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The Syrian Network for Human Rights, founded in June 2011,
is a non-governmental, non-profit independent organization
that is a primary source for the United Nations on all death
 toll-related statistics in Syria

I. Introduction
SNHR has released eight report with the start of May 2015, documenting the most notable 
violations that were perpetrated by the seven parties to the conflict in Syria in May 2017 - ci-
vilian death toll, victims due to torture, toll of arbitrary arrests, most notable violations against 
media activists, most notable massacres, most notable violations against medical and civil 
defense personnel and their respective facilities, most notable incidents of attack on vital 
civilian facilities, and toll of barrel bombs use. The reports highlight the impact of the de-es-
calation agreement on the rates of violations perpetrated by the parties to the conflict. The 
de-escalation agreement was announced at the end of the fourth round of negotiation in As-
tana, Kazakhstani’s capital, and came into effect on Saturday, May 6, 2017

These reports draw upon the daily documentation processes during May, where SNHR, 
through its scattered members throughout Syria, monitors all violations by the parties to the 
conflict, and publish most notable news, before releasing a preliminary death toll at the end 
of each day. For more information, please see our documentation and archiving methodology.

http://sn4hr.org/public_html/wp-content/pdf/english/SNHR_Methodology_en.pdf
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The first report, entitled “964 Civilians Killed in May 2017”, which documents the civilian death 
toll at the hands of the parties to the conflict, finds that international coalition forces surpassed 
all other parties in civilian kills, as 273 civilians were killed at the hands of international coa-
lition forces. Of those, 33% were children. Secondly, ISIS killed 268 civilians, 21% were chil-
dren, followed by the Syrian regime who killed 241 individuals, including 13% children.

A chart showing the civilian death toll in Syria throughout May 2017, and its distribution 
by the parties to the conflict.

http://sn4hr.org/?p=41273
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8oDs0gvdXqFU294RXV0RVlTLXM/view
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The report “18 Individuals Died due to Torture in May 2017” outlines the toll of victims who 
died due to torture. The Syrian regime killed 14 of the torture victims, including a media 
activist and a university student.

An infographic showing the toll of victims dying due to torture in May 2017 and its 
distribution by the parties to the conflict

http://sn4hr.org/?p=41309
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8oDs0gvdXqFakdVcmZuQXh3Umc/view
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The report “No less than 577 Cases of Arbitrary Arrest Recorded in May 2017” notes that ar-
rest campaigns for the purpose of conscription are still going on by Syrian regime forces and 
Self-Management Forces. Also, the report records a rise in arrest rates by armed opposition 
factions in Damascus suburbs governorate compared to last April.

A chart showing the toll of arbitrary arrests in May 2017, and its distribution by the 
parties to the conflict

http://sn4hr.org/?p=41322
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8oDs0gvdXqFR2dhcFJTZm4tUDQ/view
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The report “Eight Medical and Civil Defense Personnel Killed, and Six Attacks on their Vital 
Facilities in May 2017” records an unprecedented drop in rates of violations by the parties 
to the conflict in Syria. Most notably was the Syrian-Russian alliance who hasn’t recorded 
such a drop since the start of the Russian intervention on September 30, 2015

An infographic showing the toll of violations against medical and civil defense per-
sonnel and their respective facilities in May 2017, and its distribution by the parties to 
the conflict

http://sn4hr.org/arabic/2017/06/04/8149/
http://sn4hr.org/arabic/2017/06/04/8149/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8oDs0gvdXqFeWFvckhYbjNiMWM/view
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The report “Five Media Activists Killed, and Five Arrested, Toll of May 2017” stresses that 
the Syrian regime’s killing machine that targets media activists is still as strong as ever, 
where the Syrian regime killed three times media activists more than they did in last April. 
Also, media activists are still being arrested, as Fateh al Sham Front was the party arresting 
most media activists, where we documented three cases of arrest at their hands.

An infographic showing the toll of media activist victims in May 2017, and its distribu-
tion by the parties to the conflict

http://sn4hr.org/?p=41363
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8oDs0gvdXqFZXozT0V4MjNOOEk/view
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The report “No less than 34 Massacres in May 2017” notes that international coalition forces 
were responsible for more massacres than any other party, where 14 massacres were per-
petrated by them, all in the east region (12 massacres in Raqqa governorate and two in Deir 
Ez-Zour governorate). ISIS, on the other hand, perpetrated five massacres, including two in 
Deir Ez-Zour governorate. Also, Kurdish-majority Syrian Democratic Forces resurfaced as 
a massacre-perpetrating party compared to the last months, with two massacres in Raqqa 
governorate.

A chart showing the toll of massacres in May 2017, and its distribution by the parties 
to the conflict

http://sn4hr.org/?p=41501
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8oDs0gvdXqFSWNqMTF1MHdOOTA/view
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The Seventh report, “No less than 40 Incidents of Attack on Vital Civilian Facilities in May 
2017” says that although the number of attack incidents by the Syrian-Russian alliance had 
decreased this month by 67% compared to last April, they still surpassed all other parties 
in attacks on vital civilian facilities.

A chart showing the toll of attacks on vital civilian facilities in May 2017, and its distri-
bution by the parties to the conflict

http://sn4hr.org/?p=41754
http://sn4hr.org/?p=41754
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8oDs0gvdXqFMjNfRWxVU1pDT2c/view
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The report “No less than 412 Barrel Bombs in May 2017” finds that Syrian regime is still 
dropping barrel bombs despite the de-escalation agreement. Barrel bomb attacks resulted 
in the killing of 30 civilians, including 19 children and three women.

An infographic showing the toll of barrel bombs in May 2017

http://sn4hr.org/?p=41838
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BzGXElK16xG6RDBROXpNZmJ4aG8/view
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