a very limited share of the coming pluralistic regime. This is a high risk that Russia 
will do everything in its power to prevent from happening, because it will lose a 
geo-strategic extension. The new regime will work against it in all energy projects, 
and even if not against it, the new regime will refuse to work with Russia. The new 
regime will do everything it can to obstruct its economic interests. In short, the new 
pluralistic regime will do everything in its power to seek vengeance for what Russia 
has done in its country.”

As for what the Syrian opposition can possibly do to address the Russian aggres-
sion, Abdul Ghany said, “In fact, the opposition can do a lot of things that are within 
its reach. For example, it can diligently seek anything and everything that can sup-
port the strife of the Syrian people against the barbarian bombardment and vicious 
destruction, or seek and travel to the various states in the world looking for aid and 
relief supplies and deliver it to the most damaged areas. On the other hand, there 
is a glaring shortcoming when it comes to translating to the Russian language the 
news and reports that document and shed light on the Russian forces’ crimes and 
violations in Syria. There have to be people who avidly work on translating to the 
Russian language, and then send these news and reports via e-mails and faxes to 
Russian think tanks and media outlets and post it on social media.”
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Lastly, Abdul Ghany noted that his network is working on a comprehensive human 
rights file that contains a year-long detailed account on the Russian military inter-
vention that will shed light on the death toll and facilities destroyed by Russian 
forces in Syria since the start of their aggression, as well as tackling other matters.
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