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I. Incident Details, Evidences, and Accounts
On Monday 19 September 2016, government helicop-
ters and fixed-wing warplanes we believe that were 
evidently Russian took part in a concentrated attack 
that comprised multiple airstrikes on a center for the 
Red Crescent in eastern Urm Al Kubra town where the 
bombardment lasted for three hours.

The government helicopters dropped no less than four 
barrel bombs while the fixed-wing Russian warplanes 
carried out nine airstrikes at least in which they used 
missiles and heavy machine guns.

The bombardment targeted mostly the Syrian Red 
Arab Crescent (SARC) center and destroyed an U.N. 
aid convoy of trucks that was supposed to deliver 
and drop the aids in warehouses belonging to the Red 
Crescent center. Additionally, the bombardment tar-
geted also medical and civil defense teams that tried 
to rescue the wounded and injured relief workers.

SNHR documented that 12 civilians, who were all re-
lief workers and truck drivers, were killed in these at-
tacks. Among the victims were Omar Barakat, head of 
the Red Crescent in the town. Furthermore, the Red 
Crescent building in the town was largely destroyed 
and no less than 10 aid trucks were burned.
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SNHR asked a cooperating individual to visit the site of the incident after the bom-
bardment to take and record pictures and videos. The pictures and videos that we 
obtained as well as a number of the pictures and videos that were published on 
YouTube and social media by local media activists showed the huge destruction in 
the humanitarian aids. One of the pictures was of missile remnants that we believe 
were Russian. Also, some of the pictures were of the victims who were reduced to 
shreds (We haven’t published these photos for it was too graphic) we have copes of 
all the pictures and videos in our records.

Furthermore, SNHR contacted a number of eyewitnesses, civil defense members, 
survivors, and local media activists who all had similar accounts of what happened 
which also corresponded to the pictures and videos we received. This report in-
cludes three accounts where we explained the purpose of these interviews for the 
eyewitnesses who gave us permission to use the provided information.
The investigations mentioned in this report have proven that the targeted areas were 
civil areas where there is no military centers or weapon storehouses belonging to any 
armed opposition factions or Islamic extremist groups during or before the attack.
Also, this report includes only the bare minimum of the severity and magnitude of 
the violation that occurred and also doesn’t cover the social, economic, and psycho-
logical ramifications.

A link that shows the location of Urm Al Kubra town
The following map shows an approximate location where the Red Crescent center 
and the aid convoy were targeted in Urm Al Kubra town, 19 September 2016

http://www.sn4hr.org
https://www.google.dz/maps/dir/Urem+Al-Kubra,+Syrie/36.1481892,36.9476056/@36.1492243,36.9422398,2532m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m8!4m7!1m5!1m1!1s0x152567848deab329:0x11f8d0be1dddee26!2m2!1d36.9460462!2d36.1502725!1m0?hl=fr
https://www.google.dz/maps/dir/Urem+Al-Kubra,+Syrie/36.1481892,36.9476056/36.1513163,36.9675608/@36.1515151,36.966872,203m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m10!4m9!1m5!1m1!1s0x152567848deab329:0x11f8d0be1dddee26!2m2!1d36.9460462!2d36.1502725!1m0!1m0!3e2?hl=fr
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Fadel Abdul Ghani, chairman of SNHR, says:
“It is not peculiar for a regime who besieges whole areas and obstructs aids access   
to destroy aids and those who are working on it. U.N. delegation have been targeted 
before, we shouldn’t forget that. It is also not unlikely that the Russian regime, who 
targeted and bombed 59 medical centers with all the patients, wounded, and equip-
ment inside, targeted the Red Crescent center and the U.N. aid convoy. The various 
crimes and violations are happening in Syria because there has been no real deter-
rent since 2011. It is just an open green light.”

The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs issued a 
statement expressing its disappointment over the attack that targeted the Red Cres-
cent and the aids convoy. the statement doesn’t address the type of the attack and 
the attacker and it only stated that the aids were supposed to be delivered to nearly 
78,000 in the western Aleppo of suburbs. However, the statement does affirm that 
“Notification of the convoy – which planned to reach some 78,000 people - had 
been provided to all parties to the conflict and the convoy was clearly marked as 
humanitarian.”

The Red Crescent organization also issued a statement to mourn the death of Omar 
Barakat, head of the Red Crescent in Urm Al Kubra town, who was killed in the 
incident and has suspended all of its activists for three days in protest.

There are additional indicators that strongly suggest that the attack was deliberate:
First: The prolonged duration of the attack on the convoy and the center which 
spanned over three hours which entails an utter insolence and disregard during the 
attack for the perpetrator was certain that nothing would happen if the crime was 
exposed.

Second: The frequency of the strikes during the three hours, meaning that more than 
one missile was used and more than one strike were carried out so the attack wasn’t 
indiscriminate or by accident. In fact, four barrel bombs were dropped and the area 
was targeted with several missiles. Also, heavy machine guns were used to keep 
medics and civil defense teams away.

http://www.sn4hr.org
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/statement_big_orem_20.9.2016_1.pdf
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B7O1jbPIaDd0djlaNjlOWWRxQzA
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Third: The statement by Mr. Stephen O’Brien, United Nations Under-Secretary-
General for Humanitarian Affairs which states: “Notification of the convoy – which 
planned to reach some 78,000 people - had been provided to all parties to the con-
flict.” So the Russian and Syrian regimes are already aware of the place of the time 
at which the convoy was passing.

SNHR contacted, via WhatsApp, Mr. Barakat Barakat who is a relative of the head 
of the Red Crescent in Urm Al Kubra Omar Barakat’s who was killed in the inci-
dent. Mr. Barakat told us:
“I stopped about 200 meters away from the Red Crescent center when I heard the 
sound of helicopters attacking the location. I saw two helicopters dropped four bar-
rel bombs at approximately 7:12. A few minutes later, another strike was carried 
out by two Russian warplanes which targeted the same location with two thermo-
baric missiles that caused a huge explosion and fires. We couldn’t see anything in 
the darkness of the night but the flames. After that, the helicopters came back and 
dropped other four barrel bombs.”
“We tried to get to the injured but other Russian warplanes started targeting the area 
and up to 200 meters of its vicinity with heavy machine guns. This went on for two 
hours and a half. The airstrikes have already shut down all routs to the location of 
the attack to block medical and civil defense teams.”

“The flames didn’t stop until 3:00 AM, after that we were able to pull out the vic-
tims including Omar Barakat who is the head of the Red Crescent in the town and 
other workers. Also, the Red Crescent was damaged and no less than 10 aid trucks 
were completely burned and the nearby houses were damaged including the house 
of Omar Barakat.”
“Over three hours of true annihilation on a small area that only contain a center for 
the Red Crescent and U.N. aids convoys. They are murdering humanity.”
SNHR contacted a civil defense volunteer (refused to reveal his identity), via What-
sApp, who helped evacuating the wounded:
 “The Red Crescent center wasn’t the only target as Russian warplanes have also 
targeted, using missiles and heavy machine guns, civil defense and medical teams 
for over two hours and a half. The airstrikes continued intermittently until dawn. I 
heard the screams of Mr. Omar Barakat before he met his demise. We couldn’t get 
to him because of the concentrated bombardment that targeted the area. We entered 
the center about 90 minutes later and pulled out four wounded and Mr. Omar was 
dead by then. The airstrikes resumed so we had to retreat again.”

http://www.sn4hr.org
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“The center and the aid convoys were reduced to rubbles. Everything was destroyed 
and burned. We learned that the warplanes that carried out the last airstrikes were 
Russian from the Free Army observatory that reported when the warplanes took off 
from Hmemeim airbase while in the beginning the bombardment was by govern-
ment helicopters that dropped barrel bombs.”

According to the international law, the parties to the conflict must insure that hu-
manitarian workers move freely secure their protection and, consequently, the ci-
vilians’ access to aids. Nevertheless, the Syrian regime haven’t respected the most 
basic principles of the international humanitarian law since the breakout of the pop-
ular protests in March 2011 or protected those who carry humanitarian insignia but 
targeted clinics, medical points, and relief personnel as we documented in the report 
that is published monthly.

Ahmad Al Ahmad, a local media activist whom we contacted via Facebook, con-
tacted paramedics and eyewitnesses and visited the site after the bombardment:
“I had been with the convoy since it was taken by the Red Crescent team after it passed 
a Syrian regime military checkpoint. The surveillance planes were flying above us the 
whole time until we arrived in the Red Crescent center in Urm Al Kubra.”

“I headed to the area at dawn after the airstrikes ended and the paramedics were 
able to access the center and evacuate the wounded and the victims. All the people 
who were there told me about horrifying airstrikes by helicopters and warplanes, 
missiles and machine guns raining the place. Most of the buses and trucks were 
burned completely and the destruction in the Red Crescent center was huge. Also, 
two building belonging to the Red Crescent center used for sleeping and resting 
were targeted.”
“The Free Syrian Army observatory announced when the helicopters took off from Al 
Nayrab airbase in eastern Aleppo which firstly attacked the site as I was told by the 
residents and then it announced when the Russian warplanes took off from Hmemeim 
airbase which continued the bombardment with missiles and heavy machine guns.”

http://www.sn4hr.org
http://sn4hr.org/blog/category/report/monthly-reports/vital-facilities-monthly-reports/


   www.sn4hr.org  -   info@sn4hr.org6

III. Conclusions and Recommendations
Legal Conclusions
1- The Russian and Syrian regimes have, beyond any doubt, violated Security Coun-
cil Resolutions 2139 and 2254 which both state that indiscriminate attacks must be 
halted. Also, they violated Article 8 of Rome Statute through the act of willful kill-
ing which constitutes war crimes.
2- We can confirm that the bombardment mentioned in this report has targeted arm-
less civilians. Therefore, the Russian and Syrian forces have violated the rules of the 
international human rights law which guarantee the right to life. Additionally, these 
violations were perpetrated in a non-international armed conflict which amount to a 
war crime where all elements were fulfilled.
3- The attacks mentioned in this report, which have been perpetrated by the Russian 
and Syrian regimes, are considered a violation of the customary international law as 
the shells were fired at a populated area rather than a specific military object.
4- The aerial bombardment has caused collateral damages that involved loss of lives, 
injuries, and significant damages to civil facilities. There are strong indicators suggest-
ing that the damage was too excessive compared to the anticipated military benefit.

Recommendations
To Russian regime:
• To investigate the incidents included in this report, inform the Syrian people about 
the results and hold the perpetrators accountable.
• To compensate all the affected centers and facilities, and rebuild and re-prepare 
them. It also has to redress for the victims and the injured who were killed by the 
present Russian regime.
• To completely cease the bombardment of hospitals, protected facilities and civil 
areas and to respect humanitarian customary law. 
To the Security Council
• The Security Council has to take additional steps as it has been a year since Reso-
lution 2254 was adopted which states explicitly “that all parties immediately cease 
any attacks against civilians and civilian objects as such, including attacks against 
medical facilities and personnel, and any indiscriminate use of weapons, including 
through shelling and aerial bombardment.”
• The Syrian case must be referred to the International Criminal Court and all those 
who are responsible must be held accountable including the Russian regime whose 
involvement in war crimes has been involved.

http://www.sn4hr.org
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• To instill security and peace in Syria and implement the norm of the Responsibility 
to Protect in order to protect the lives, culture, and history of the Syrian people from 
being thieved and ruined.
• To expand the sanctions to include the Russian and Iranian regime who are di-
rectly involved in committing crimes against humanity and war crimes against the 
Syrian people.
To the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
The Office must submit a report to the Human Rights Council and other organs of the 
United Nations on this massacre specifically considering that it was perpetrated by 
forces which we believe that they are Russian in coordination with government forces.

To the International Community
• In light of the split of the Security Council and its utter inability, Steps must be 
taken on the national and regional levels to form alliances to support the Syrian 
people that would protect it from the daily killings and siege and increase the sup-
port for the relief efforts. Additionally, the principle of universal jurisdiction must 
be activated in local courts regarding these crimes in order to conduct fair trials for 
all those who were involved.

• SNHR has repeatedly called for the implementation of the Responsibility to Pro-
tect in tens of studies and reports and as a member of the International Coalition for 
the Responsibility to Protect (ICRtoP) after all political channels through the Arab 
League’s plan and then Mr. Kofi Annan’s plan were drought out. Therefore, steps un-
der Article 7 of the Rome Stature must be taken and the norm of the Responsibility to 
Protect, which was established by the United Nations General Assembly, must be im-
plemented. The Security Council is still hindering the protection of civilians in Syria.

• To renew the pressure on the Security Council to refer the case in Syria to the In-
ternational Criminal Court.

• To work on fulfilling justice and achieving accountability in Syria through the 
United Nations General Assembly and the Human Rights council and work on acti-
vating the principle of the universal jurisdiction.

http://www.sn4hr.org
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II. Attachments
Video showing the flames in the U.N. aids convoy
Video showing the burned trucks after a Government-Russian attack on the U.N. 
aids convoy
Video showing the government forces and Russian forces warplanes bombing the 
Red Crescent with missiles
Pictures of the aftermath of the bombardment and the great damages to the aids 
convoy

Pictures showing the damages to the aids convoy

http://www.sn4hr.org
https://youtu.be/JF8AetVC53I
https://youtu.be/_vEiij2xWuE
https://youtu.be/xZaniz0ssLw
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B5zg6eGeTNtPbFdySzBlOFBIcGc
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B5zg6eGeTNtPZVA2bk5YM0xlZjA
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B5zg6eGeTNtPQzZOV1doM3lxMGc
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B5zg6eGeTNtPX2VPd3ZtVDZ4dE0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5zg6eGeTNtPZTVzZHRTWGRZNm8/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5zg6eGeTNtPY1o1UU5CVGZSTkE/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5zg6eGeTNtPX1hfUEhmVkZXVGM/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5zg6eGeTNtPRS1xWG5TRkU2VW8/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5zg6eGeTNtPcER5QktEOHpUbkk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5zg6eGeTNtPVHcxRnlKRVZDRDg/view
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Pictures showing the destruction after the aids convoy was targeted
Picture of the ruined aids after the bombardment and appears in the picture missile 
remnants that we believe are Russian
Picture of the victim Omar Barakat, head of the Red Crescent center in Urm Al 
Kubra town, who was killed in the attack

A report by Amnesty International: “‘Horrific’ attack on UN aid convoy is a fla-
grant violation of international law”
A report by Human Rights Watch: “Investigate Attack on UN Aid Convoy”
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https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B7O1jbPIaDd0RGNMUWt1UkRYQnc
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B7O1jbPIaDd0MXpLdnY1UWl6emc
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2016/09/syria-horrific-attack-on-un-aid-convoy-is-a-flagrant-violation-of-international-law/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/09/20/syria-investigate-attack-un-aid-convoy

